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Attn: Audio Division, Media Bureau
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Interference Complaint

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Transmitted herewith on behalf of Mars Hill Broadcasting Co., Inc. is an Interference
Complaint against W275AB, Elmira, NY (Facility ID No. 8554), licensed to Europa
Communications, Inc.

Please contact the undersigned if any questions or issues arise.
Sincerely,

M) Sk

Matthew H. McCormick
Mark C. DeSantis
Counsel for Mars Hill Broadcasting Co., Inc.
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION Y gy

Washington, D.C. 20554 %oy

In the Matter of
EUROPA COMMUNICATIONS, INC., Facility ID No. 8554

Licensee of FM Translator, W275AB,
Elmira, New York

R " L N

AUG 24 2018

Accepted / Filed

. . e . Federal ieat .
To:  Chief, Audio Division, Media Bureau era‘gf%mm“mcaﬁfms Commission

ce of the Secretary

INTERFERENCE COMPLAINT

Mars Hill Broadcasting Co., Inc. (“Mars Hill”), licensee of full-power FM broadcast
station, WMHR, Syracuse, New York (Facility ID No. 40432) (Channel 275/102.9 MHz)
(“WMHR?), by its undersigned counsel and pursuant to Section 74.1203 of the Commission’s
rules,' hereby submits this complaint of interference against FM translator, W275AB, Elmira,
New York (Facility ID No. 8554) (“W275AB”), licensed to Europa Communications, Inc.
(“Europa”). Europa’s operation of W275AB on Channel 275/102.9 MHz is causing co-channel
interference to the regular listeners’ reception of WMHR. Accordingly, Mars Hill requests that
the Commission order W275AB to cease operations immediately.

L BACKGROUND

A. Actual Interference by FM Translators

Section 74.1203(a)(3) provides, in pertinent part, that an FM translator station “will not be
permitted to continue to operate if it causes any actual interference to . . . the direct reception by
the public of the off-the-air signals of any authorized broadcast station . . ..”* The Commission

interprets this rule very broadly as it “places no geographic or temporal limitation on

' 47CFR.§74.1203 ef seq
2 Id. at § 74.1203(a)(3) (emphasis added).



complaints. . .”> The FCC’s FM translator rules strictly prohibit interference caused by the
operations of FM translator stations due to their secondary nature and require that translators
provide interference-free service.*

To the best of Mars Hill’s knowledge, no action has been taken by Europa to ameliorate,
much less eliminate, the interference caused by W275AB to WMHR’s listeners. Accordingly,
based upon the showing below and pursuant to Section 74.1203 of the Commission’s rules, the
5

FCC must order the offending translator to cease operations.

B. Bona Fide Listener Complainants

The Commission interprets the “direct reception to the public” language in
Section 74.1203(a) to mean that actionable interference complaints must be made by “bona fide”
listeners.® In order for a listener complainant to be bona fide, the FCC’s staff requires each listener

complainant to provide: (1) his or her name and address; (2) the location(s) at which the

3 Association for Community Education, Inc., Memorandum Opinion and Order,
19 FCC Red. 12682, 12688, q 15 (2004) (citing Forus FM Broadcasting of New York, Inc.,
Memorandum Opinion and Order, 7 FCC Red. 7880, 7882, § 16 (1992)). In the recent Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking concerning FM translator interference complaints, however, the
Commission proposed to limit the geographic scope of such complaints to interference occurring
within the 54 dBp service contour of the desired station. See Amendment of Part 74 of the
Commission’s Rules Regarding FM Translator Interference, MB Docket No. 18-119, Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 18-60 at | 28 (rel. May 10, 2018) (“FM Translator Interference
NPRAM). That proposal, however, has not yet been adopted and was opposed in certain comments
filed in the proceeding.

4 See Forus FM Broadcasting of New York, Inc., 7 FCC Rcd. at 7882, § 12 (discussing
FM booster stations, also a secondary service).

5 47 C.F.R. § 74.1203(b).

6 Association for Community Education, Inc., 19 FCC Red. at 12688, § 16 (“[O]nly a
complaint from a bona fide listener of the desired station can force a translator station of the air.”).
Although the Commission historically has not required a minimum number of listener complaints
to support an interference complaint, in the FM Translator Interference NPRM, the FCC proposed
requiring a minimum of six (6) listener complaints to be submitted with an FM translator
interference complaint. See FM Translator Interference NPRM 9§ 16.

2



interference with the desired station occurs; and (3) a statement that the listener is, in fact, a listener
of the desired station.” Furthermore, a listener complainant must be disinterested, i.e., have no
legal, economic, or familial stake in the outcome of the proceeding.®

II. DISCUSSION

As evidenced by the listener complaints attached hereto as Exhibit A, a number of
WMHR’s listeners are having difficulties tuning to WMHR. Instead of receiving WMHR’s signal,
these listeners attest that they experience static or conflicting signals when attempting to tune-in
to WMHR on 102.9 MHz, and sometimes cannot hear WMHR at all. Attached hereto as Exhibit
B is amap prepared by Mars Hill’s consulting engineer Robert Moore, demonstrating the locations
of the complaining listeners in relation to the licensed contours of W275AB and WMHR.
Accordingly, the FCC must order W275AB to cease operations immediately pursuant to Section

74.1203(b) of the Commission’s rules.

III. CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, Mars Hill respectfully requests that the FCC order W275AB to

cease operations immediately pursuant to Section 74.1203(b) of the Commission’s rules.

Respectfully submitted,

MARS HILL BROADCASTING CO., INC.

7 See Creation of an LPFM Service, Fifth Order on Reconsideration and Sixth Report and
Order, 27 FCC Red. 15402, 15431-32, 7 83 (2012).

8 See Association for Community Education, Inc., 19 FCC Rced. at 12688, n.37; Creation of
a Lower Power Radio Service, Fifth Report and Order, 27 FCC Red. 15402, 15441, 9 109 (2012).
Although not traditionally required, the Commission proposed in the FM Translator Interference
NPRM that listener complainants must provide a signed declaration attesting to their bona fide
listener complainant status. FM Translator Interference NPRM 9§ 19. Furthermore, the FCC
proposed requiring stations submitting a translator interference claim pursuant to
Section 74.1203(a)(3) to include a map plotting specific listener complainant addresses in relation
to the relevant station contours. Id.
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Matthew H. McCormick, Esq.
Mark C. DeSantis, Esq.
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, PLC
1300 N 17th Street, Suite 1100
Arlington, VA 22209

Tel:  (703) 812-0400

Fax: (703) 812-0486
mccormick@fhhlaw.com
desantis@fhhlaw.com

Counsel for Mars Hill Broadcasting Co., Inc.

Dated: August 22,2018



Exhibit A

Listener Complaints



I believe that FM Translator W275AB, 102.9 MHz, Elmirg, 1
reception of WMHR (FM), 102.9 MHz, Syracuse, New York.

- %’%\ 3 ;,Q e i,‘ i;

NAME _ | /avig € "salina ,.&ﬂ@i'zi;:

appREss _ 1551 Alkay R4

cary  Reck Steeam STATE T\ ZIPcoDE YA TE

EMAIL ADDRESS
TELEPHONENUMBER _ 0 7= 7\ .- 7 870

MHR (check all that apply):

1. 1am aregular listener of WMHE

Atmyhome _X___;

In my office
which is located at

Inmy yehicle - typically while traveling in the vieinity of

=

-~ e vy e’iﬁ—ﬁﬁ } \E_,aﬁéré»:? . i‘a.ii?}f%fjxf:é-’x& féﬁfﬁf‘sf’i

2. 1 first noticed interference to my reception of WMHR, 102.9 MHz on (give approximate date):
é §§@%. ':é Tg‘%@aé@ .

3. The interference ds  occurring  when I v . to listen fo WMHR (give location)

A heoae (Boelk Streama ) Ales deicog e neiahbereme s
1 - g
i ’ -
4. The interfering station was playing (describe programmin
%4 Ty 5 i 3 o N
I &-éé«xfm Foo W e ua ey WL 4 Sdadoe Vis [
b B

Neither I nor any member of my immediately family is an officer, director, employee of the WMHR
licenses or otherwise have any connection with WMHR except as a listener and an occasional donor.

yft

Additional Comments:

I declare under penalty of perjury that foregoing is true and correct.

T ; I

™ JA
i ? j m\ ;L_»: f’! |
SIGNED b/ o (o~ DATE _ 8-2- (8




RECEIVED Al

ERENCE COMPLA

I beligve that FM Translator W275AB, 102.9 MHz, Elmira, New York, is cavsing interference to my
R (FM), 102.9 MHz, Syracuse, New York,

reception of WMHR
NAME = Helen + Man Chattee
ADDRESS 262 Von Kire P

oty Newfie l! STATE VY 7IP CODE /4§ &7

EMAIL ADDRESS _

TELEPHONE NUMBER

1. Tam aregular listener of WMHR on 102.9 MHz. 1listen to WMHR (check all that apply):

At my home ‘// ;

In my office .
which is located at , : .

Inmy vehicle v~ . typically while traveling in the vicinity of -;% r Fhe flhao., Y Franslater

2. 1 first noticed interference to my reception of WMHR, 102.9 MHz on (give approximate date):

3. The imterference is occurring when Ity to  listen to WMHR (givc location)

:I‘,&

The interfering station was playing (describe programming):

5. Neither I nor any member of my immediately f‘%mﬁy is an officer, director, employee of the WMHR

Heensee or otherwise have any connection with WMHRE except as a listener and an occasional donor,

Additional Comments: __/ _have gotten b the points where [ offen

“uin 5’?-?{; The r L] v zfr’f | even fﬁz;’:z Iy é"}@ 25 e f”’}?i;“ﬁ‘fﬁb
b

”r’??lg'(s%?{m ~ canl even hear Gord Sounds. [ Can ANever gqer ¥
5%%‘% ff‘ﬁgﬁ?%m either or Hhe Frasiahr in M,

1 declare under penalty of perjury that foregoing is true and correct,

Azeqr & 2018

SIGNED Hete s (8 e  DATE

G
¥
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INTERFERENCE COMPLAINT

1 believe that FM Translator W275AB, 102.9 MHz, Elmira, New York, is causing interference to my
reception of WMHR (FM), 102.9 MHz, Syracuse, New York.

NAME \]gjj?(,{ \;\gm Q@% W

ADDRESS 19 % f\. et ‘z%z 6 | \Q

ey Hivaen d STATE NL( ZIP CODE VY ZY A
EMAIL ADDRESS (}dnt/\!}nﬁ%@ SBQ:PnLcm
TELEPHONE NUMBER (f7e A3 = L 153

1. Iam aregular listener of WMHR on 102.9 MHz. I listen to WMHR (check all that apply):

At my home v ;

In my office .
which is located at ; : ,
In my yehicle typ1 w}:ule vehng the vigipity of
fa_,{-a*g 4 _Dnindee L’(\MMA abeq
! Soutn

2. Ifirst nonced interference to my receptlon of WMHR, 102.9 MHz on (give approximate date):
M%q_mﬂq_\hmt A01T

3. The interference is occurring  when I tv to listen to WMHR (zive location)

tin el PN He Al i s L, g %“1:?5;&,‘2——*
4
i

4. The mterfenng station was plaving idescnbe programming);
lowd o 'ifmwwt Hig Hop wnusie

5. Neither I nor any member of my immediately family is an officer, director, employee of the WMHR
licenses or otherwise have any connection with WMHR except as a listener and an occasional donor.

Additional Comments: _ _emailed B wdal sbeat Hhe Pf‘n\nbyﬂ
i T-d-17 \ Porgszd o, Cepli ‘gjf"{jzm Landa gs"&i% r

o - 3~(F

I declare under penalty of perjury that foregoing is true and correct.

SIGNED aj&éu’ zxm‘s}a@% ) _ DATE _ - al-1§




TR i

I believe that FM Translator W275AB, 102.9 MHz, Elmira, New York, is causing interference to my
R (FM), 102.9 MHz, Syracuse, New ‘Y’@g'g

reception of WMHR
wve _Walter and Laung Hewell
appRESS 4496 [ Leppnt - Hiprod £4.
CITY STATE _/V i ZIP CODE
EMATL ADDRESS __J2und hodde [/ »} amatl« cor)

Bf5— jgé“‘“ O 34D

TELEPHONE NUMBE

1. Tam aregular listener of WMHR on 102.9 MHz. I listen to WMHR (check all that apply):

At my home Wi‘f’ ;

S —

Inmyoffice |
Wﬁzaz%} ig loonted %t : :

i ﬁﬁ 2 Fonebd, Bid, utlins (afenss

f

2. 1 firgt noticed éﬁ%@féﬁ‘@f@ggzj to my reception of WMHR, 102.9 MHz on (give approximate date):

v 28}
5. The interference is occurring when I uyy to listen to WMHR (give location)
gm.j;fdfw’“&

4. The m‘iericfﬂ ¢ station Wi ﬁéﬁmg {é@fﬁ%@ programying)
S of g psS

5. Neither I nor any member of my immediately %‘g; aié}’ is an officer, director, employee of the WMHR
licensee or otherwise have any connection with WMHR except as a listener and an occasional donor.

Additional Comments; (4 ,;?« ""f?’jf” ﬁﬁ*ﬁ 7 ,i; e &" G L= 7%&!’%"
WIZre.  yrione. }wwp S “,?%@ = ’?’é e 5@
i?/f(j/ ’J%)ﬁ% ff%}fj /,ﬂff?"}"fifs.f?’? é ﬁa:;l ff?;f if« é@ig ) @é 17

I declare under penalty of perjury that foregoing is true and correct.

7 7
A P e

SIGNED /b po szt [ ). /ided )

[




CEIVED a9 6 201§

I believe that FM Translator W275AB, 102.9 MHz, Elmira, New York, is causing interference to my
reception of WMHR (FM), 102.9 MHz, Syracuse, New York.

NAME »Ls&E{m»J’% Kﬁu:??msﬁﬂ
ADDRESS 441 ‘i’“‘}"ﬂLLO&%‘*’\ 0

ey _DumpEE STATE __ 4 zP CODE (Y &37

EMAIL ADDRESS

£

TELEPHONENUMBER __ (n0j 243 290

1. Iam aregular listener of WMHR on 102.9 MHz. I listen to WMHR (check all that apply):
Atmyhome _e”

In my office
which is located at

Inmy vehicle v typically while traveling in the vicinity of

Doaud e

2. 1first noticed interference to my reception of WMHR,
&f'! Lt »

3. The interference is  ocourr when I trv  to
ua dehiele, nes- e e

{give location)

4, The interfering station was playing (describe programming):
§jz i «E:’ l’f C 34‘?3

7

5. Neither I nor any member of my immediately family is an officer, director, employee of the WMHR
licensee or otherwise have any connection with WMHR except as a listener and an occasional donor,

Additional Comments:

I declare under penalty of perjury that foregoing is true and correct.

5 » _;*i 5
SIGNED 553&{1&?& gﬁaﬁé&;‘;‘/{m ~ DATE gl?{a ég




‘B 6§
== INTERFERENCE COMPLAINT RECEIVED AUG 0 §

I believe that FM Translator W275AB, 102.9 MHz, Elmira, New York, is causing interference to my

reception of WMHR (FM), 102.9 MHz, Syracuse, New York.

NAME Ka+hj Lew s
ADDRESS 15 Hl ’Pre,e Em ption Koad

J |
ary Dundee sTaTE NY zipcope 4837

EMAIL ADDRESS ~tien |ew i5¢@ fvonternet, nel

TELEPHONENUMBER _ lc(07]- J 43 - OS5L

1.

I am a regular listener of WMHR on 102.9 MHz. 1 listen to WMHR (check all that apply):
Atmyhome ;

In my office .

which is located at ; :

In my vehicle / / . typically while traveling in the vicinity of
Diundre T lensvoe

I first poticed interference to my reception of WMHR, 102.9 MHz on (give approximate date):

Ee ruary Or Marck 2018

gn Ity fo listen to WMHR (give location)
dee 3 Geneve [(Olrivine on Rida 5%{3

The interference i3 o
Gng where between

The iﬁ?ﬁ:‘f@ﬁﬁ% station as gla:s’iﬁigfﬁgﬁ‘f programming): Jq %%
Tt B o £ T K, LBk il i farne Fd

Neither I nor any member of my immediately family is an officer, director, employes of the WMHR
licensee or otherwise have any connection with WMHR except as 2 listener and an oceasional donor.

Additional Comments: E?e@f}ﬁ ia”f‘ this resolved . T have sl

;i”"{‘%l:‘ic‘iﬁ }'x?f’ﬁﬁ iiiﬁgé “?3‘@ /r?“‘?j’f; ‘:"fzf L’Lfﬁﬁﬁﬁ; *??aqn!‘{ j i g

I declare under penalty of perjury that foregoing is true and eorrect.

4

; 7 . ]
SIGNED At thense. V1. Forins paTE B-4-18




T INTERFERENCE COMPLAINT

I believe that FM Translator W275AB, 102.9 MHz, Elmira, New York, is causing interference to my
reception of WMHR (FM), 102.9 MHz, Syracuse, New York.

NAME _ w808k pulle
ADDRESS “57 ekl LS - |

CITY 1 (unfusbure STATE ( 71 1. ZIP CODE /4582
EMAIL ADDRESS Aerx |
TELEPHONE NUMBER

1. Tam a reguler listener of WMHR on 102.9 MHz. T listen to WMHR (check all that apply):
o

At my home :

In my office
whichisiocatedal :

I my vehicle l/ , typically whil traveling in the vicinity of

2. 1first noticed interference to m reception of WMHR, 102.9 MHz on (give approximate date):
7 MaM .
3. The interference is occumring when 1 v fo listen to  WMHR (give location)
Je bS5  abewe . whec. durig e i oy Gagre ) g7 e
& K77 Gl bl #d 5, 77 s,

4. The interfering station was playing (describe “;’;m ;zmmfﬂ o)
Lap pmerdee S S ST

5. Neither I nor any member of my immediately family is an officer, director, employee of the WMHR
licensee or otherwiss have any connection with WMER except as a listener and an occasional donor.

Additional Comments: 4/ %4&) /4/%/ 4 Az L gty o/

et pocietl, Feeo @gwgé@? 7 yotghors Sty P ey . A ;9";%
: ‘ ;/; 7 _ s

Lo g éM et S ;2& {3’:‘:??@\ & e MY Fe dpuakers .

o

I declare under penalty of perjury that foregoing is true and correct.

SIGNED /l/j;z,/;f;ég; Q, VY

DATE @é’////

7




INTERFERENCE COMPLAINT

I believe that FM Translator W275AB, 102.9 MHz, Elmira, New York, is causing interference to my
reception of WMHR (FM), 102.9 MHz, Syracuse, New York.

NAME ?‘mﬁm}: + Delbys  Swmida
appress 1A Peells Lipd |
ey Pode Shitan state  INY _zircone €78

EMAIL ADDRESS oMY &gg«;. seith @ amails Com
] ] 7

! N o
TELEPHONE NUMBER (07 243 §09%

1. Iam a regular listener of WMHR on 102.9 MHz. 1 listen to WMHR (check all that apply):

At my home 2& -

In my office
which is located a1 ; : .

Inmy vehicle . . typically while traveling in the vicinity of
WL Edon | £l it

2. Ifirst noticed interference to my reception of WMHR, 102.9 MHz on (give approximate date):
spriny | 2018 .
| ;

3. The interference is occurring when I v to listen to WMHR (give location)
Watlms (Ao, Leck (113w ~— [puve .‘

4. The interfering station was playing gdeacn'be programmming):
heaTile ‘Y wvgie

5. Neither I nor any member of my immediately family is an officer, director, employee of the WMHR
licensee or otherwise have any connection with WMHR except as & listener and an occasional donor.

Additional Comments: Tt s 5’33 % ey ﬁ‘”"“ff; 28w )b\fe

M0AES Wil & we bepe Somdluy will b dare Jo remel,
£
A, ’

I dec}ére under penalty of perjury that foregoing is true and correct.

SIGNED

P £
A, O A
;{ {;{"f@ IR foo DATE SUL{’ 2/ ; 2018



ol THRENCE COMPLAINT
1 believe that FM Translator W275AB, 102.9 MHz, Elmira, New York, is causing interference to my
reception of WMHR (FM), 102.9 MHz, Syracuse, New York. o a1 : '
RECEIVED aus 0 g U

%
X,

NAME ! Neoo Sobae
ADDRESS _ PO 2o Ot (97 bm..-Cm,;‘:m. R

oy aetonn STATE NV ziPcoDE 441
EMAIL ADDRESS -

TELEPHONE NUMBER S <-o726- d452

1. 1am aregular listener of WMHR on 102.9 MHz. I listen to WMHR (check all that apply):

Atmyhome

In my office
which iz locsted at
In my ve hicle typically while traveling in the vicinity of

e Rablonn Cenavd & Chnandni un
o T

4

2. 1 first noticed interference to my reception of WMHR, 102.9 MHz on (give approximate date):

% ?ﬁ%f - ol
. 3. The interference is occurring when I wv to listen fo {give  location)
—
4. The interfering station was playing { escribe pr qy amming):
YAFIoUL DO el 0 e f“ Or'u\c }t“r é%g
1 ¥ T
5. Neither I nor any member pf my immediately family is an officer, director, employee of the WMHR
licenses or otherwise have any connection with WMHR except as a listener and an occssional donor,
Additional Coraments: e - much B0 s e ﬁ%%ia dhz et e ﬁmﬁ‘sf}éi
| SR T

M?}:;n&a \f by

I declare under penalty of perjury that foregoing is true and correct.

DATE __ 7-31-i%

SIGNED N ™ b

\




I believe that FM Translator W275AB, 1029 MHz, Elmira, New York, is causing interference to my
reception of WMHR (FM), 102.9 Mz, Syracuse, New York.

NaME_Npy b tidzz ()

avDRESS _| 304 Pise Ld
ey gz d sTATE _}) E;/’ zwcone _JYELD_

M

EMAIL ADDRESS

TELEPHONENUMBER 3/ T 5 34 )Z—'?g C%

1. 1am a regular listener of WMHR on 102.9 MHz. Ilzstantem(ch@gkaﬁthaiapp}y)

. S ke oK
In my office

which is located at ;

In my vehicle e . typically while traveling in the vicinity of
Dopides — Rimeo

At my home

2. 1 ﬁrst nat;ced mierfe%?ce to my reception of WMHR, 102.9 MHz on (give approximate date):

C} Z
3. The _interference ocourring  when 1 ®
L Deas ;1 P
4. The interfering stgtion was @yzﬁ (dembe pro, vangn?iﬁg):

2 S e s e

s 5. Neither I nor any member of my immediately family is an officer, director, employee of the WMHR
licenses or otherwise have any connection with WMHR except as a listener and an occasional donor.

Additions! Comments: Lo Azt Z ot /i <;%Zm f .., *z"féy e
w‘ﬁ— )5 @%a&%mf« Sf TW&AA,@‘“‘}—'

E@ﬁfmﬁéx L ;/Cz«:m 04%’5_!? p/ 5 "f Ly ,;é’; fx/

v ow owmw owom,



Exhibit B

Map Prepared by Robert Moore
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Michelle Brown Johnson, of Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, PLC, hereby certify that a true
copy of the foregoing Interference Complaint to be sent this 22nd day of August, 2018, via
U.S. First Class Mail, postage prepaid, and via email, where indicated, to the following

individuals:

John Joseph McVeigh, Esq.*
16230 Falls Road

P.O. Box 128

Butler, MD 21023-0128
kd4vs@comecast.net

Kevin M. Fitzgerald, General Partner
Europa Communications, Inc.

734 Chemung Street

Horseheads, NY 14845

* via email

%/ zfc// //é;/ 5 A A

Michelle Brown Johrison




