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ZINSE RECORD

oo tivdk TR RISy (et WailreT Call lettebs  WTAB= WIAE-TV (6-26-66)
PITTSBURGH, PA

Station location

THE HEARST CORPORATION (BALCT-254 WTAE EFF: 12-11-64)

Name of llmuexﬂsflw crrr AU SRR 1 ot B e

&me. 0.3 miles northwest of Buena Viutl,neur Buena iriata,Pn (BFPC’“;%,
Transmitter locationX O1f, Foater. toad,North Versailles-Township,Pa. - e e

B PCTw 520
Asdmore Boulevard at Pmm-Lincoln Parkway Interchange, W. burg, Pa, HMT(HEETEHHE!S;AHM

X ore Plvd, at Pm—LimoJ.n ' Wilkinsburg
n
Main studio Iucltluxfftf nard Rudavalupncnt AT} H? !port.l AT & Hﬁ’ﬂmfw’-ﬁ?;?b‘?

>7) BB



Appl. nm
" No. Issued Freq.

i [ ——

ARt h}lg! vkl g
' for_a jnew_Comm. V_B/C_Station,
POT-LBLY 9-25-57 CHal,  N-100 U J
"Mz 960 72 B=50 kw 5-25-58
Mod . CP(BHCT=147) e chg. TL,Ant.Sys. Ant.H.type_trans.4COuD)

909 11-£-57 | same =ane 8 me 9=25=57

fod._CP(BPCT-147, &8 mod) o chang 0. _3:25-38_
- REPORT & ORDER AIOPTED | l~ DOCKET 12255 CPW T A E
MODIF IED SPECIFY |OPER. G .# 4 STATION LOCATION AT PITTS-
BURGH F A INSTHAD OF MQK'™ ZSPOR PEHHA. 3UB.CONDITIONS:
(i)rom : mra-z'?t {ETHER IT ACCEPTS(b) WTAE
SUBMIT NECESS. INFDR._FQR &!;!-.EY__ =90 i
- 502k 2—].1.-53 same V-loo U 9=-25=57
ml 960! A- 50 k 3-25-58
Mod .CP(BPCT-147,a8 mod)to|chg.coopdin.in TL,Ant .Sys, FCC
720,3_ g | el R ] Sl
PCT-502p 3-3-58 | same same
pd . CP(BPLT-147,a8
DOCEET # 3-18-58| same same
12255 Mod .CP(ERCT-147,8s mod)tb change
BFF:_3-20-58 ; STATION LOCATION to Pitisburg)
BMPCT-5043 5-9-58 CH # L N-100 k u_
AH: 960 66-72 K-50 kw{AIN TRAI
Mod.CP (JPCTr-147,a$p mod)to|l chg. type ol trafhsmitters,
qaip. ant. _yst,u . (Form [720: 2049 ft. aby,sen leval

E N TN R |tlr... S NI 00006 ¢ DOLOI .t DRORORNL*WZr DO . D)
7 ___—
.‘,.31.;-'- lll‘l#b rlll i--.'l"ll‘li 1202 102V "R 200000000

BPFCT-248 5-29-58 | CH # 4|V~ 50 iy Test, t.. -29-58 ~
AK:880 66=72 |A- 25 k E-rs- r- 1-29-59
EP_f-.Q flll ' BANS .. (AND J

A

EP‘_—*:‘& A€ »
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COMM. TV

~ BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date flcst llceased . _. ... .. .. .. Call letters W T AE .

- e A o

Statlon location . Pittaburgh, Pennav)vanias

Name of liceasee .. TRLEYISION CI¥Yo XNCo.o

e i L D L L ppa———————————

Transmitter location __See Card #1

mmm mm“mmm.__

e L RN

h'. alﬁlo lmt l“ '----.i.'-'ijﬁ-.---._i.-.-..-“..-..i-..'.'..ul-.“--*'“—...-




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORZD

Appl. Date Time Period
No. Issued Freq. Power Div. From-- Tu-q-____
BRCT=LTE| 72760 | ssme | same | same B=1=60
FAIN TRANS.& ANT. |RENEWALIOF LICENSE _ _ _|_ _8-1-63 _ _
BRCT=4T78 | 7-27=60 same | same same 8-1-60

ISASANT._ LRENEWALLIOF LICENSE _ _ _|_ _8=1=63 _ _
086 |8-1-62 Vpluntary|transfeyr of Positive oontrol of
ensee dorporatioh through sidle of 60,00 phares of stock
rom Earl|F. Reed apd Irwin|D. Wolf],Jr.,as Vpting Trustees

to The Hearst Corppration,| EFF: |8-3-62 |
mcr-ma '7-31-63 Same | same | same

& m. RmEHAL 0y

-4'?3 '?-31-63 same
m- - . & m- RMAL .

-T -2 12=29 J olunts
EARST CORPOF E

m'r-j 5% B3-65
AR:960" NSL 2049, 1.668-72|A=- 20
AND ANTENNA

ALTERMATE MATN
| CP_to ingtail sbove at_Maij Transds Ant.

WIRZ 3.29-66 RE TENDERED LIC. APPL.,
OPER. WIAE AITERNATE MAIN TRANS. & ANT. OV IPRG, TEST
ACCORD., SE:EC. 1 ,029 2ULES & TP BF‘u..L-"i‘H‘*b

—TTTTT r— —— — — —. re—— - - — S e | — — — — — — — i . s —

7=-29-66 CR-4 I}.{:
= & AN E’E”ﬂ-

‘AUX._T

-
. — — —

-l—-l--l-—__-__-_—
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1954 l 3 ™
DROADGABTIN G STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first licensed . AT X Call letters  WITAE-TV

Station location ~1ttsburgh, Fa.

Name of liceasee THE HEARST CORPORATION

BT eSSl PSS BE RS PR ey e B S EE R RS BY B PABETEES B R R e s B 8 L L L T L L L I g -

’

Teaatnittor Ieation < SRR A e e e

I T R R Y ' & &

Mals stuttle lecation . ... . . . SEE GARD ] O e e e e i,




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date | 1nnw Ruiﬁ
No. Issued Freq. Power Div. From.. To.

BPCT-4586| 5-15-73 | CP to ihstall precise (L] 7-15-73
rraquany contrpl equip |11-15-74

“Wire 6-22-73 | Be tendpred 11d. appl., uth, grtd.
_oper._PTA_accord. [73.629 & BFCT-/Z€

BLCT-2220 | 7-31-73 |Lic.(BP(T-4586)|for chgs.] 8-1-75
ALTERNATE A

AIN TRANSMITTERS |AND ANTE

BPCT-4703 t.-ao-w. CP to chg Trans
ALTERNATE AANSMITTERS | AND ANTENNA 10-30-75

. - -

WIRE 12-18-74 | Re tendered 1i¢. appl., |authg. grtd.

oper. WTAE-TV on pyogram tgst accoxd. Sect. [73.629 rules
ardd CP BP

WIRE 1-28-75 | Auth. drtd. opdr. WTAE-T *
end. 4-28-75 with |presently auth. |[RCA TT-3dFLD using diod
modulatéy supplied in that| rans. gr using grid modulator
normalley supplied with type accepted RCA TT-30FL trans.
subject n full c'nplianc. with tqch. requifrements of the

'BL"T 2358| 3-28-75| Lic.(BPCT-4703) for chg ;

.-._.--_.-. T —— — = & & _n ) e B _F __3 _J i — A —

BRCT-478 | 7-23-75| RENEWAL} OF LIC nsaﬁg
~_ _ALTERNATE_MAIN TRANSMITTEBS.:¢ AUX

WIRE [-7-76 |Re tendpred Licg¢nse application, auth.

granted dgper. with RCA TT-POFL traps. on PTj accord.
sec. 73.429 Rules.

S —— A ——— = roge———ur—_T & o — O —-—--—-——_--.—--

BSCT-478 | 9-30-76 [ML to show trang. as Vis.,: RCA TT-30FL
(1) and RCA|TT-25BL{ both with Tracor
6500A PFC Unitsy Aur.: R}

authority




| ,{. M APPLICATION nm BROADCASTING
> % Call WIAE
O30 AR

Appl oat:lon for Nature

Construction permit for new commercial tele- |Siemd
vision droadcast atation

Frequency: Ch.f8, 82-88 mgn.cyolu

s P ! Zkw
(S5 et st

Hours of operation: Unlimited

Studio & Tranemitter: Orandvi

and Wyom Ste,, Pittedurgh nna,
(Lurt FM-3A u.l.m
(Vigt RCA T-1 Max.lkw(peak)

Fild by Geo. O. Button. .l.tt'y.
Petition | Shrdierd! |Emowtustetaxzadxzrax

Filed Lk retix
rmendnent | IERCELY

X .“,.....,,.,, See: Carxd #2
D AP S a iy :J *‘:
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Jﬂ“CLLL TELEYTY
mmmon RECORD - nomcmf' ING o

Call
Letters Nttt ATAE
—ASAEEN X ERTUAUX '”f"ﬂ JIC'ORUL L L CIN
Ye 0o Chamt n 30 BldRey 401 =

| 2900 Gran! mmng :':m-mrgh. Pa.
.~ File Fo. Date 1 Application for

EPCT-147(coptinued)

Petition |11-13-47 | To request weinstutement and grant of applic
Flled 11=13=-47 | tionm, as amended (gee below)

Amendment | 11=12=L7 ?o c fre uency rrm Ch#6(82-88 mes)to
Rec 'd 11=13=47 g ;1 80-186 mos !.R.P. grom Vis. 14.21'-

Filed Q MII'- 27 8. 0.8w, Aur, 16.2kw; type
2 of transmitter and untcnm systen,

Filed by Whlliam Thompson, Atty,
(Vis. & Aur. RCA, TT=54)




Additional ingformation recd. 12-5-.7 refer-

ence corporate/structure
and finanoial
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“Fon ,-Amp_ - APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING .  COML TV B/C
FORMERLY FLC Form D4 Call *

. Letters ... Nli--f'f’ 2
Rame  ALLEGHENY M“w.g: e
PO, 2812 Grant Building, Pittsburgh 1 Pennsylvania)
2, Cr V., o y <

File No. Dated Applicnt.tnn RO e . [ Navire

e OPINION
AMENDED |12-5-52 |(PURSUAN™ TO SIXTH REP(RT & ORDER-4-11-52) oS
Roo'd 12-12-52 [FREQ: Ch, #4, 66=72 mos
Filed 12-12-52 [ERP; Vis. 100 kv, Aur. 50.1 kv
Hours of operation: Unlimited

OFf Foster “d.,=fitte—Gak-Aanenghy-
N. Versailles 9 vania
(Vis, & Aur. RCA TT-25-BL) (485'
ed by Plerson & Ball, Attys.
12-11-53 | Amended change type antenna and change in
'd & Fil 12-11-53 | Officers & Directors.
2=26=54, Anended to chamge description lt tranmitter

2=26=54 lmntim tzhﬁff Foster Road Veosailles
‘“.’ ﬁ“.

2-26~54 |Toumship, egheny County,
studio location te: lst, Ward, Redevelopment

Area, Ha!u%orti %lm
Harrison T, ] c
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A g S o e T Pooan. TV
APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call WIAB
e e g e | Letters .. N3N .
(P.0.-2813 Grent Hlde,. Pittsburgh 19, Pennsylvania) o f - cs' o
T — SO00 - od B_20.5 Action
File No. Dated Application for Nature Date
BPCT-147 RANTED 7%25=57
AMEDH 9=-27-54 Amended re Stockholders Bocekt #| 7287

Rec'd 10-1-51,

Flled | 10-29-54
- AMEDD 12-6=54 |Amended to change mme of applicant from
Res'd 12-8=-54, 21”" Broadsasting Corp. to Televisiom
m'* »

Mt
Amended 7-22-57 | Amended to change stockholders, financial

v 2 f1led 7=-25=57 | & Article: of Incorporation,

F.C.C. - WABSHNINGTON, D. &
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Fonw BC-121 ABCORD - BROADCASTING oMM, TV
- Aus. 1955 Call
. Letters .. W TAF

“ mgmm..ﬂiglt‘mimlnili“il““illlll-ll.lii..i--l-l-lli-l-i-l-4--Hl----- sl sSlfd s rad s
insylvania

Action

Nature __Datu

File No. Dated Application for

BMPCT=48,0 -23-57 |Mod. of CP (BPCT=147) to change T+L fram Off
Recd & FMlled| 8-26-57 |Foster Road, North Versailles Township, Pa. t
Approx, 0,3 mile MR of Buena Vista, near

Buena Vista, Pa,; make changes in antenna sysfem
& other equipment; change ant. ht. abv., aver.

terrain to 965 ft, chang~ type of transmitter

GRANTED | 9-=25=57

Mod, of CP (BPFCT-147, as mod,) to change S-L

:u lst Ward Redevelopment Ares,
« tbrAt FEmn~-Lincoln Parkway interchange

on Ardmore, Blwd,, Wilkinsburg, Pa. and r:quo

ver of Sectiom 3.613(b) of the Rules.
Frederick H. Walton, Jr., Atty.

nev Comm. TV broadcast station) t6 make chg.
in T-L (coordinates (seconds) only) and make
change in antenna system.

Frederick H. Walton, Jr., Atty.

F.CC +» WABNINGTON, D. &
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Letters ¥ T AR

- -2
| Aotiop
- File KNo. Dated Application for < | Nature Date

4 o ». 28 | MNodificatiom of CP (BPCT-147, as mod.. whi

::cm l—l-.'o:' authorised new Comm, TV B/C station) to extemd GRANTED |3- 3-58
2-10- ion date from 3-25-58 T0 9-25-.58,

el B I I R P —— IH'—mm‘Jh-.m——-—— - an o= = P —

ON 2-20-58 |RESPONSE TO|COMM., REPORT AND ORDER IN DOC. 12255 (ADSPTED|GRZATED | 3-I8<58 B roan
2-12-58 EFF| 3-20-58) ADVISING THAT WTAE ACCEPTS MODIFICATIGW act! : 3=20-58 &=

CP SPECIFY OPERATI(N, CHANNEL # 4, STATION LOCATION A${In accord)report & order
PITTSBURGH, | PRNSTLVANIA INSTEAD OP MOKEZSPORT, PENNSYLVANI'in Dool 13555 aiocios

vhich auth, a new Comm. TV b/c station) to
change type of transmitters to RCA TT-25BL
and other equipmsnt and mhie-ehénge fif
system.

rF.C.C. - wWasimaTON. D. G
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" APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

= &
o]

Form BC-121
Auve. 1955

Call

tetters . N TAE
ELEVISION CITY L e ) e R RN
«0. 400 Ardmore .Blvd.,Pittsburgh 30,Pa, Lt, 9-12-58)

File No. Dated

S BPCT-2482 | 3-20-58 |CP to instell suxiliary transmitter and
Rood & ] 3%=21-58 |antennssat the main transmitter site.
AUX,. TRAKS, & ANT. (Contingent on grant of BMPCT-5063 filed

simltanecusly herewith)
Frederick H. '.lm’ ey ltt’-
Amsnded to maks in antema system

BILT-859 8-25-58 License to cover CP (BPCT-147, as mod, by
Rec A filed | 8-29-58 |[Doeket # 12255),wvhich auth, a new Commercial
MAIN TRANSMIITER AND Televigion Broadcast Stationm.
Frederick H, Walton, Jr.-atty

Application for

ANEID, | 4(-22-58
Recd &

-_ - - - - - - —-— - — e R o . - E e e D S e e e ] e o e

BICT-860 8.25-58 License to cover Construction Permit (BPCT- | GRANTED | 6=16=59

Reo.k filed | 8-29-58 |2482) which authorized installation of Auxilig
AUXILIARY TRAKSMITTERS | Transmitters and Antenna,

AND ANTENRA Frederick H, Jaltap Jem.a3ty




I

Ave. 195§

File Fo.
BRCT-478 x.-ao-eo
Recd . &P1led | 5-3-50

EE .

Recd AFiled | 5-3-60
AUX. TRANS. & ANT.

BrC- 4086 7-5-62
Rec.Afiled 7-9-62

MAIN & AUXILIAR
‘TRARS. & ANTENNA

ERCT=L7e 7| B-16-63 T
Recd.&F1led | 4-24~63

Recd,&Filed| 4-2L4-63
lm- mm- & Mi

Pon wm “

TELEVISION cm, INC,
W'“"‘“

ANT._ _ _

" APPLICATION RECORi, - BROALCASTING

Call :
Letters __H TAE' S
Application for R 3 Nature Date
RENEWAL ¥ LICENSE GRANTED 7=27-60
Bilsdtby ¥William C. Koplovits,Atty.
NG TN ) amm [ '7:2.‘,_;0' =
Wm. C. Koplovits, Atty.

- - W S A R N R S R R S S T S e ae e - s . e e e

Voluntary transfer of m control of GRANTED 3-1-62
licensee corporation through sale of 60,000 | EFP:s 8-3-62

shares of stock from Earl F. Reed and Irldn D

Wolf, Jr., as Voting Trustees to The Hearst

Corporation

Dempsey & Koplovitz-attys

VA R A G e SN R GRANTED | ~— 7-31-83
Md.mk H- Hlltﬂn,tll'-

Frederick H. Walton,Jr.

rec «- waswinaTon. B 4
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Form BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Ave. 1958 Call

g L W T A E
| THE HEARST CORPORATION (12-23-64) N T
e’ TELEVISIQN CITY, IKC. 3

File No. Dated Application for Nature Date

BALCT=254 12-16=64 | Voluntary assigmment of license to The GRANTED 12-~23-£H
R&PF 12-17-64 |Hearst Gorp!:itim. 0 & EFFs 1p-31-64
HPCT- 3506 | 5=6-85 | Construction permit to install an Alternate e
Recelved 5-10-65 |Main Tranmmitter (RCA TT-10AL) at Main Trans 8-3-63
Tiled £.17-65 wgitter and Antemna location; reduce Aural ERP [#*issued jas ALTERNATE
IR Py fram 50 kw to 20 kw and change tyve of Aura] AN IRARRLITIER AND
(ATH TRANS. AND | transmitter to RCA TT-10-Al, (¥ Delete Aux,Trahs.) 94 Bl

ASENASSASE EEEE TR SRS e

=3566)which author- |,

- .

R BT 1572 12566 License to cover CP

- R&F 32866 {zed installation of an Alternate Main
ALTERNATE MAIN TRANS. Transmitter at Main Transmitter and Antonna

AND ANTENNA Location.
e E?ELE&?&QEHQQL_

» f v




W,

= = - -

Fomm BC-I12Y
Ave. 1955

THE HEARST CORPORATION
cndeFittavurgh, ho

Dated
4-25-66 | RENEWAL OF LICENSE

File RNo.

BRCT.478
R&TY

S.& ANTENNA

- en - - -

Press |G 1 %0

al, 9 Voting

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Application for

4-29-66 | Dempsey & Koplovits, Atty.

7-19-68 | lioemsee corporaties from

Willism R, m‘ r., Richard E, Berlin,

Agreement to Randolph A, Hearst, Willism R.
m' :r-’ Richaxd E. Bﬂm' ot .1’ 13
Trustees of the Family Trust.

Fredeorick H, H.lt_.hl‘tt,l(m & ‘.’1 its)

o1V

Call
Letters M TAE -~

ANES S ASSAAREN ES S FARRSEFS S ba s BAnBE el am

of the Voking Trust

RANTED | 7-24-69
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E ] a1 1- C

Form BC-12) | mucmou IIODI.D BROADCASTING

Ave. 1988 4 Call
Letters WIAE-TV

LA L b1 T T T ey " rTr Tt

Rame THE HEARST CORPORATION
ITTSBURGH, PA.

T T T E T e e e L

_. &

File No. Dated Application for

BRCT-478 75.19-69 [RENEWAL OF LICENSE

R& P 5-21-69 '-I-Ulltﬂ..ll‘.&tl:’.(n-rm & ‘OPIW’.C')
PRESS Y £7 1989

PR Recd.
$0 ”l"? 5-21-69

ih 8
---—- ---—-

A, -ﬂ..h . 6—”—70

BRCT-478 §-25-T2 RENEWAL OF LICENSE

R & -!" 5=3-T2 ALT. MAIN TRANS. & ANT.
B=3=T2 AUX. ANT.

Frederick H. Walton, Jr. (Dempsey & Koplovitz)

Amended 7--7-72 to submit letters between
station and Committee for Open Media;
Create, Inc. and NOW.

Ltr. 3-5-73 in resp, to Comm. 1tr. 12-27-72
re equdl employment - to Foret 3-14-73,




* APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING  COMMERCIAL 1V

Call
Letters HTAB-TV

Application for Nature Date
CP to install precise frequency control GRANTED 15-15-73
mm.ﬂt-
Atty: Frederick H, Walton, Jr, (Dempsey &

Koplovits)

Lic. to cover (BPCT-4586) for changes.  |GRANTED H 7- T R
F.H, Walton, Jr. Dempsey & Koplovitz, atty,
CP to chg. type trans., RCA TT30-FLD. b GRAHTED 7 4-90-74

I-'I:-:;lu Atty: Frederick H, w.lfﬂn' Jr, (D-plm : t”
1=-11=74

AN 2 4 1974




¥ el " COMMERCIAL TELEVISION
APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters .. NTAE-TV _

Bane THE B AR R O o eiccasesssasssunnsonbocssssssssassosacess
CH-4 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

' dotion
File Ro. Dated Application for Nature Date

BLCT-2358 | 11-27-74 |License to cover construction permit (BPCT- |GRANTED | 3-28-75->
R&F 12-3-74 4703) for changes.

#370006 $50.12-3-74 Atty: Frederick H. Walton, Jr. (Dempsey and

AC: 058 1-3-7§m5 Koplovitez)

PRESS:
BROT-478 | 3-21-75 [RENEWAL OF LICENSE ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ "~~~ ~- AT TR T S
R&F 4-1-75 | (ALT. MAIN TRANS. & ANT.)(AUX. ANT.) ot b P
PN Rec'd: &4-1-75 Annual Report Filed
PRESS: 4 ArR 975 Atty: Frederick H. Walton, Jr. (Dempsey &
Koplovitz)
3 1 _6-16-75_re_e¢ AmE t . LR, il e O
BRCTV-319 |6-8-76 Raquaat nut.hority to operate trnn-itbar by | GRANTED _-f 8.27_7 - -
R&F 6-14-76 remote control from 400 Ardmore Boulevard,
#579398810p 6-14-76 | Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
AC-001
PRESS 13 JULER| Atty.: Frederick H. Waltom, Jr.

(Dempsey end Kopluvit:)

o LD -2

2 - (o m’“qé ML




1 COMMERCTAL TV

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call |
Letters .. WIAE-TV

m L]

T LT T T T R R T T P L e el

dction

Nature Date

Mod. of ILic. to chg. type tramns. to DISMISSED 9-30-76

RCA TT-30 FL. Unnecessary per Section
Atty.: (Dempsey & Koplovitz) Fred Walton, J§73.640(a))(5) Rules.

Application for

(rapnpnpeapepeersrsrr ¥ T 1T 3 L T L L L L 0L 1 ------------‘----------------------------- -

RENEWAL OF I,ICI!ISB
(Main Trans, & Ant,.)(Aux, Ant,)
Atty.: Frederick H., Walton, Jr,

’-------

F

3-30-81 | RENEWAL OF LICENSE
ATTY: FREDERICK H. WALTON, JR.
| {PEMPSEY AND KOPLOVITZ 3

810401L
R&F

y~1-81




Tty. rec'd, 7-3-78 frew MAAOP, Bittsburgh Branch, requesting sction on renewal be withheld for
.E.&:L-—-‘--‘ih-_--.-.----n‘-_------------------------------------—--—--------_

~ REQUEST FOR ’Mﬁ‘?’lm k=22-81 by Florence Bridges for the same.




APPLICATION lleomm»ﬁuﬂuc
COMRERCIAL TELEVISIO

Call Letters:

Description




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast radio stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

TV History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest TV stations.
History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database in 1980 to track
broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS). However, the
Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system. Instead, it
retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of television station
history.




