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Date first. liceased . == Call lotters* WBCT

'_.. R L F s == Station location: BOSTON, MASSACAUSE™TS

!

NEW BOSTON TSLEVISION,INC. (BAPLCT-69 715565 EFF: 8-30-65)
. Name of llceasee®BOSTON CATHOLIC TELEVISION CENTER,INC.
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:
> . Rast of Highland Ave. & Route 128 l.-u-.nuu.tm-u!lz 8-13-69)
- ”;g.nrm cmg: BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS (BMPCT-5926 1-28-64)
Transmitter locationXRsltham Street, Zion NMountain, Woburn, Massachusetts =~

83 Leo Birmingham Parkway, Boston, Mass., (Ltr. 7-18-69; Eff: 7214-69)
Main stedio location x27 Cranby Street, Boston, Massachusetts
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

i

I

Appl. Date ERP Time Period
No. Issued Freq. Power Div, From- To

e . — -

-3156] 5-15-63| CH.#38|V-1000 U 7=15.53
it LLO' MSL:1627' |614-620|A~ 509 k 1-15-64
SONSTRUCTITON_PZRNIT FOR A NEW Comm{ IV _B/C_Spation. _ _ _ _
. BMPCT-5926 1.28-84 CH,38 | V=240 DA U 7=15-63
BMPCT-5934 1-28-84 614-620 A-123 jkw DA AR:J40° 7-28-64
u- of cP (m l”|) : ﬁh- Y 'n.t »e|] of ant.ant.sys.
AH._exter{sion_of icompletion date. MSLs 8447 _
10-8.&L | REURLET|S & TENDERED LIC| APPLIC., AUTH,
WIHS-TV| ON PROG}, TEST A{CORD. SBEf. 73.629 RULES
7-5986. | ADVISE NHEN OPER. COMMENPES UNDER THIS

| WIRE
'OR, OPE

" .
«'wl)
L]
i

7-15-63
d completion dt 1-28-63

1=14-69 | CH.#38 V.21 U l=14-0635
SL1B&4" 514620 A-107kw §=1-66
to_cover| CP(BPCTR3136, ap mod.) | _ _ _ ___ .o
1-14-6% CH.#38 [V.214kw]) v 3-14.65

SL1844° |614-620 |A=}07kel 9u14-65

3740°
;h'_ngu:f lﬁ_q!R!.'q_FEH_ﬁ lEF!F;- —— - - e - -
nt of [CP and License

? «89 721563 Voluntary assign
." m I.l - I“m Im'— - l g- : 1 - S —
MIRE | 8-%-65 RE TEIDERED LIC. APPL. AUTH. GR. OPERATE
MIHS-TV DN PROG, TEST ACCORD SEC.7ZP.629_& CP BPCT-345)  _
BRCT-580 3-24-66 CH.#38 -214 kW DA U 4-1-66
AH: 74D° 14-620 A=-107 kW DA 4-1-69

v S
3 BPE T3

MSL:8ed'.  _ _ _ [RENEWAU OF LICENSE _ _ J|_ _ _ _ _ _ _
BTC-5100 7-27-66 | Voluntary transffer of control of
licensee corp. { Bosto Cnthnl-cTclevls-gg Center, Inc.

R BROADCASTING CQMPANY, _[EFF: 824

> 7.28=66 |CH.38 | V=214 ke DA U 7<28-66
614-620|A- 42.7| kw DA 4=1=69

(BPCT-B451)whikh auth, ¢hgs. in_station

4-19-67 | REURLET 19 FEND. FILTERPFLEIER REPAIRS
. WSBE-TV MULTIPLEX AUR. SIGNAL ON FIS. CARRIER
. ENDING |5-19-67 | SUBJECT| CAUSING NO INTERFERENCE
AUTH. : ISE WHEN NORMAL OPER, RESUMED.

S . . — - N - — A N A A $#

11_25_6a V-303 ki DA U 1-25-69
Li8&A" | A-60.4 w DA f 7=-25-69

__(_T to chg.EXr . type of transa.




Fora BC 126
June 1984

BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

- _'-"_“H_-*--_ pr—

Statioa locations Boston, Mass.
{
Name of llcenses _NEM BOSTON TRLEVISION, IMC.

VPR T TR T (R e 50 L T O T T T
mm—h_h—“ﬁ-lﬂli.-‘h



CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date
No. Iasued

WIRE 12-10-
Sk =TV ON |PROG.
BECT-4160.
LTR. BY
PERIOD

Time Period
Power Div. From- To

LICENSE APPL. AJTH. GR. OPER.
SEC. 73.629 RULESAND CP

O - . | e - e A —

VER OF SEC. 73.651(c) FOR
L_PROGRAMMING] _ _

 OF LIEBSE | ~ ~ &-1.72"

V-lzw k" U lo-u-

AH:1170' MSL:)MJA9' 615620 | A~ 251 |kw 413N

REBUMRBRD .
6-12-70|Ch. 38 [V.1260k
14-620 |A, 126
SL: 1349
-4160) |for

Ffam 13-22-71_
RENDING QOMBEL
LI1C., ABPLI, AU
END, 12-18-71_ACCORD STEPTY ONE_AN

Ill--E’.-Jfl MP (B «-4429) Ito remov
altemate drive

_‘_hA.NT.

A A A . — | — e A  —

12-13-71 ABOVE AUTH. GR.| 11-18-71
EXT, X

E 3 — = _—

. o Rl g
2.17-72 ABOVE AUTH. GR
4-19-72 | ABOVE AUTH. GR.}




Fradoiee P
June 1954 |
BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first liceased o Call Jotters .  NSBK-TV
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time Period
No. Issued Freg. Power Div. From- To

BMPCT-7329) Superseded 4-20-72 to_cbgrect type| transmitters
Wire 5.9-72 |[Re tendld. 1lic.| appl. au$h. gtd. oper

Main Trans! & Ant, HIA accorfl. 73.620 & BMFCT{7329,

BERCT-583 6-29=72 | RENEWAL CRNSE(S) 4=1=75

BICT-2155 |9-14-72 | Ch-38 | V-126C Unl., |9-14-72
AH:1170" MSL:1349' |614-620 | A-126 4-1-75

ca to_cover (BPCT-4429 as_mod,) for Alterpatp Driver. _
-583 5-19-75 | Renewal| of lice 53_(5) 4=1=78

- ——— - A — -

WIRE 8-20-75 | Pend. ssign action pn applicatio
_or constfuction permit, BPCT-4861, auth, grid. install
and oper. |RCA TFU-25GC as replacemerit ante for currentl
licensed -35G. th. aljso grtdJ install femp. RCA
TFU-10J ast. to be joperated on an finterm basjis during
replacemegt of mair] antenng. Maxi effectiive radiated
pwr. of ejther ant) may not] exceed |[that proppsed. This
auth. expires 11-1§8-75. Advise whqn operatipn commences
under either phase [of this lauthorigy. If -10J antenna
to be retédined on germanent] basis, |[necessa file FCC Fo
301 for Cry.

MIRE | 11-24-73 Above
BPCT-4B61 12-5-75| Ch. 38| V. 1170 kw U 2-5-76
AH: 1180' MPL: 1349'| 614-620 A. 117 |kW 6=5-77

CP to chg ERf, transd ant. & | HAAT HPN TRMTAHD f.EIT.

e — — — - — — —— O ——

Above| auth. et to 2-1§-76.

*—-.—-—- T — O —

793 _ | 1=2A-76_WVOL TQ _ _ - |- = - -
WIRE 2-18-76 Above wire ext). to 5-18

70.




June 1054 #°
-~ BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD ‘

| WSBK=TV
L R N

.
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Date [irst Il.dll_l

. SEE CARD ¢l
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time Period
No. [ssued Freg. Power Div. From- To

3=11-76 pend. fil. of [lic. app)| auth, grtd.
oper. WSBE-TV accord. your requestgd procedufe and BPCT-
4861. Effective radiated ppr. may [not exceed that

pr.untly ml:h. dvise Y oper. [commences|under each
stef " 18476

TC-80)€ m-lﬂ_-

HIRERE[.HM 5, pdnc ling 11q4. application, auth.
extend ins and dr rlte CA TFU-35 G as replacement ant
for currently lic. PFU-35G. Accord. |[with BPCT}4861. Auth.
also grted| install |[temp. RCA TFU-1(V ant. to| be oper. on
an interm basis during replare. of main ant. . effec.
radiated p¢wer of eilther ant. may nqt exceed gthat proposed
Advise wheg oper. camences under ejther phasp of this a
This auth. |expires 18, [1976.

R —— i —— - O — — O — . T — - T —— - -

WIRE 7-16-76 | Pending ng] 1ic. appl. auth.
extended install & bper. RCA TFU-250C as replacement ant.
for cur. lic. TFU-3FG. Accopd. with| BPCT-486]. Auth. also

grted insfall temp 'ICATTUJan to be oper. on an
interm bagis dur replacement of main ant. an eff.
rad. power] of either ant. mpy not e caad tha} proposed.

s authl will rpquire copstruction
s auth ppires 1P-18-76.

Wire 7-29-76| Same ap above .E!E&EEH 12:13*76

12-3-76 | Above gquth. exflended to | 1-30-77

g -t R . B N N - - . . . . - CE I I O e T B W O L B I N LI T

WIRE 2-2-717

in accord. with BPLT- 4861 except t. mﬂunt d approx 20
feet lowdr also pepding 1 tnllnt:Fn of proposed nine

Further exten. on

inch horflzontal trapnsmission line.| This auth exp. 3-30-7

- i . e . . - - - L I N
e - - L ¢ & T & =& - e .

B,PCT-'Q&B 11-- R." 'LR '?111\1; klﬂ U = 18_"’""

AH: 1160° : ) A. 14) kW 5-18-78
T Sl e R e [T
BLCT-2556] 9-30- "' Lic. td cover {EPCT 48610) 4.1-
- - -
WIRE | 3-26-77| PTA

l
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3 m_ : -“n_, ﬂlmmm CARD NO.

MM-nvl‘lmt;mln‘ll-l--- ww ---!-.S.-.B-.‘- -:H
PRI Stetion Location . .. SEE. CARD NO. ]
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Avthorizetion Record

8PCT=230b80KG ). 10=30=23_CP_TO_CHG. ERP_|y-38-79

AH: 1160"MSL:1349
Vi 1170k¥  Unl
At 117 ko,

FREQU: LlY-L2D

!!SI:E!E----- J=e1:-28

3-14-79 l.i.c to cover CP
(BPCT-4963) for chgs.

Form BC-128 (Bech)
Decombes 197)




et T A . : . : ercial TV hs bt

Fomm BC-121 v APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
NIRS-TY

Ave. 1958 Call
Letters —% - ¥ B ¢ §

T e B . -

l ‘1. " t]"‘ ' "'_"'b". i

”'I‘_‘*mx_h_l Qranb;

File No. ' 3. Application for luf.un/ Date

Xnstruc t for a new Cammercial TED | 51563
G’Iﬁ- m by ADOPTED

T=L: Zion Mt,, Waltham St., Woburm, Mass,
“t”m&..mm

(Ms, & Aural - RCA, TIU-25B)

AH; 440 f£t,

STATION LOCATI(N: Boston, Massachusetts

McKenna & Wilkinson, Atty.

George R, Towmsend, P, 0, Box 2210,
Springfield, Mass,




- -
. . . "
b h,
N

" Fomm 8C-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING -, 1Y
~ Auve. 1988 | Call \
b Letters ... WIHS-TV

Nase . BOSTONL CATHOLIC TELEVISTON CENTER, DNC,
- L AN : ALY
File No. | Dated ; Application for

EMPCT-5926 N=14=63 | Mod, of CP (BPCT-3156, which authorized a | GRANTED
‘Rec, & flled | 11-18-63 | new Commercial Television statim) to change [rssued
| ERP from Vis, 1000 kw, Ayr, 509 kw to

Vis. 35 h’. Aur, 122-5 kw; transmmitter lo-
cation to Prudential Center, Boston, Mass,;
type of antenna to RCA, TFU-24DAS; make
changes in antenna system; and increase
mmm:W'tmta

- BRPOTSS93 [T I26-63 | Modification of CP (BPCT-3156, which auth-
R& P 12-9-63 |orized a new Comm, TV broadcast station)

arlt;i completion date from 1-15.44 to

7"' .




APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

mi lo. hni( og_L¢ Hature : Dase

3 | ,_*,,_ Mod. of CP mcr-nsu-hm suthorised &
%ﬁ. -l new Comm. IV B/C Station) to extend comple~ |GRANTED | 7.28.64

tion date from 7-20-66 to 1-28.65

IO-S-H License to cover CP (BPCT-3156,a8 mod,)which | GRANTED| 1.14-63
.nm 10-6-64 | authorized a new Comm. TV B/C Statiom.

10-21-“ Construction Permit to change of SRANTEL
10-23-64_| tranmittars_to 804 Tl o - o e o) e o
Voluntary assigment of construction permit | REUIRNE -
m%mulnmm. Inc. |Regunes




B i o
- 8

B G T S e TR e - Aty COMY, TV
B ™ . ‘i." ‘.’l_ - i
~ Foru BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
~ Aus. 1988 Call wWear o9
| | » Letters ﬂﬂ;f"
.ﬂ | ISTUN . !1- (" ' "
. x *.-:._-E—E*-:-, -." 1. ?mrz:‘l {J"' .“':'j!' by T T —— P ——— j -'
STON, MASSACHUSETT §ip 03315 &

‘ dotion
Dated Application for Nature Date
| License to cover CP (BPCT.3451, )which author RANTED | 7-28-66

ized changes in existing stationm.

i direct buy®h¥téfens of MoXenna

11=23-65 | Amended to change name of licensee to
11-26-65 | New Boston Television, inc.

"13-18-65 [REMEWAL Of LICENSE ~ O T T T """

= 0 ﬁ-ﬂ tﬂ.ﬂ- n T"- Ef-tﬂ'- m-or n.a-al;. --------
from Boston Catholic Television Center, Inec,

to Storer Broadoasting Company
PETITION FOR GRANT WITHOUT HRO filed simml

Atty for transferor - David Stevens
for transferee - Warren Zwicky




O e Y | COMM. TV
 Fomm 8C-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
. Ave. 1958 Call | i
| Letters Jo0k-1V

‘mame NEW BOSTON TELEVISION, INC.

-,

Application for

110-22-68 mstruction Permit tc change ERP to Vis.
10-24-68 [301 kw (DA) Aural 60 kw (DA) and change
311968 [tYPe of transmitter to RCA TTU-30A.

- e . - .- - O S S R A S S S R S D Y D E S S S e .

3 I.&. | -

b File Ro.

~ BPCT-A160

_ .‘ ¥
!IBS

"-IISC 12-3-68 |LICENSE (BPCT-4160) for changes.
e

~ PRESS DEC 12 1989

“BRCT-583 | 12-23-68 BRL-OFICGERE e
R& P 12-30-68
$150.4480220 "
PRESS N 16 WO

PN Recd.



\

BPCT«AL60 Condition: Operstion with EXP {n Excess of 1000 kv after 12-1-70,

. ﬁ“mﬁi-mﬂmuotmtwm.




e

* APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Fomm BC-121

Ave. 1988 Call Ry
Letters _ Wo0K-IV |
Rame W (A R
Che J8 Buston j tts
Aot Lor
File Fo. Application for Nature Date

BPCT- 4232 CP to chge ERP to Vis. 1230 kw (Horz), GRANTED | 8-13-69
Rie. & filed Aur. 246 kv (Horz); transmitter location to |[Commissi¢n action
$150 #516000| 5-19-69 «33 mi. B, of Highland Ave. & Rte. 128, CORDITION BACK OF CARD

PRESS MAY 2 3 1969
PN RECD.
PR RECD

(Over)

Needham, Mass. (42 18 12 71 13 08); type of
transmitter to GE TT62A; type of antenna to
RCA TFU-35G; and increase ant. hgt. abowve
average terrain to 1168 ft.

Warren C. Zwicky, Atty.

——

BLCT-1999 LICENSE (BPCT-4232) for changes. GRANTED | 6-12-70
L 4 Amended 4-28-70 re engr. data. issued withBMLCT-70]
$30 #559332 and BLCT}1854
i :
BEMICT- 701 3-19-70 | ML to reduce Aur. ERP to 123kw(H).
R&EPF 3-23-70 f:::? th Gt;lfé;.? fasa
050691;! $30| 3-23-70 | Atty.: Warren C. Zwicky and BLCT}1939

MAR o ”
* ¢ 80| Lex, 8-27-70 req. remote contrdl authority.

201N - - - W AT,
R AT FRLS s 4o o S




R ) . - e

PLiwa 295 _ | |
b TION FOR WAIVER OF PICTURE IMAGE SEPARATION REQUIREMENT filed 7-24-69 by Warren Zuick,
‘on behalf of WSBK.TV,

ority teo operste with visusl effective radiated power in excess
xinated by the Commission after 8-1-71 in the event Cansde refuses



COMMERCIAL TV

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters .. WOBK.TV

L 2 e e L T TR T

Nature Date

GRANTED | 4-22-71

RENEWAL OF LICENSE

A:ty: Warren
Amended 3-24-7?11'? Sec, 1V-B

Amended 3-29-72 re employment practices.

F.Q0 - TASERETON. O O



BRCT-583
RENENAL OF PETITION TO DENY CONCERNING RENBWAL OF LICENSE OF STATION WSBE-IV ERIGHTON,
MASSACHUSETTS, filed 5-11-72 by David Hare, Director of Research, Antioch College, on behalf
of

the New England Coastal Schaghticoke Indian Association, Inc., the United American
n Princess Necia Hopkins.

Communication of the United Church of Christ requesting »
Commission inquiry "to determine whether there is actual intenf to discriminate against
‘minorities as against failure to out affirmative programs of equal employment

| DENIED 5-2,4-72, By Direction of the Commission 1tr,

Affidavits luhltl:c: 5-31-72 to be associated with Petition to Deny,

— — Princessiecia Hopkins

Ltr, ﬂ“ﬂ_lbptul 6-28872 dismissing informal complaint filed by United American etc &
OPPOSITION TO PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION filed 6-30-72 (United Church of Christ) by
WSBK-TV

m-iﬁi;n-t;d—(sdor adopted 12-19-73, released 1-4-74 FCC 73-1349 07394: IT IS

ORDERED, That the Petition for Reconsideration, filed June 22, 1972, as amended July 13, 1972
by the United Church of Christ and others IS GRANTED to the extent that the licensees of

WHYN-TV, WNLP-TV, and WSBE-TV will be required to conduct additional affirmative action effats
regarding full-time female employment in the upper four job categories and IS DENIED in all
other respects, IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, That the WHYN Stations Corporation, licensee of
Station WHYN.TV, Spring

rp
ringfield, Massachusetts; Springfield Television Broadm sting Corporation,
licensee of Station WWLP-TV, Springfield, Massachusetés; and New Boston Television, Inc.,

licensee of Station WSBE-TV, Boston, Massachusettss (1) Submit to the C ’
of the - ’ . ’ o omnission wi
- : agenciss, local female '

hin 45
on and Order a list of local women's
maintain systematio

uty and educationsl institutioms with
each {ime their staticns seek to 111 4 fob




SN e - APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Letters __ws‘u-l:_v .

t “ WWMMW"""-.-'-- sssssssssns
Ch. Boston, Mass.

| Aotion
13000 ('K Dated Application for Nature Date
'Im-ﬂ 4-21-72 Req. suthority to operate remote control “GRANTED 87172
se Gifiled | &-25-72 from 83 Leo Birmingham Parkway, Boston, Mass. X3

§50 067346 | 4-25-72 Qruglas N, Jones, Atty,

[ hatmdc [ 3-4-72

BICT-2155 4-20-72 | Lic. to cover (BPCT-4429 as mod.) for an
Receiwved 4-20-T2 Alternate Driver,

Filed 4-26-72 | Atty.: Warren C., Zwicky

FO65637 $50 | 4-26-T2

AC: 069
PRESS:

Canadian consent extended to 8-1-.75.



" 70 SEMPORARTLY SPAY EFFECTIVENESS OF OOMMISSIDN ORDER filed 2-4-74 by Warren fwlck

FETITION FOR RECONSIUERATION filed 2-4=74 by Warren Zwicky on behalf of Nev Boston Television,

L

OPPOSITION TO PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION OF NEW BOSTON TELEVISION, INC riled 2-21-74 by

Rarle K. Moore on behalf of the Offiee of Communication United Church or Christ, G

REPLY TO OFPOSITION TO PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION OF NEW BOSTON TELEVISION, INC. ril
2-26-74 bty Judith A. Mitnick on behalf of New Bostn Television, Inc.




P, ’ . : COMMERCIAL TELEVISION
e APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters ..o en AT |

Nature Date

e

GRANTED 5=19-75




R APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

NEW BOSTON TELEVISION, INC.

File No. Application for

Involmtary transfer of control of

Broadoasting Company (paremt corporation
licensee) from George B. Storer to Peter &

Call
Letters ..

WSEK- e -

dctiop

Nature Date

;r EFF;
r

and Stuart W. Patton, of'thl.ﬂbﬂl

Atty: Warrem C. Zulcky

Sty W. Patton, Exscutors of the Estate nr
1 1 MAY 176 Gec Bulﬂkﬂ!ﬂﬁlﬂbﬂ.lllﬂ.1ﬂuwltlinlﬂtrlmf
ock by the Exscutors to the licensee
corporation; The Miami Heart Institute, Inc,;
The Detroit Bank and Trust Company.

tty.: Richard M. Riehl (Haley, Bader & Fotts

F.0.6 - WASSENSTOR. B o
Canadian consent to 8-1-77




COMMENCIAL TV

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters .. if;m"n _

' - ’

SRS el PESREEAEEA B BRI ES SEEE R e RS e

-1\' l‘.l *‘I!‘q

Dated Application for Nature

~ File No.
BPCT-4963 | 10-6-76 [P to chg. ERP to Vis. 3720kW(Max) 1410kw(H),| GRANTED
R&F 10-6-76  |Aur. 141kW(H).

 PN916$100 | 10-6-76

~ Mt oo Atty.: Warren Zwicky (Wash. Council)

 PHRECD |, :

PRESS sl

TBLCT-2556 | 9-10-76 | License to cover (BPCT-4861) for changes. Jc
R&F 9-14-76

#613168 $109. 9-14-76

AC: 001

PRESs:  MUL LB R T S R RS SR——
BRCT- 583 11- 18-77 RENEWAL OF LICENSE RANTED -
R&F 12-1-77 Atty.: Warren C. Zwicky

PN RECD 12- 1 77 Amended 3-2-78 re legd
PRESS JEC 135 WK

FQC - WASUNSTON & O

2@ (P h e b 1 eadDt-T 773 . 2 OO



a3

}
R&F
PRE

May 1978

- CH-38

File No. Dated

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

" SSSTON, WASSARVUSKFTE

Application for

T-2600 | 2-1-78 LIC. TO COVER CP(BPCT-4963) for chgs.

ﬁ"- 2 ATTY. WARREN C., ZWICKY

3062880  6-28-79 |CP to ohg. ERP . 3090kW(M) 1170&W(H),

6-28-79 | Aur, 117H(H),

9-25-79
B.LT-791017K Lic. to cover CP(BPCT-790628KG) to chg. ERP:

I o e o i 0 o -

BRCT- | 11-2b-80| RENEWAL OF Lxc:us:
31201LD ATTY: WARREN C. ZWICKY

s F

12-01-80| {STORER B/C C0}

PN REC*D | 12-01-80

dotiop

Nature ,
GRANTED

f—;?t/

Date




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast radio stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

TV History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest TV stations.
History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database in 1980 to track
broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS). However, the
Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system. Instead, it
retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of television station
history.




