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BROADCABTING STATION LICENSE RECORD
oicutlom 3=21~53 (Started 7-18.93),FPTA 1-30-59

Firet WCH-IV (12-7-68)
o T RS NI T 1Y) BB O, 5T O

MEREDITH CORPORATION (AL 9-8-78; Effy 10-30-78  Statlon lecaties K&
X pITTSBURG TELECASTING, INC. (BAL~514 12-=12-73 EFFs 1-10-74)
DIVINCENT M. CASEY, LIQUIDATING RECEIVER (BALCT-471 4-27-72) (Rffs 5-15.72)
XU.S COMMUNICATIONS OF PITTSBURGH,INC. (BMPCT-6801 5-6-68)
Name of llcense& DN OVERMYER COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY, IIC,.. (B@CT-6359 I2-A0e08)

. 3 Ji" }

750 Ivory Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa,(BPCT-4306 2-25-70)
Transmitter location Troy Hill Road, Pittsburgh, Penns, (BMPCT-6442 - 3-.7-67)

750 Ivory Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. (BPCT-4306 2-25-70)
Xl'o be do._rmined, Pittsburgh, Pa. (BMPCT6248 gr, 6-7-66)
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| Mgw locatlog X715 Gl‘lll".lﬂ Ave, Pittsturgh, Pemngylvaria

Maig studio location 1715 Crandview Avaroe Pitt Pennaylvezia L e e
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XUCTION PERMIT AND HCBNBE RECORD

Time Period
Div, From-. To-

v 3753
753

121 7Y BAC Statiog __ .
te injerin basis|exact acocrd-

RCA MTUG.1D ¢r tter and

antemna, Trangmitter power
ov 1 heigit adbove ground

Mod, CH(BPCT-138bses mod]_te oxtéud ocgmpletion $@ 9=1-5%
rgign of obgirugtion |mapiing/specificgtiope _ _ _ _
* STA Op#. Coum HBasis acgordancs (P BMPCT-

gsing RCA J-1B t mittey, power qutput 1 kw Vis-
. & RCA J-27DH 18 sectign Ant, w th .7 degree
electrigal bear_tllt. Perjod “ndigg 9=1234
BIPCT-1965 3-25-C Vis-17
Aux-93.13
Mod CP(CT-133"1|!5 mod) tp change ERP,insthll]l new trans-
tters| a Jother_eghicment jchgs._  _
ire - Authorify granted to rempin silent
neriod rﬂlrminﬂf-ﬂ- 4 ni1 ond in 10-2-54

EIEE f.]3-54 NO OBJECS
A FEGINNING 1_0_—- -

- am wlomh . I'
U P AD vV KN
_ﬂﬂ T | ol .? ‘1 - Ji.
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SEE CARD # 1
~ Transmister location -

Mais studio location SEE CARD # 1
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BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

WOR.TY (12-7-68)
Date firet llceased oo Call lotters X NECO-TY

L ]

Statien locstion _LiLEgOw

Name of llcenses .01, OVERNYER COMMINICATIONS COMPANY, INC. Z¥P: 1-15.68 |

SEE CARD ¢1

Transmitter locatiom . . ... ..




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Oate Time Perod
No. IIUII Freq. Power Div, From- To

‘IC-SSTI 17-8-67 Vol T/C £ D.H,

.2‘.‘5"" s e m*.l
Cha. 1L NG g
BMPCT-6866|9-23-68 |cH, 53

BMPCT-6811 mﬂ!m 704-710
‘ (m-l ‘|.. )cu A '

BMPCT - 9-23-68
BMPCT - "
SUPERS EDET

I'I’ﬂ.' o U.S,

o i Y

-1825 v
- 274 Rw AH: 1010
) Of trans.e

L

12-11-68 [To corrqct Aurs) rated pawer, _ _ _ __
WiRE «30-69 RE TEND| LICENSE APPL. AUTH. GR. OPER.
ON PROG. ST ACOORD. SEC. 73.629 RULES & CP m 6811/
6866, ADVISE WHEN QPER, CONM. UNDE

W1RE '

1=30-69 mlai
CONTROL AC{ORD. PROQED

1-30-69
RE O INED IN ENGIN
MENT ACCOBPANYING REQUEST AND SEC. |73.676
ABILITY TO TURN ' CARRIER ON & |OFF FOR EBS 1S
INCLUDED.| THIS 1. IS SUBJECT TQ ANY ADD.| REQUIREMENTS
WHICH MAY|RESULT FROM THE EROCEEDING | TO0 REMOTE
CONTROL OF TV STATIONS DOCJ{ NO. 18425, _ _ | _ _ _ _ _ _
JION REPAI

L

9-.2-69 | PENDING COMPLE ON MAIN
ANT. 5. GR. OPER. ACCORD YOUR REQ. TEMP.| PER. END.
10-1-69, |ERP SHALL| NOT EX(EED ' THAT PRESENTLY AUTHORIZED.
_ADVISE WHEN_NORMAL{ OPERATION RESUMED. _ _ [ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ WIRE_ _ | 9-23-69_ | Above puth. ext, to ll- -62 g
- WIRE- - |31-24--69 Above |guth, ext. to 2-28-70 _ _ _ _ _
APCT=4306]| 2-25-70 |[Che 53 V.1620 kw U 10=-25-70
1010 : 2049' '704-710. A, 245 Rw

=, BRI S e o
ERED LIC. APPLI.

-1384 &
for new statiion

IN SLLENT TEMP. PER, 8-6-71
10 SURSEQUENT FILING OF| WRITTEN

ER LIGHTENG 1S BEING MAINTAINED,
BATION per 1tr. pm licenpee 9=1-71

CERTIFICATE THAI
QLD_ﬂQI ED OF




'BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Call letters . "ETOB-TV

Station location Fittsburgh, P

Date first licensed

L]

Traasmitter location .
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time Perind

No. Issued Freg, Power Div. From-- To

Ltr, 9«9-71 | from WRGH-TV advising stption went

CWTTSA A L e b D B IO L
_WIRE_ _ | 11-4:71( Auth._fo remais sifent _| 2-3-72 7

_ _ WIRE_ _| 1.18-72 | AUTH, _n_:_rm 51&"“‘ 2-3~12_ _

LCT-471 _ | 4-27-72_|_Vol, M SR de ) Mt
522-72 | AUTH, 1D REMA .5.1!:!."_1'_ 8-3--R .~

e Ve M B s
N s siLeT | 11-3-72

l. LP ‘n Ea.?’.}:ﬁ-
. ayt entl to  5=3-73

¥ire . _ _|-4=27-73] _Extp guth. repair 2o Be3e73

8-7-73 panding resolition finare! dirfr.

extend aythl.gtd{ remain|silent P. per. end
11-3-73 gubject §o cont plic. with
1lighting |and maintenance nts, advise
when norgal oper{ Tresume

A —— -

0-26-73 Above auth. extended to $-3-74

OF LICENSE (S) 8-1-75

v— -------------

Pending |f1ling & act. on BO1-A & rect.
interval test (VYITS) equip., auth.

o end. _4-11-74_ éont__ g equip._ _ _
Above quth. exf]. to 7-10-74,
2733 | 7-19-74 [cn. 53 |v. 1290|@ U | 9-19-7
s 1010' MSL: 2049' |704~710|A. 191 Kk 1=19-7
P to chg ERP, ant & BAAI
W IRE 7-18-74 Pend. filing pnd act. on FCC Form

301-A and receipt and instiallation| of vertital interval i
test (VITS), equi ext. quth, gr:l:l. oper GH-TV temp. :

per. end| $8-74 ypithout raquised YITS equl*nent.

@




COMM, TV
mmma STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first llﬂ- RPN o LN | Call lotters VPCH-Y

e e L ——

Station locstion Fitteburgh, PA

T A ———

Name of liceasee . Pittsburgh Telecasting Inc

Transmitter location .

e o B e B e e e e e N mm—mmm T T A ———————




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date

Time ~ Period
No. lssued Freq. Power Div Prom- To

Wire 10-7-74 ;Ilﬂ & aot ¢n 1lic apyl auth grmtd
oper per 1l =4=T4 accor;with CP BPCT-4733

itre_ _ [10-31274 Abon- tended Ito_ | 12

F----

BRYIV-224 12-27-74 Remote control aut.horlt.y L 8-1- 75

WIRE 12-4-74] Pend. fil. and| act. on Jrc. appl. ext,.

auth. |[grtd. opef WPGH-TY temp. per. endigpg 1-3-75 accord
Q n ““733-

'WIRE 1-3-75 | Pend. akt. on Yic. appl.
grtd. oper WPGH-TV temp. per. ending 1-3-7F
BPCT-47)3.

LI _— - - L I

R' t. I'Gd 11. .WI-'

oper. WPGH-TV on |program [test acdord. Sect]. 73.629
rules apd CP BPCE-4733.

T ——_— "

-235p 3-28-75|Ch, 52 |V. 1290|kW U
AH: 1010p MSL: 2049' 704-T10 A. 191 kW
Lic.(BPCF-4733) f9r chgs.

BRCT-721 7-23-79 RENE g (S)
CB-53 |
AH:1010" MSL{2049"

8-1-75

BRCT~- | 7-20-78| RENEYWAL VF LYCENSE{S|
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| )N RECORD - BROADCASTING
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 rommA-170 APRLICATI VECO-TV .
- FommEmLy FCC Form 04 ° Call 4 g

3 | | Letters #
._ : ‘ & 2AEN AR ' L | ATE ———

Action
Applicationfor @ | Nature ;| Date

Constructison permit for a nev commercial BRANTED | 1753 Sabj,
taleviginn drosicast station met, uniil spol. to

"Hl‘ 'on mm .
9-30-62

[ T =

'J &
™ :
=

' Mle 9=20-52 |FREQI Chonnal #63, 704-710 sos, :
& -l 'h- a50,1 . dmr, 130 Kv,
* Hours of operationl Unlimited

-1t 1715 Ormndviev Ave,, Pittsturgh, Pa.
oLt Sano as 5-1L ;

(Vie, & Aur, OB T2-25-A) (5:1')
Piled bty Thomas ¥, Wlgon, Atty,

Mod. of CP (NPOT-1384 wvhich authorised a new JRAETTD 183
commercial TV b/o station) to change IRP - -
Vis 360 kw, Auwr 120 kv t0 Vis 175 kv o

103 kw, and change anteans dystem. !m)

Filed YWy Alfred O. Cordon, Jr. Atty.

3
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- b i # l‘, " I. ) -

Form 3:'. ~ APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING oo, T 3/°

- FommeaLy FCC Foam W Call WECO- 1V
! L) & M"l“l — m —

Applioation for

Nod, of OP(RPCT-1384, as mod., which author- mn 22654
i9ed 2 nev Comm, TV B/C Station) to extend
2-23-54 | completion date m-a—:-uum: 19

HMled W _Alfred .ﬁuin. % AT . .

hl.of nu‘.ﬂld-ﬂ.n
sov Comm. m uJu
Yie. 174 kv, ) huﬂl. lh
Aur, ll.?lh mmlmm-muu-n

msake other ocin-t changes.
(RCA-STD-124) (531')

Filed Yy Alfred C, Cordon, Jr., AS8y. _ _ _ [ _ _ _ _
Nod, of CP(NPOT-1304 as mod., which smthor—-| GrANT=D

iged a nev Comm, TV B/C Sta.) to oxtend com~
pletion date from 9-1-54 te April, 1956,

- - - - - - - -
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FoRn S PLIC, ﬂal nmn nomcmmc c.‘:“"' *Y 3/0
|

FoameaLy FCC Foam WM !
Lotters *

| “ Muﬂmln--m-u-“m---"uu L Sesaaeaieedsses Beens ol ag
’ A el el 4

- b} . } .Ti F
-l

Actiop

Nature

"‘EEI ication for

_BPO2-2083 | »-7-88 Kod. of COF(WPOT-1 as mod., ﬂlleh ntbr-
od| 20-88 |iged a now Comm, TV B/0 Station) to extend
completion date from 3-1-55 to 8-1-00,

s e GRS 2y Arred O.fordon, Jr,  ASEY. _ _ _ _
m 255 ﬂ.otﬂ(m-m.umd. vhich sfthor-

-55 1-au-o-.ﬂn/eluun)ucn-l GRANTED | 8-10-55
completion date from 9-1-55 to 3-1-56,

mv.imm Jecd Aty e

Mod. of CP(NPOT-18P% co mod,, wvhich suthor-
1994 a nev Comm, 7V B/C Station) to extend | GRANTED | 3-14-56
completion date froa 1-)6~56 to 6-16-856,
T804 v Thon. J, Dousherty, Afty.. _ . . .
Mod.of CP(EPCT-1304,

iged a now CONM, TV B/0 u.uo-) to extend
completion date from 7-16-56 to 1-16-57,
Piled by: Thomas. J. Dougherty, Atty.

- . .. . - - . . ay - S S e .

F.CC - WasMIMaTON, D. €.



S rr Py . lu_m,

Letters .._.._.n. -9

L L R I

T LT T Tl T8 - 1 TIICr K P r o L T

'*)
Ap ucnion for conEm

Nod, of C.2.00P00-2808, as mod., vhich aa~ -_l 3
therised & new Oomm, TVD/C Station) te ex~ FO .
4-16-87, G—.
Dow, ".‘I‘.:‘L’i‘.".;"x...w'“f'm e
no e AOFP »
Smith & ar now atty.
g----- -_— O S T - e - . - . . -

:touMupcntt

to D. E. Ovenyyer Cammuniostions Cam ﬁm

w

Eeith E, Putbrese-atty for assignor
Fly,Shuebruk,Blme & Gagunine-atty for

-m e ioire L ‘.Maﬂ od -
’.C.C - WASNINGYON, D. G l‘& A dlt.:.puf mmt ﬂft;jﬁ :



R or 2-28-66

 Fomm BC-I2)

Application for Natore Date

Mod. of CP(BPCT-1384, as mod., which auth. RANTED | 2.23-66.
orised a new Cosm TV B/C Station) to extend o £ . ?’j
completion date to 7-28.66, - 23-ah pBsiod endine B :

re— N T I L--_- - —
1248 | 2025-66 | Mod. of CP (BPCT.1384,as mod,,which suthoris

a new Comm,TV B/C Statéon) to change ERP GRANTED | 6.7-66
Vis. 176 kw, Aur, 93.) kv T0 Vis, 436,53 kw

(HORZ); Aur. 87,3 kv (HORZ); change TL to Fa
Se. at Chicago Ave,,Pittsburgh,Pa.; chenge 3
to "To Be Determined”,Pittsburgh,Fs.;jchange
type of transmitter to GE TT.57-A; chenge

of antenna to GE TY.97-A; make changes in
the antenna structure snd increase sntenna
height above average terrsim to 1001 feet.
Ply,Shusbruk,Blume & Gaguine,Atty.

Paul ‘Ml.z EO-' h‘l_ __________

Mod, of CP (BPCT.1384.a8 mod. ,which suth.s |[RETURNEL
new station) to exte emllhm date from
6-23-66 to l!—!ﬁ-ﬁﬁ.ﬂtt,_ II.. ahove

EBMPCT-0224| 1-10.066
Recd . &Filed 1-12-66



senoctlilh: VO i e i e
Form BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING CO, 7V,
Aus. 1088 Call  umoowry
D.H. OVERMYER COMPANY, TNC. Lettors A S——
X D, H, OVERMYER | TIONS COMPANY

iy |

i

} ®
~ File No. Dated Application for

BMPCT-6359 9=20<66 | Mod, of CP(SPCT=138L, as mod,, which auth,
&y 9«22«66 | a new station) to change name to D, H,
OVERMYER COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY, INC,

Fly, Shusbruk, Blume & Gaguine, Atty,

cT-0412 | T1=23-56 [Modd of Cp (BICT-1384,a8 mod.,which auth.s
R&? 11-25-66 | new station) to extend completion date from
12766 to 5-10-67.
Peter Shuebruk,Atty.

1+t ahurs ennavivanl;

RFCT-g442 | 11.23-66 [Mod. of CP (BICT-1384,88 mod.which suth a new|”
&7 11-25-66 |[statiom) to change transmitter locatiom to

Troy Hill Road, Pittsburgh,Me.; sake changes

in the antenna structure and incresse antenns

beight above sverage terrainm to 1014 feet.

Blume, e



Foau BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Aus. 1988 Call

Letteors . BEEC-2Y .
U.5. COMMUNICATIONS OF PITTSBURGH,INC, (5-6-68)

Bame X Do K. OVERMYER COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY L THCaeenennee
- £ ) ' - LIUUE & |

J m."

File No. Dated Applicacion for

BTC-5377 6-16-67 Voluntary transfer of control of permittee
& filed 6-”‘67 mﬂtim from D, H, owm#r to U, S, Order adopted
Communications Corporation. leagped 12-11.67
Pierson, Ball & Dowd(William S. Cr 8 |

BMICT-6598 |8-7-87 . of CP (BPCT-1386,as mod. ,which suth, &
tion) to extend completion date from 9-7-67| GRANTED

bert M. Shhulkind Bsq.

Saer-aiil Fei3 e ~ o~ (Or=1563, 20 sodlts changs same t& |
faa .lﬂ-
B 057 % (il Creemoktty. (Piosson,Bail & Bowd

BeCr-BNT S50 ~ W afcT-1384,a0 nod) to extend completion

R&VY 5-7-68 date to JANUARY 1969. '

PRESS WAY 15 1388 | J.J.Preeman,Atty.(Pierson,Ball, & Dowd)
AMRNDED 9-3-68 to update iaformstion cor
in BMFCT 6811,

Date
2-8-67

roae .- vraaEyron & O




L L L L L L L L L I S T

' J L
Application for Natur

NP (BPCT-1384,a5 mod.) to change ERF to $§30.9383%
Visual 1827 kw (BORZ); Aur. 276 kw (BORZ); &| CRANTE

Date

L

9-23-68
change type of transmitters to RCA TIU-110.4| iscued With AT CT-6011]

JUL 25 1063 | REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF SECTION 73.614(b) Foot{SIZr CONDITIONS ON BACK

note of Rules.

William S, Creea, Atty. (Pierson,Ball & Dowd

LICERSE (RPPCT-1384,a8 mod.) for a new station.| GRANTED
¥a.8.0reen Acty,(Pierson,Ball,Dowd)

CP, chg. ERP to Vis, 1632kw(R), Aur. 244.8kw(H)§ oo oolr 5 ss_ 90
specify T-SL as 750 Ivory Ave., Pittsburgh, Ph.; '
chg. type ant. to GB TY-206-A Zig Zags and chy.

HAAT to 1011,.3 ft,

Atty.: Lawrence J. Bernard, Jr. (Plerson, [
F.OQ  WARENSTONR & o

1l & Dowd



4 : ded | WT' ﬂ"w. . . h‘.r“ R BETIET. TP, e
T -60866 « Subject to the cond fr tat before procra testy pr other operating autharfity,
‘{s 1ssued, suffickent field intensity ! asurcments, shall be made In'the pr sence of
_grepresentatives of both th TV and AM facilicios before and after construction of rhe 77V
 tover specified erein, to sssure that the directional patterns ~f AM statfons KQV, WANC, WPIT
' and WWSW, remain the same es they were before the ercction of the TV sfructure, The required
measurements shall be 4 minimum of ten § n number for each radial, shall be on the same
‘radials and at same comsecutive polnts used In connection with the orfginal proof of perfore-
‘mance of the AM stationse Analysis of the data shall be in accordance with Sec. 73,186 of

§ the Comm, Rules. Measurements ahall be tabulated and ratioed against the measurements of the *

 original proof. All measurements shall be co=cartified by both parties to tlese conditions
- (TV and &NO

2+ Subject to the condition that operation with ERP {n excess of 1000 kw after 9-1-20 1is
. subject to a further extension of consent by Canada,




—

 COMROTAL TRLEVISTON
ummmnm SROADCASTING

Call
Lotters NNV . . i

l!.

Naturo Date

GRANTED 3-24.71

issued with BLCT-1866

OMMISSION ACTION
: side for

Receiver,
PETITION FOR I[EC RULING OR WAIVER
OF APPLICATION FEE filed simultaneously.
Attys.: James J, Freeman (Plerson, Ball &
& Dowd ) (Assignor)

Bernard Goodman (Assignee)(Pittsbu




£ m-'lﬂ “ mﬂﬂl M!.'Hﬂu

1) This authorisation is without jrejudice to such asction as the Commission -y be redguired
to take as a result of a final deocision in Dooket No, 18950 involving D. H, Owermyer.

- 2) Subject to the ocondition that operation with effective radiated power 1in excess of
1000 kv after September 1, 1972, 1s subject to a further extension of consent by Canada.




il il e e A B RS BB A §E =8 55 S g .

- File No. Dated Application for
B 4‘ .
| h—?z'l 5=3u-T2 RENEWAL OF LICENSE

R&F 6-7-72 James J. Freeman (Pierson, Ball & Dowd)

| 2= | &itw

R e e g

Voluntary assignment of license to
> =73 | Telecasting, Inc. '
‘ 72 | REQUEST WAIVER OF GRANT FEES, EFFs | 1-10-74
#168796 $1000 3-29-73 | jety.: William S. Green (Plerson, Ball & Dow]) COMMISSION ACTION

:;'im - | BN %I Rty 1o o awr for contiticnss




; {gnment be oonsummated within 45 days of the date of the grant, that the
Commission X M notified of the consummation within one day thereafter, and that the station
resune brosdcasting within 90 deys after consummation of the assignment,

2) That within 90 days after commencement of regular programming operation, the assignes sulmi’
Section II-C of Form 302, hoﬁ.h‘ complete proof of performance measurements required by the
's 8.

and proof of performance filed 4-11-74 in compliance with condition

#2 above,




- o —'--w
o B

Sapcemdar 1989 fll | | | Call -
Letters . ........_......E

PITTSBURGH TELECASY NG, INC.
mmm_—ﬂﬂu“t--lnlm”--nﬁnnnmu

i‘-

Act
File Ko. Dated Application for | Nature
BPCT-4733 4=17-74 CP to change ERP VIS, 1279kW;Aur.192kW; chg.

4=19-74 | type ant. BOA TFU-250 and HAAT: 1024 reet.
Atty: Harrison Slatighter (Pierson, Ball & Dojd)
AMENIED 4~25-74 re submitted Section III &

1IN »

remote control from 750 Ivory Avenue,

Pittsburgh, Pa.
Atty: Harrison T. Slaughter (Pierson, Ball)

Atty: Harrison T. Slaughter (Pierson, Ball !

#376356 $50.| 12-23-74 Dowd )

AC: 053 _'
PRESS: R 4 B3

F.QC - WAREEITONR B O
.g*-‘?{ s ._"'J"'F- Y v.i1s ‘-'--fi- PN - Y

o

:""h" -




Fom BC 121 fla
.

PITTSBURGH TELECASTING, INC.

Rampe

File RNo. Dated

BRCT-721 3-21-75
RG&F &-1-75
PR Rec'd: &-1-75
ERESS:. . p& AR WS
BRCT- 721 3-30-78
RAF &-3-78

- g X®un

-m---- sSTeeeseeseaesggestsTaTEaoEeEEEE BT RDETERERBBEBESEGESSESS ST as e sse

Application for

RENEWAL OF LICENSE
Atty: Robert E. Hodson (Plerson, Ball & Dow

Annual Report Filed

RENEVAL OF LICENSE GRANTED
gt,-l Leon J. Schachter







Letters . WOUN.TV =

Application for Nature

Voluntary assignment of liocense to Meredith cunn
s.a&.y. Corporatian,

Amended 8-23-78 reebroadcast interests

Modification of licanse to reduce aural
12-23-80 | power to 233.4kw(M) & 127.9kw(H)

William J. Potts,Jr., Atty.
(HALEY, BADER & POTTS)

—
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“

" CARD MO, 1N

APPLICATION Wm
CORMERCIAL TELEVISION

Nome: NEREDITH COIPOIATIOI'F
C(h-53

Stotion Locatien: PITTSBURGH+ PENNSYLVANIA
Pt | O ] Oweie | AcieecsdDme

2 <81 | RENEWAL OF LICENSE
““ S10%01KU ::}.:{ BADER AND POTTS) ‘a"i‘f’ &/
OR REC'D §-1-81
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About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast radio stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

TV History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest TV stations.
History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database in 1980 to track
broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS). However, the
Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system. Instead, it
retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of television station
history.




