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* "o, TV

o pil BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD
WHSV-TV(ELL. 6-3-78
Date first licemsed _1-27-56 (Off, #151) Call lotters X WSVA-TV

Station locations ARRISONEURG, VA,

N of lo s NAIEY SEAVEIN SRS, 20 (T ¢ MR W

LR R

Transmitter locatios Dl lountain, 2..wls E, of Endless Caverns, nr. Harrisonbur Va.
Wcr’fﬁ'n 7-28-53

RAWLEY PIKE, STAR ROUTE, HARRISONBURG,VA. (BMLCT-616 8-1-66)

Maln stusio locationtiig lita,.2 mi. L. of Endless Caverns, ar. Harrisophurg, Va. BMLCT-434
2-9-66)



' CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD




[ S T eaRAEDENT 2~

| B s ﬂ | ' 1 . BBOADCAB'I'ING STATION LICENSE RECORD cox mém. v

© FIRST C.0, 9-Li-53: (tarted 10-02-52) |
Date firet leoased 1-20-560000 N0 1D (1 3 catl fotters . WoTATY_

GILMORE BROADCASTING CORPORATION (BALCT- gry: (B%a. loo, Harrisosburg, Va,)
XGILMORE BROADCASTING CORPORATION OF VIRGINIA (BALCT.273 82965 EFF(9-30-65 £
XSHENANDOAH VALLEY BROADCASTING, INCORPORATED (A DELAWAHE CORPORATION)(BALCT-108 4760 B
SEREANDOAR VALLEY BROADCASTING, INCORPORATED(BALOP-33 gr. 9-7-56 l'?d—a— as
Name of licensee . XSHENANDOAH VALLEY BROADCASTING CORPORATION

LA T TP LA L R T R PR e R

(BMPCT-1171 GR. 7-28-53)
Big Hountl.in. 2 mi. East of Endless Caverns, ar. Harrisonburg, VA./
Transmitter location . ;_On Dictum Ridge, 12 mi, N.W. of Hnrrismhxrg,_ Virginia

L S e e T T T

XRauley Pke, Star Route, Harrlnnbm, Va.
X Big Mountain, 2 mi, EZast of Endless Caverans, nr. Harrisonburg, Va.

Main stodio location _XOn Dictum Fidge, 12 mi. N.W. of Harrisonturg, Virginia.
FCC.65

BIG MOUNTAIN, 2 MILES EAST OF ENDLESS CAVERNS, NR.HARRISONBURG,VA. -EBMLCT-484 2-9-65)
' /




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

- Apph |  Date ' B " Period
* No. Issued Freq. Power Div. From- To- X
BPCT- | 3=11=53 [Ch, #3, N=12,5k U 5«11«53
1324 =6, 3kw 11-11-53

B/C station

..'mE xact accord. CP
*PCT-117C & oring egquipnment
fr__u. SCH .
: 3—!.-51. nn same same 9=28=53
L)' P =" 2 S )_tp extepd| completien date 9-28-54
1=54 EXT STA Opgr. com basis edact accorfiance CP BMPCT=-
1911 exe pt uit.ho freaque cy & Mgd monitorfing equipment

Eﬂr.iad_ L) PR | L
> 9-1-54 esme same 8 am9
lod.uf(m-:L, as & . comp. [;

- - - S T | — — - " —A—

Wire 918-34 EII & hsis accofd
mdinxnlinx.o].ig.u ._peribd endips
LCT-28L | 1-27-56 |CH 3 |Vis.8.3p ko [1-27-56 30-1-53
60=-66 |Aur 4L.17 kw U
LJPF‘T-]. ZI;LRE " d)

_—.--— —— O E—  — O — L B I T

?nlunt. y transfer of coptrol of licen-

7E N7 ) [ B e

oluntary relincyishment qf negative con-
orporat on by Pqul A, ScHoellkopf,et al
v Transcontinent] Televisjon Corroration
{ new shires to |General Railway Signal

assig
Valley| Broadcasiing Corporatioa
- ti L I . L o




June 1954 | -
- BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Late first liceased ... . ... & Call letters .. WOVA-TV

Station focation Harrisonburg, Va.

CILMRE BROADCASTING CORPORATION OF VIRGINIA (BALLT.273 8.9.65% EFF:
Name of licensee NSHENANDOAH VALLEY BROADCASTING,TNCORPORATED

ks sl e e cs PR e s s LB B

Transmitter location SEC@D']'... o AR Y

2 CARD & 1
l." ‘tdiu lu.tloﬂ .'b“-. o & - ri%m."ﬁ"“"’im!"—.l—""-—ﬂ“—---"-.rq.“m.-"“** A A sl i s




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

x\p Date ' Time Period
No. Issued Freq. Power Div From To

BIC-2542| 9-27=57 Noluntary rel
control ¢f Transcqntinent [Televis
50% of stock of ljjcensee dorporat
oignal Company and acquisfticn of
Paul A. $choellkoff, Jr., |J. Fred
G. Formag, Seymour| H. Knox, Se;
Northrup|R. Knox. |eFf': 9=80-57 | _ _ _ | __ _ _ _
BRCT=151 | 9=25=57 | same same
B e L e I NAILUE VISR & & oo = o o == =

BTC-3219 | 9=23=59 |Voluntapy transfer of coptrol of license
corporatilon from Tpanscontinent Television forporation &
Hamilton e “yenihg Star Proadcasting Company.

EFF:
BALCT-108 4-7-60 Voluntary ass
Shenandodh Valley Proadcasting, Injcorporat

d

Corporation). EFFs| 4&-30=80 _ _ _|_ _ _ _ __ - - -

BRCT-151! 9-14-60 | CH #3 |Vis.8.
60-66 |Aur 4.
RENEWAL OGF LICENSE

- o — o — S

BRCT=151 | 10=15=63| same

RENENAL IOF LICSRISE _ _ J e = -
BALCT.27 8-9.65 |Volun assi
CILMORE BROADCASTI ' TION

BMLCT.484| 2-9-66 [FH.#3 |V-8.32
1321 30° 50-66 |A-1.66

Mod, pf licgnge tg reduge Aural_

BMILCT-616 8-1-66 |same e

"

2 __ _ RENEWAL '_QI-_L_I_CQBE
BALCT - 9-13-68 WL.AE

9 | RENEWAL OF L




Fora BO ile COMMERC
June 1954 CARD#3 | e
BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first liceased . . .. . .. Call letters . WSVA-TV

L R = d e -

Station location HARBRISONVIE

Name of liceasee GIIMORE EROADCASTING CORPORATION ===~~~

o o O T

Transmitter locatiom ... . ..o,

-
mmm__ . e i A

Ll R e ——




-

CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Period
From-- To

uth. gtd.

10-1=75

Time
Div.

Date
No. lssued

Wire 3-8.73
oper, FPTA|aecord,
-2205

Appl.

Freg. Power

Re tendered 1id. appl.,
4629_& |BFCT. e
4-13-73 | Lic. (BPgT-4521)| for (L)

6-5-73 |Pending Commission act., opn BPFCT-4606,
superturnptile ant{ temp. ger. end{ 7-5-73. | ERP may nét

-exceed that prepepfily authq

BPCT-4606
AH: 2120°!
CP to chg |Aur. ERP,

2-1-74
GRANTED
ON 73.62

WIRE
AUTHORI
ANCE SE

T=-31=-74
MSL: 320
all an

loc.

8-12-74

6-27-75
] . nper.

BRCT-131
AH: 2120
Renewal of |license

A T m—

-.—.-—--- — c— —

.  main tdns.

RE TENDEF

. tl !'hin Tmnﬂi

L:3293| 60-66
ant & H

A- 0-3 ¥ k" 12"'26-?4

D LICENSE APPLICATION,
PERATE YSVA-TV PN PROGRAN TEST ACCORD-
RULES D CONSYTRUCTION RERMIT

{T-4606) | for chgs
ch. 3 |v. 8.32|0 U
' 60-66|A. 0.83% ¥
t Main

10-1-75

—— —--—--—-T——-—-—r—-

Remote | control |Jauthority

! ﬂ:t. on 11:- .Ppl-]

SVA-TV temp. pef. end. 8427-75 accord.

V.8.32 |kW
A.

U 10-1-75

11q.

Re tenJerzd




BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first licemsed .. .. . __ Call letters . WSVA-TV

A A

Statios locatios HAHRISONEURG, VA

Name of licensee SHENANDOAH VALLEY TRLEVISION SBTEB, INC.

L L L T T L e L —_

LA T T B L RS RS S SRS P B e Bw S Rt e — — p——

Transmitter location ____SEE CARD NO. 1

Mais stesio location SEE_CARD NO. 1

R gt e “mﬂm-_—-—mﬂ_-ﬂ_m—-““_ -




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Date

11-6=-75
s 3203¢
Trans.

12'27'? VOL-




CARR FL, a-170 " APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING 20T TV B/
ForMERLY FCC Form 94 ' Call

Letters .. .+ WSVA-TV
Name mmmmmmm CURERAA s ..
arr lonbur Virginia

e () 'l "8l )

File Ro. Dated Application for

BPCT =1324] 6=23-52 |Construction permit for a Comm TV B/C stat’
Rec'd 6=23-52 |FR2Q: Ch. #3, 60=66 =ecs.
Flled 6=23=52 |ERP: Vbwltydipaiifmiiibiomeliymgideiiin
Hours »f operation: Unlimited
3=Ls 12 mi. N.W. of Harrisonburg, Virginia.
T=Lt 12 mi. N.W. of Harrisonburg, firtiﬂiﬂ
(Vie, & Aur. RCA TT-2-AL) (S333L)
Filed by Bingham, Collins, Portar & Kistler,
Amended 12=19=52 ended to chg. HRP from Vis, 12,74 kw, Aur.
Rec'd Wz .’7 kw to Vis. 12.“ h. Aur, 6.3’ h' lﬂ-
Filed 12-23-52 |height above average terrain from 1838' to
751!, and correct geogrephical coordinates

Action
_lint.uru Date

GHANTED | 3=11-53

f m; Vis, 12.5 h,

Aurl 6.3 kv
1750°

ttys

F.C.C. - WASHINGTON, D. .







- - - P S L, .

l-‘ota A-<170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
FormerLY FCC Forn 9 Call

Letters .. WOVA-TY
Name SHERANDOAN VALLEY SROADOASTING OORFORATION == e N

—
- i

Actlon
File RNo. Dated Application for | Nature Date

BPCR-1171 | 6-9-83 Nod, of OP (RPOP-1334 which authorised a GRENTED | 7-28-53
Reocd 6-9-53 aow Comm. TV B/C station) to chg. ERP
Mled 6=9-53 from Vie. 12.5 kw, Aur. 6.3 kv to Vis., 8.3

kw, Aur. 4.15 kv, change type of trans-
aittemmand antenna, change transmitter and
studio location from on Dictum Ridge, 12
mi. B.V, of Mﬂlm‘. Ya. to ’1‘
ﬁ’-ml. 2mi. N of Eadless ﬂsﬂﬂl. near
Harrisondburg, Va. and make other equipment
changes. (2129') (Vie. & Aur. ROA-TT-54)

6-24-53 Amended to install new transmitters and

6-25-53 antenna wystem and make other equipment
changes. (Vis & Aur. OB- (:n29')
Filed by William A. Forter, Atty.

Amended 7=6-53 Amended to request waiver of Sec. 3.613(d)

Reod & filed 7-7-53 of the Commission's rules.
Filed by ¥a. A. Porter, Atty.

*v 3/0

F.C C - WARBNMINGTON, D C.




-

Form A-170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
FoamerLYy FCC Form 84 Call

INCORPORATED Letters YOVATY
Fane SHENANDOAR VALLEY BROADCASTING QORNGRATSON =~~~

L LI TS T T R R R RS S L L e e L ]

Harrisondurg, Virgini

Nature

- Fle Ko. Dated Appliocation for

BOCT-1911 | 2-28-84 | Mod. of OP(EPOT-1324, as mod., wvhich mmthor-
Recd, 2-28-54 | ised a nov Comm, TV B/C Station) to extend
Mled 2-28-564 ;qlu.‘othn date from 3-26-54 to 5-14-54,

by

0-33-84 | Mod, of CP(NPOT-1334, as mod,, which suthor-
8-34-84 | 1994 a nov Comm, TV B/C Station) to extend

_ . - s T

License to cover construction permit (BPCT-
1324 as modified) which authorised a new
commercial TV b/ec station

Filed by William A, Porter, Atty.

_—-—.--—___‘--—--------—--------_—-—- . A G S S

BIG=2222 | 4-20-56 Wtary transfer of control of licensee Cor
Yederick L. Allman and Mary P. Allman

to Tudor Enterprises, Ine. Filed direct.
Transferees Atty. Brnest W. Jennes, “
Transferory Atty. Bingham, Collirgferter
& Kistler.

F.C.C - WABMINGTEN, B &



_'.";‘?ﬁ’:’a- ..-q Chaan o n o P PO I 17 T A E A o e~ cOP, W B
.~ FomM BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Aue. 1955 Call
SEEEASDOAR VALLEY BROADCASTING, INCORPORATED Lottors ... .3 ¥ 4TV

Name XSUENANDOAHN VALLEY BUOADCASTIG Olek mATV W
\ (ﬁnrrl'l-ﬂ}mr;, Vu.)

£

Action
File No. Dated Application for R Nature |

Voluntary relinquisiment of negative control | GRANTED
of llcensee cornorgtion by Paul A. Schoellkopf, EFF:
et al, all stockhclders of Transcontinent
Televia!on Corzoration through issuunce of ne
ghares to Jeneral Rallwny Simal Company.
Flled by E nest W, Jennes, ALty.

el erars Sesioament oF i1censcarenriasaits

untary assigament of liee
from Shemandocah Valley Bicadcasting Corpo-

ration to Shenandoah Valley Broeadcastiag,
Incorparated.

oluntarv relinquishment of negative control N
anscontinent Television Corporation(owner of| & AV

of stock of ligcensee, cornpration) by Gener EFs
o{lwvay Signal Company and gequisition of positive
ontrol by Panl A, Schoellkopf, Jr,, J. Fred
choellkon IV, David G, Forman, Seymour H, Kn
ymour H, Knox III, and Northrup R, Xnox,
homes N. Dowd=atty, A

- BIC-2281 6-21=56
{ECD & FILED| 7-12-5€

. — S A . O T T

Recd.xfiled | 7-2-57




y.‘ '

 aNds

Foam BC-121
FOrRMERLY FORM A-170

2-10-60

2-18-60
2-18-60

Coan 7 3/0

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Call

Application for

Renswal of license
Filed " RV, :BH'.. ‘."-

L = GNANTED | 2-25-27. _
Voluntary transfer of control of licensee [LRANTED |[9-23-59 COMM,

corporation from Transcontinent Television [EFF:

Corporation and Hamilton Shea TO The

Evening Star Proadcasting Company

Covington & Burding,atty for transferor

VYoluntary assignament of license to GRANTED L7760

Shenandoah Valley Broadcasting, Incorporated |gpp, " Wy
(A Delaware Corparation),

Leaster Cohen, Atty.




- —

| ; l-;nu ICnIM- ol MIGATION REC » BROADCASTIN
Aus. 1955 GILMORE BROADCASTING CORPORATION 8% (8.9-65) (a1l
maﬁom VALIEY BROADCASTING, INCORPORATED( A DELAWARE ttors WSVA-TY

ADOARL ROADCASTING ,—FNOORPERATED~ /CORPORATION) 4760

Application for

Nature j Date

3 360 REQUEST FOR WAIVER QF SECTION 3.652(a) OF mm R WAIVER of
COMM. RULES for WSVA-TV to Identify itself Section B.652(a) of the
*Harrisonburg, Staunton and Waynesbiro® Va, | Rules TENIED 6=15-60

Hogan and Hartson-attys(Howapd F,Roycroft)

10-15-63

sigment of license to James—
GRANTED

Lester Goh'n-ai-;w for assignor(Kirkland,El14 ’ :
Percy H. Russell-atty for assignee i
AMENDED to change name of assignee to

Gilmore Broadcasting Corporation of Virginia

8=9-65

FC.C WASHINGTONM, K DO C.



T TUC Ly o0 CASPAETAp < 7 _
Form BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING  “O%-TV
Aus. 1958 Call  veva v

| S AT R e
| GILMORE BROADCASTING CORPORATION (9-13-68)
ra k.. xG BROADCASTING CORPORATION OF VIRGINIA

ABAMBABASBER AALASA B RS AR S bl sa RS Ss Bl RSB ARBE s s B RN ABE R e B PSSR e

Zip 22801

Application for

4e17 kw to 1,664 kw,
Percy H. Russell,Atty, (KIRKLAND,ELLIS, HODSON

Mod. of License to change studio location to
ey Plks,Star Route, Harrisonburg, Virgisis.
’ll.‘cy R, lu!ull.ﬂtty. .

BECT-151 | 6-24-69
R&F 6-30-65

$150 #525925 =
PRESS UL 16 1969
PN Recd.

Percy H. Russell,Atty.



COMMERCTAL 1TV

fom 8C-121  CARDAE APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Call
Letters . WOVA-TV
Name _LGIIMORE_BROADCASTING CORPORATION . .. . o el
CH- HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA
File No Application for Nature Date

4=5-72 |CP to chg. type trans. to GE TT-40. RANTED | 7-7-72
Atty. s :omy I)‘I. Russell (Kirkland, Fllis
Rowe »

6-27-72 |Renewval of License, BRANTED © 10-27-.72

'67%72 Atty.: Erwin G, Krasnow (Kirkland, Ellis & Rc

BLOT-2205 | 2-29-73 | Lic. to cover (BPCT-4521) to make chgs. GRANTED| 4-13-73
R & F 1=-17=73 Atty: Parcy H. Russell %
PIALBI. $50 425 (Kirland, Ellis & Rpwe)

ESS: d. llm




APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING COML 1V

Call
Letters "5‘;'.‘:.1.?

BE S ER e ® -

Actiop
Application for Nature Date

CP to chg. Aur. Erp to .832 kW; type ant, td GRANTED |6-26-73
RCA TF-2BL; make chgs in ant, structure (de¢r.

hght) and HAAT 2,123 ft,
Attys Percy H., Russell (K.il.rk}nnd, Ellis &
we

Lic. to cover {BPCT-4606) for chgs’.

Ervin G. Krasnow (/4 1 1and, Ellis & Rowe)
#261658 $5C
AC 058
PRESS:

BPCT-4T724 CP to install an Alternate Main Transmitter | GRANTED
R&F (RCA TT-6ELS) at Main trans-Ant. loecation

3:;50 Atty: Epwin G. Krenow (Kirkland, Ellis & Roje)




»-

i R APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING g 1 "

SCIAL TV

CARD #10 Lotters ... MSVA-TY... ...
GIDNORE BROADGASTING CORFORATION | . ...
> > VIRDINTA
dction
File No. | Dated Application for Nature Date
BRCTV-190 3-26-74 Request auth. to operate trans. by remote |[CRANTED | 8-12-74

R&F 4-1-7 control from WSVA-TV Studio, Rawley Pike,
#298378$50 4-1-74 Harrisonburg, Virginia
AC: 058 Atty: Erwin G. Krasnow (E:er;.l.nd, Ellis ¢

-27-75 | RENEWAL OF LICENSE GRANTED |5 9-12-75
6-2-75 | Annual Report Filed g

6-2-75 Attys: R. Russell Eagan & Erwin G. Krasnow

(Kirkland, Ellis & Rowe
15 JUL Amended 8-29-75 re equlf employment.




COMMERCIAL TELEVISION

fll

"‘. '°'| i APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
= Call WSVA-TV
Letters e 4= 23
Name Wmmm-“m_mm PR S HENES
Jarrisonbu Virginia
Action
File No. Dated Application for | Nature Date

BLCT-2439 8-12-75 License to cover (BPCT-4724) to install an GRANTED | 11-6=75

R&F 8-19-75 Alternate Main Trans. (RCA TT-6ELS) at Main
#464434 §50, 8-19-75 Trans.-Ant. location.
AC: 00} Atty: R. Russell Eagan (Kirkland, Ellis &

PRESS: 2-0 -0CT“HIS | Rowe)

F.AQ - WABNBSTON D O



" Agreements & letters re proposed sssignment to Shenandosh Valley Television Systems, Inc.
filed 9-17-75 by R. Bussell Eagan on behalf of Gilmore - to Roy Stewart 10-10-75.




. COMERCIAL 1V
rom vo-12) CATDHY APPLICATION RECORD - BROADGASTING

A -
SHENANDOAH VALLEY TELEVISION SYSTEMS, INC. Lottors . BVACTY. .
0 EHNDRE ~ERO/BOATEEN-OSRPORATION -

ABRERSIBEGARREANRA RN G  EER R RE T IR B FE PR EER R R E R s P s B RE s s AR s BR R R e

Rame
CH-3  HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA
Dated

Application for _Nature Date
10-28-75| Voluntary assigmment of GRANTED | 1-20-76

10-31-75  license to Shenandoah Valley Television | EFF: 6-§-76

File lﬁ.

BALCT-577
R&F

zmm 11-14-75| Systems, Inc.
AC 047 11-5-75 Attys.: Assignor-R. Russell Eagan (Kirkland,
PRESS: ¢ NOV W75 X s r-:.ui-&nuu) (
Fom S.
FEE %ﬁo 6-4~76 mmhhm & ug;t.:oé?w'

Bevenue Code, 26 U.S.C. 1071, in connection
vith above application,







12 COMMERCIAL TV
:::':::-“' APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Call
Letters ...... "HSV'TV
Rame ... SUENARDOMI VALLEY TELEVISION SYSTEMS, INCe oo
-3 Harrisonbu Virginia
Action
File No. Dated Application for _Nature Date
BTC- 8541 12-8-77 Voluntary transfer of control of licensee GRANTED | 12-28-77
R&F 12-9-77 corporation from Worrell Newspapers, Inc. EFF: 2-28-78
PRESS DEC £ 3 W7 t° T. Eugene Worrell, Sr.
_Er_ﬂﬂ 316) '
BACT-151 | 5-18-78 |RENEWAL OF LICBNSE R et -
PN RECD 6-1-78 b Conl:oun filed 6-20-78
PRESS JUN 1 3 1978 (Main & Alt. Main Trans. & AM.)
BTC- 781002KE Vol. TC of l:lcmuo corporation from GRANTED |7 12-27-78 =
PN RECD T. Eugene Worrell, Sr, to SVIS, Inc. EFF: 1-30-79
PRESS Atty.:Pierson, Bgll & Dowd

20 o
(Form 315) ’

F.CQ - WASMNSTON. O O




12-27-78, relsased 1-2-79 BC 1108 1y, pursusnt to

itdticn o.m of tha ua-m:lnn'n :-uln, the mimu of llot:lm 1.597(a) ARE WAIVED and

the above application IS GRANTED.




s ' — APPLICATION RECORD BROADCASTING

Call Letters: WHSV-TV

Neme:  SHENANDOAH VALLEY TELEVISION SYSTEMS, INC.
CH-3

Stotion Location:  Harrisonburg, Virginia

R 9 Ay

BTCCT -800221KF Voluntary transfer of control of licensee (i g,
R&F 2-21-80 from Worrell Broadcasting, Inc., to
PN REC'D Worrell Television, Inc.
(FORM 316)
PRESS * : William S. Green, Atty.
(Pierson, Ball & Dowd)

Commission Letter 7-28-80 by Stuart B, Bedell
to exkams grant extension of time to consummat

transfer of control to August 14, 1980.

BRCT-810L0O1KV | 5-22-81 \
PN REC'D b-01-81| ATTY: HILLIM'I S« GREEN
{PIERSON, BALL AND DOWD)




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast radio stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

TV History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest TV stations.
History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database in 1980 to track
broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS). However, the
Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system. Instead, it
retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of television station
history.




