SRANRCNES EVERY WHIRE
MADEIN U 8 A

GUIDE

Cat. No. 4550L
Patant No. BBMINY




) C ‘3“ "“ oS % A TN / QTN YEOIDT) < Ln

n s CU
. ol ";- o' 18 1-', Lo N . ’ ¢

N 11 v A l’ll -"j h‘,

o ' ey -*-. o . -

"ﬁ - i _ S
Date um n 829249 mfum No. 9) [

0 ! ‘;:*p-(' :1,‘;1 - S,

'SCRIPPS-HOWARD BROADCASTING COMPANY (aumr-ma 2-3-62}
Name of licessee Mmmmm. BB e s iissbssanss i osiblissorssaperdboossetmostitrssest

TAL PXaviSIC
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J

~~Call lotters ... "2 ¥3
£ """—fstation lo¢: Oleveland, o)

fi‘
4 i
7020 State Road, Parma, Ohio (11-20-47)
x8 miles south of uutnr’of Cleveland, Near iflmlmﬂdo Mﬂhi: (12-:‘?1"7;4?}
.noxth of Var .Aichmonc arreasville
Transmitter location rensville Heights on dichmo foad, ¥arrsasv:
The #uWS Building, 3001 Buclid Avemue, Cleveland, Obio(Ltr. 2-19-57)
X 1816 gagt 13th Street, Cleveland, Ohio (11-20-47) R
Main studio locationX5.ccat and. mﬂmmﬁl&xﬂmm Qbio .. <
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'CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time Period
E No. Issued Freq. Div. From- To-.
B2-POT.121 7-18-4b Ch.#5,k fte ty 9-18-U46
76-82 ho ed U > 1-18-47
ur:
is. 40

. 37 Julew

3. P. fof newv co cial thlevisiacn broadcapt station
2-24-47 to
8-23-47

2-24-47
8-20-48
svision |b/ec station
n dante

1=-16=-48 | BAT. of |STA to erate A comm
n accordance with |specifi Etian. | cﬂrpnrnEIC1.i
L(BMPOR-124), flor a pe iJ& begigning .-Eldhé an

n nn oven lator fhan 5H-q

AMF 52048 | e e om0 2=24~4"7
WoT. oY C. - (BFCT=121) [Or SXtAmEION Of — — 11=20=%8——

omple
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IR R N e e e Call letters X288 . .

h .' llm w‘mlll-liiﬂilﬂlllr-ll-lr-l#li-lllllil---i--lil---I-r---ﬂl-r-'#-i-iri-l-r-v----ri--ﬂ-----rr'*i-i---.‘--.h-u‘.

. Transmitter location 0RO State Road, Pazm. Qbi0 (A h=80=47)

Vain stedio location 2816 East 13th Stxeet. Clevelsnd., Obie (11-20-472) ..
FOC65




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

stion rpbroadoas
g| NNB#, WNBT, WU

reial basis,
n» no event late
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Mod. ¢ U.P. or ext. qf ao lotion daty
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ftall augiliary €
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time Period
__No. | lwued | Freq Powst [ Div. | From- To-
=- )] 5-28-53 | same (V. 93Ky U 7-28-33
(Main) Ae 47 K 1-28~54
C.Pe tO e M in ex tm e , TV B/ Stl., to chlng

ant , make other equip.
s, move| (desc. of location same,

operate| conmercial basis exact
« Power qutput 4 KW in-
. ' L S ’ ,

u' .t

make

: tters,
changes, t t
but change in coc nat

- 7-3-53

ccord. HMPCT-958 & . tran
t.ﬂ . P" b to 10-

WIRE Ext. STA joperate comm. bisis exact| accord. CFP

B PCT-95B except yis. 'l‘f s, powep 4L kw instead 5 kw, Per,
and ing ordl 1954 RILIAR

BRCT-9 | 9=16=53 | SAME SAME 10=1-53 10=1=54

Renew ense,
WIRE 10-22-53 BTA operl. comm ke facilities spec
in Lic.|BRCT-9 except usihg RCA s, power outy
kw vip, 2.5 kw pur. Peariod ending uar 1954

WIRE

‘llll!l===

11-25=53 ct accord CP

OC oper comm basis &x
)l except est sideband er. Period
' ~y 28 ¥ ! ~ ,
i .

n 12 s on authprizatioh Opr. without vestigial
aband (11118 Pariod d NE - v (] i
P RN i 4 ik kil
] gr to RCA [inal an
ral dirive Period Ending :

n lieu of RCA TT-10 AL
BPCT-1709 1-14-54 Same Same Same

BAIN)7-28-53
Mod. CP(BPCT-1291) to extqnd completion daje  _ 3-1-24_ _
4-1-54 BTA use Ogmont TA4118A 5 transajtter as driver
4n 1ieu lof RCA_drjver pending mod| for_coler Perind 2-1-24

b=1=54 F STA Opg. Comm bpsis acdardance mﬁé%‘, .
except Vis Transmjtter powpr outpyt 4 _ky 1ns o SR
254 STA opr. wijth 5 kv griver ng reductipn in output
swer Pefiod Endifg 5=2=54|_ _ _ J - - - -

---—r—---

BMPCT=2(75 4=23=54 same Jame same T=28-573
Mod CP(HPCT-1291.hs mod)tq extend |gompletign dateli-i-=34

—— e == —— PSSR
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Date first licensed > ‘ Call letters ¥ .2
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time Period
No. Issued ¥Freq. Power Div. From-- To-

=54

STA Opt. Comm.|basis apcordance [CP BiPCT=2075
apt u§ing Dumonk TA=1188 5 kw tpansmitteg as driver in
u_of RCA Driver|pending!Mod for| color PegEnd 1l=1=54 _
B OT.21768 7-26-68% Same - or emer - Heg=b2

Aux, rency eto
Mod. of |CP{BPCT -8R0 a8 mod., eto,| to make|chanres in tran

equipmedt. _ _
BLLCT -138| 7-26-54
Aux. S 76-32

Lisense bo cover (P(BPCT-H20 as mdd. whio
{1 Aux. Trensmittqr at Ha

* |

' (L, OF LILCER
BLOT-247 2-25-55 E’-

hS4n igyer, CR{pPyT=12%

BMLCT-28 | 9-30-55 |CH #5

s genoy etol. 10-1-54
authorized
Site of statior

—  Fof Emergen¢y 9-30-55
UX. TRANS.Z ANT. p6-82 (640') Malnt.Test 10-1-55
Mod. of Jicl to adfl Aux, Aptenna fheilities|to existing

JAUX, TRANSMITER Faclilities. _ _|_ C o o ) o o o e o = o
mm-g 9‘-?3-55 . ' 1 AN,
MAIN_& AUX, TRANSJ HENZWAY OF
DMLCT-4® L~27-56 |CH 5 V=93.3

i 1020 ft. ahr. A-60.3
Mod .of Lic.to chg./ERP make minor PBc
BROT-5 1 0-17-58 | cH 5  [V-93.3 ¥

MAIN TRANS, & NT| 76-82
N2 '_t, RENEW OF

BRCT-9 | 9-17-58 | Ch #

AUX. TRANS, & ANT{ 76-82 | RTINCWAR OF L
BRCT-9 | 9=-28-01 | same Same
AUL. TRANS. & ANT) RENEWAL OF LICENSE _ _ | _ _ _ 10-1-64
BRCT-9 | 9-28-41 same same same 10-1-81

MAIN TRANS. & ANT| RENEWAL OF LICENSE _ _ | _ _ _ 10-1-6
BMILCT-108 2-8-62 | CH #5 V=93.9 kw U o - I —
AH: 102¢9° [76=-82 A-00.3 10=1=64
Mod. of | License change |name to SCRIPPS<-HOWARD BROAD-
CASTLNG | CONPAN. m-_@Tp.. L
1CT o - < L 5 ——tgprelliest & N > - L
BMLLT-108 2 Al 76=2mcs . Mod. - 2

tin;lﬁuwmny

e Lo Secrippe-Howard Breadcas
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BRO.. “™ING STATION LICENSE RECORD

June 1954

Date first licensed .. ..o, Call letters

Station location

Transmitter location _ SEE CARD #1
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Time Period
Froq _Power Div. From. To

-”-3 U 9-23-5

10 r3-28.65
TUCE Al ERP.CHGY TYPE OF TRANS
. APPL, AUTH, (R, “OPER. WENS
w- -69 | CP BPFCT-3377

same same
RENENAL OF HICENSE 10167

samo same same 10-1-64

_ RENEMAL OF RICENSE [ _ 10-1-67 _ _
§MCH.# |V-93.3 ] 10=-19-64
76-82Mc | A=10kw 10=1-67

License [to_cover PP(BPCT=3377)_ | _ _ _ _ |l _ oo oo
mcr.g 9-11-'6’7 same | same | same | 10-1-67

o B-lUPwbl I LICENSE._4..10=1-70.

mc'r-q 9-11- 67| same sane same 10-1-67
_AUX. TRAKS. & ANT. RENE OF LICENSE 0-1-70
BRGTS | 3230 /0] RENBWAL OF LICENSE 10-1-73

- 4 L) [} LIC "
r . W -F}?ﬂ AUX, T
= )
BRCT-9 0-27-73 | RENEWAL OF LICENSE (L) 10-1-73
MATN TRANS. & ANT. 10=1=7¢

BRCT-9 9-27-7 | .-“u. OF LICENSE (L) 10-1-73
Auxiliary Trans. nt ~,

BRCT-9 10-21=70| RENEW OF LIC E (S) 10=1=-79
(Main Trads. & Ant.| & Auxilfiary Trahs. & Ant|{)

s —— — .....-...-Ln--- o ———

12-15-77| REMOTE| CONTROL| AUTHOR]

R ———— Pae———— T - . - - - . . - - - - - e T W e ee—"

BRCT=~
790601 K}
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File No.

B2-PCT-121

Recd.
Flled

Rec'd
Filed

PO The VENS| Bullding,

195 (v ) 2 J 1L ij

Dated Application for Nature Date
2-21=45 |[Construction nermit for nev commercinsl televi-
3=5=-45 sion bromdcast station

3-5«45 [Freouency: -Ch. 42,

i

SOMMERCIAL mrt
APPLICATION RECORD -~ BROADCASTING

Call WEVS
Letters____ --f~= 2

R mtred-dnidddmme~ Cincinnati, (2), Ohio

01 Beslid Avemue, Cleveland, Chie (LTR.2-19-57 Action

ESH! b A0 Power! Vis: (veak) Aurlmv
lours of Overationt Unlimited
Studio! To be determined in Cleveland, Ohio ( DOCKEY # 7295
Transmitter: 1% mi. N, of Warrensville

Heights on Richmond Road, ¥arrensville, Ohio

Filed by Harold G. Cowgill, Att'y,

5-6-46 Anerded to change frequency f ch. 2, 60-66
Be7-46 ss., to ch.$#5, 76-82 mos., 9% to 4100 8q
5=17=-46 iles, specify type of trmnamitters and make
Aages ip antenna systea.

Aural: RCA BTP-10B MNax. lOkw
'im: m Ill- lﬁh




A. D, Ring, Engineer.




Call
Lettors KAl Y a3

- Actiop '
File No. Dated Application for Nature Date

. B2 MPOT-31| 12-13-46 | Modification of C.P,(B2-POT-121, which
| Reo'a | 12-13-46 | suthorized s mew commercial television bjc |ORANTED | 12-27-46

Filed 12-13-46 | station) to change transmitter site from
14 mi. X. of Warrensville Heights on Richmon
Rd, Varrengville, Ohio to 8 miles south of
the center of Cleveland, Ohio, to change
type of transmitters. make changes in ant
system, and extensics of commencement and
completion dates from 9-18-46 and 3-18-47

to days from date of grant and 180 days
thereafter, respectively.

(Vis. DaMont Max. 5kw)

(Aar. DuMont Max 2,5kw)

riled by Harry J. Ockershausen




‘.IF_ %
. A - i &
WO kp i

-
¥ | L -
. $ § " d 8 ] g 47
e B . T - - # I
. 4 % - -
- b LY ] .

Pt Gkl Awilakésin ARGORD - BROADCASTING

Name SCRIPPS-HOWARD RADIO, INC.
0

/ Action
. l‘llo No. Ap lionlon for Nature

m_ vel'e \E as 1, authorizing
ion or o new auﬂmlal television byoadcast
lhtl. tonreouest further extension of completion
date from B8-23-47 to 1-25-48
Filed by W, Barrett MoDonnell, Atty.

Mod,. of C.P. (EUT-I‘A. as md:l.ﬁ.od, which aufhorized
H— 2; construction of a new commercial television bjc
= cast station) to request mPnor antenna changej,

involving a slight change in effective radiat¢«
power; to designate types of transmitters; to
change stujo location from to de dctu.ln-d.

Jleveland, Ohio to 1816 B. 13th Street, Clevelpnd,

Ohio;to duimtc transmitter location as

7080 Stote Road, Parma, near Cleveland, Chio(pot a mo
Filed by Harry J. @kershausen, Atty,

(Vi4. Dullont, Type, Th=116A,(Exciter) TA-112AfAmplifies))

(Aur., DuMont, Type, TidlSia(Exciter) TA~117A(Abplifier)/)




BLCT-lQ

iy Application for £ 4, O
Mod. of C.P,(BPCT-121,as mod., which auth-
orized new comsercial tel.b/c station) for
extension of completiun date from 2-20-48 to

extension of cempletion date frem 11-20-48
e J-zo-.w.

1 c-30-48 Llcanuﬂ ta cover CF (HPUT-IZI as sod., which

GEANTED
1- —l-4° authorized new Comm. TV b/c station)

Fll d iilaﬁ Ey.ﬂnrry Je OcCckershausen, Att'y
'4- -49 to .
.===E;:Pr ’ correct -ncililrinc:dltl. tlnfh )

5-9-49




g, SN
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Call

Letters . NE N B . .. .. ~

unw-m.‘m'—ﬁ SEB S SP PRSP Be b PUt Pl S st ss ss Al sl Rl RsRssssR TRl

) OMO-

Aotion
!11. Ro. Dated Application for Nature [ Date

S 11-28-49 | Renewal of license. _25.50
mu 11-80-49 | Filed dy Harry J, Ockershausen, Atty.

11-29=50 | Renswnl of License GRANTED | 1-29-2
12-4=50 Yiled by Harry J. OoXershausea, Atty.

Renewnl of liocense RANTED
Filed by Harry J. Ookershausemn, Atty. n

GRANTED | 6-3-52

trans. tter at main site of Station WEWS,

ERP Visual 16 KW, Aural 8 KV, (same as

( Vis. Compesite, Aur. G, E. TT=6-4,
Filed by Harry J. Ockershausen, Attw.

Renewal of license,
Filed by Harry J. Ockershausen, Attorney

SEE CARD #6




s, WAy _ hiad : - aalia e T N P L0 o S mAY e
Form A-170 APPLICATION lléﬂl.l) - BROADCASTING e
FORMERLY FCC Form 94 Call
A | Letters ... WENS
m.nm.;..-nm.mm..m.. ............... e . i y
__ (p, 0, 3EA6-BactiIt-Birecs; Clovelend-ddy-Ohio)

File RNo. Dated Application for 3
3F 1| 9=b6-52 Cs Ps to make changes in existing Comm, TV
Rec'd, | 9=15-52 B/C station to change ERP from Vis, 16 kw.,

m 9-15-5 llll'- 8 h-' H vj-.l lw h-' m.

t

MAIV add power amplifiers to present/
CONTINUED |TO make antenna changes anc Ghange geographic
CARD # 7. coordinates slight move but site descripti

Filed by Harry J. Ockershausen, Atty,

*Power amplifiers © to be added to present
equipment( Vis. Dulont TA-183A, Aur. Dulont

TA=-1824). (1000!
Mod. of CP (BFCT-820 which authorised
transmitter at main site of Station WEWS) 1
extension of completion date from 2-3-53 0

"?1'5’& =
1led by Harry Ockershausen, Atty.

BMICT-958 12-12-52
Recd 12-23-52
Mled 12-23-R

Aux ..'!'ﬂn Be



R e T oy P S — . 2 - - -— Wy — - - o . . ey e
v wiaien B L eesllat s e w . > ¥ It - T . _ <i ; "

RD # ; coM. T B/2
Form A-170 APH.ICM‘ION llGOlD IIOADOASTING

ForRMERLY FCC Form 94 Call
Letters . W EN §

SCRIPPS-HONARD RADIO, ING.. . . ..oy
M LA (Gleveland, 0.).

I T R

File No. Dated Application for Nature Date
T-1291 K(CONTINUED FROM CARD # 6) AMENDED to change ERP from V{s, GREEISXKIXXTECNS
AMENTED 5=8-53 100 KW, Aur. 50 KW to 93 KW, Aur. 46.5 KW,

Recd 5-18-53 change transmitters, type antenna, make other See Actipn Oard 4 6
Filed 5-18-53 equipment changos & make slight transmitter

MATY move (descripticn of location samg, but chan

in ocoordinates). (1025')

( VIS & AUR RCA TT-25BL)
F1led by Harry J. Oockershausen, Atity.

License to cover CP (BPOT-820 as mod) which

suthorised installacion of an suxiliary
trnn-nhr at m: llto of Station WEVS

FCC - WasminaTo™N, D. &
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Form A-170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

ForMERLY FCC Form 94 Bail
Letters ... T2V

ooMN W B/0

\

Actiop

Hnturo i Pgu_

1-14~54

Dated Application for

1=5-54 Mod, of CP(BPCT-1291, which suthorized change
1-8-54 in facilities of existing Comm, 77 B/C Statio
1-8-54 to extend completion date Yrom 1-28-54 to
5-1-54,

&~19-54 |4iged changes in facilities of existing Comm,
4-19-84 |2V B/C Station) to extend completion date
from 5-1-854 to 11-1-54,

_____ FJUed By J. Qeonphsnpop, AWV _ _ _ _ e o o e

6-2-54 Mod. of CP (BPCT-820 as modified, which auth,
6-8-54 installation of an Aux, Trahmitter at main
site of Station WEWS) to make changes in
tranemitting equipment.

Filed bty Harry Ockershausen, Atty.
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Form A-170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
FORMERLY FCC Fonrm 9

B = L ¢

- Fila No. Dated Application for
Rce 8-.2-54 Renowal of license
& filed 8554 ¥iled by HBarry Ochksrshause, Atty.

BLOT-247 | 9-320-54 License $to cover construction permit (BPCT-
ﬂ & filed] 9-23-54 1291, ae mod.,) which authorised changes in
ra & Ant facilities of existing commercial TV droad-
cast station.
e e e d == == - d JUed by Qarry I, Ogkerghaugen, ASty. _ _
ERCT-9 6-.28-55 Renewal of license

ool & filed 7-1.55 Mled ©® J. Ockershau tty.
tin wma i}, e L A A (Portoa|10-1. 55 tc
3 | s ez ---

o—u—m quipment 9e30-55

1 tenna, at main transmitter site, (5401) (Period -
%t re Filed by Harry J. Ockershmsen, Atty, '.?5-51?- 5?)
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B ons 1170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING o 7 /¢

ForMERLY FCC Form 94 Call
Letters " Vs
Tane DOREEENONND RADE, O e s o
Clevel Ohio Al

Actiop

File No. ted ~_Application for _ ate ;
PO~ Comstruction Permit to make changes in exist- TO APPLICART.
Reed, 9-9-88 ing Comm, TV B/C Station to change ERP from | LETTER 1P-13~55
Tiled Yis, 93.3 kv, Aur. 46,8 kv to Vis, 100 kv,

Aur. 60 kv, (1020')
Filed 2y Harry J. Ockershsusen, Atty.

4=10-56 |Modification of license to change Aursl ERP

am 14-16~56 «8 kw to 60 kw. & make minor equipme
by Harry J. Ockershsusen, Atty.

- - — - - - - - -y - - . - - - R m e mw S SR S S S S PE SN WS S WS S . -

Reonew f License.
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MmN, APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING Ot TV
Auve. 1958 Call

Letters . NES. . ... 4
SCRIPPS-HOWARD BROADCASTING COMPANY
Rane XBORIPPASOMARD BADTO, TWs......o..o.cecoeremeress s onssoe e cecereere i

Application for

Resaswal of license
FMled by Harry J. Ockershausen, Atty.

«11-62 change
IIOnI_l!llnl. 1=16-62 pps-Howard Broadcasting Company
MAIN TRANS| & ANTENNA |Harry J. Ockershazusen,Atty.
lﬂll‘!lllﬂ & ANTENNA

____-_-_-“-1—-_-------- . — — — —

- s O - T - - -

“GRANTED | 9-18-64




;. o
el

]

Form BC-121
Ave. 1958

- BROADCASTING

Call

Letters

“ um-
] [ ]

- s Lt

BPCT-3377
Recd . &F{led

RAIN TRANS. | ANTENMA | sural transmitter to RCA TT-10AL.

type of
Harry J. Ockershausen,Atty.

WENWNS

L S e o T T T T e ———

cense to cover CF m-ﬂ'ﬂ',': l:;l:t;or- @RANTED

ized changes in existing station.
Harry J. Ockershausen Atty.

m«wummi"
9=16-64 |of the Auxiliary Tramsmitter.

Harry J. Ockershausen-stty




Foaw 8C-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING  Cov-TV

Ave. 1088 Call
Letters !..!..!...'..,........_.

Name UCRIPES-HOMARD IROADCASTING. COMPANY......ooooomoooosmonsssssosnsemssesases
- ‘! . ‘ : . ' b

File No. Dated Application for

BRCT-9 | 6-22-67 |RENEDMAL OF LICENSE
R&TY $=30-67 | N.J.Ockershausen,Atty.(DIMPSEY & ROPLOVITZ) | Granted | 9-11-67

BTy Oy - [aEsiki oF TG =~~~ -~ -------
R&?Y 6-30-67 H.J.Ockershausen ,Atty. (DIMPSEY & KOPLOVITZ)

6-19-70 RENEWAL OF LICENSE
6-30-70 Atty: Rarry J. Ockershausen (Dempsey &

12620 $189 6-30-70 Eoplvi
“m " Ul - 7 SN | Amended 7-27-70 re programming. i

P N recd | 6-30-70

2-8-71 Annugl filing fep $52400.00 deducted from $180. Renewal & 2400.



APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters EE v s N aabibaie

E‘.m"ﬂul"-"“ et T TTT T T T L T EEE LA b bl bl

Application for | Nature

6-14-73 RENEWAL OF LICENSE
7-2-73 MLIN TRANS, & ANT, - AUX, TRANS, & ANT.
71=2- Dempsey & Koplovitz H.J. Ockershsusen, atty,

(R

276
-76

(2) Amended 9-7-73 re equal oyment ;
business interest and ou-miqlintﬂo:t“h

RENEWAL OF LICENSE

ghzin Trans. :Ant.)(lun Trm(u. & Ant.)

« Ockershausen (Dempsey & Koplc
filed 10-1-75 with renewval appl. WPIV.
14 M“ | Amended 8-5-76 re additional infomt:lon)




* INFORMAL OBJECTION TO PREVENT THE CONTINUING DISCRIMINATION IN VIOLATION OF FCC
RULES AND POLICIES Filed 9-7-76 by Lana Moresky on behalf of the Cleveland Chapters of the
National Oreg._il_!uon for Women (mwz - Filed against. WW-TV & WKYC-TV also. Filed with WKYC-T%

A — - — R el b F T p— —
— -

RESPONSE OF SCRIPPS-HOWARD BROADCASTING COMPANY TO INFORMAL OBJECTION TO PREVENT THE CONTINUING
EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION IN VIOLATION OF FCC RULES AND POLICIES filed 10-4-76 by Harry
Ockershausen on behalf of WEWS, Cleveland, GOhio

MEMORANDUM OPINION AND m adopted 10-21-76, released 11-11-76 FCC 76981 426331 According

IT IS ORDERFD, That the informal objection fﬂod by the Cleveland Chapters of the National
tion for Women, IS DENIED with respect to Station WE W S, IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, Tha

station WE W S (et al) ARE GRANTED for the regular license term for Ohio broadcast atationa,
i.e., October 1, 1979.

. Boré of cord TN




COMMERCIAL TELEVISION
'_‘;‘,',,‘:"" APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
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About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast radio stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

TV History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest TV stations.
History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database in 1980 to track
broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS). However, the
Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system. Instead, it
retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of television station
history.




