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Cou Road"H", Near Fairchild, Wisconsin
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Eau Clai
.! 2415 ;uthiﬂz:‘hn 'II. Waghington, lin.(wl‘-m dated 55
| X 24,15 South Hastings Way, Eau Claire, Wisconsin (BMPCT T=29=53
Transmitter loeationleClairemont Awe. 2 Trimble St Eau Claire, Wis. .
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Main stedio locatiof—Clairemont Ave. & Trimble St., _!_u_l__ci_l._giro DRSS S
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" CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time Period
e T lssued Freq. Power Dlv. ~ From- To-
EPCT-T44| 2-26-53 Pn. #18,|V-52 v “4-26-5%
| ' 10216 | A-26.5 10-25=53

1)
. Por ¢ hew Commfercial TV|B/C Statiom

L=-25=53 B
2=25=54
& S-L, and mak

Jomstrusplion pe

on begins

7 1=-25-54| sane sane same byl 5=5
\PCT-744, pe_~0d) Ro_extent completjon dt._ _8=22-
2.2.5/ EXT STA Ogr. Comm|basis egact accc {dance CP BMPCT=-
1767 exdept withoyt frecugncy and Hodulatiqn monitoring

gquipmert. Perlox Ending|B=25=24] _ _ = |- = = = = = = =

BPOT-2353 0-1( Same | Same fems
1 ' IHI) o jexh, 1. daSe,

-_— - - -------—-------- L N X ¥ I ]

“ire Jod. EXT |STA Oprd Comm bagis ~xact accord
gP BIPCTE2352 pending filine of Lic. Appl.Her.End. 2220-35
LOT-241 |2=-23=55 CH 13 Y¥=57.5kw| U 2=23=55 12=1=55
AH 430 : 210-216)-28.8 k L*ﬂ change des. of
Lic. to|gcover CP(BPCT-744)ae _mod)| ST lodatiom, _ _ _ _
RCT=129 | 11-9=55 | same same |same 12-1-55 12-1-58
_ RENPWAL QF LIFENSE  _
ame  Ve=l44kw same
| .?ﬁu =
. ANE ¥
F gt ol I e oy
r perigd ending P-7-56 Comm,
l_.— PR — - e W W S = -
V=310kw same 12-12-56
A=155 Kk 6=12=57
ant. syptem & make othe

BUPCT=-17

12=T7=55

;i‘ . -—2-

L] . . wd 4P -
BBPCT-2154 10-12-5€
i 900 [t.,

P to make chgs.
- ....ql".i!'. ChanReS .. o i - - -
BBLCT-L91] 12-13-50| CH 910 | V=1lih K U I2=13=56 12-1-58
AH 430! ~ |210=210 | A={<. 44

to ecowar CP JPIE-20{A Sfor change
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Name of licenses __ CENTRAL BROADCASTING COMPANY
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Transmitter location

Main studio locatios ek c‘.‘H‘D #1

R p———S A TR R R L L L Dl s i e e = o < 5 &

R L L
-




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

- . R ar——— .-_h-__.-.- LI

Time Perioxd
I\mrr_ Div. Fiom-~ To-

| same | same |  12-12-56

completfon_date.

§ For test|B=16-57 12-1-58
Maint., & ¢emerg.

8-13=58 [PLANDING |REPAIRSL NO ObJEQTION OPR. WEAlU-
M. ON RHDUCED &R ACCPRD,., SEC. |3.689(B)(3)

(cabT o)

g » : M
mrgeagy |  12-1-61
ESE _ _ _|_(COoNDITION) _
AIRS, [AUTH. GR.| OPR. WEAU-TV
=52 WIYH _REDUSCED AURAL POWER. ADVISE
AIRS, [AUTH. GR.| OPR. WEAU-TV™

POWER, ADVISE

oy 12-1-58
210-216 | purpe only 12-1-61
11-14~-60_| SUPERSEDED AUTH. to inciude 712 merking

11-17-60 | PENDING RECEIPT VERIF IEQ REQUEST, EXT.
UI.H- GH-EFR. ”ML r ,rEH . anRi - Lo ].2-1—60 Hlm _II"

UMM-'-&DEL’:’;__ — - e - - — - -
BRCT-129| 11-22.61] samd | same | same 12-1-61
WAIN TRAWS. & ANT.| RENEWAL OF LIGENSE _ _ | _ _ _12-1
BACT-129 11-.22-6].’ same | same |Same 12=1-61
Aug.Ant.! _ _ _ | RENEWAL OF LICENSE _ _ | _ _ _12-1-64

POST BROADCASTING GORPORATION. ENF: 5-17-92
& AUXILIARY ANTENNA,

-

L
g

)
-

BALCT-181 5-16-62| VOLUNTARY ASSIGNMENT criumss TO
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BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Dete {irst liceased ~ Call lotters WEAU-TV
Station locatjen . FAU CLAIRS, WISC.

- .

Tranamitter locatles SER CMRO.£X =3

“_-m-mﬂ-_—_-_-—-__-_.___“____—‘ 5 .



CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time Period
No. Issued From.- To.
BPCT=3110 | 12-7=62 |CH #13 V=316 2=T7=63
: 890" ME :lﬂhﬁ By 210-216 |A-158 o & B-7-63
Construg My o
WIRE « GR, OPERATE
WEAU=-TV N TM & ANT . CORD.SECTION
a.onussorsperaol 1 __ [ ___ .
BLCT-1281 l!-l?-‘ CH.13 121763

AH: 890'

L1
nrg.l;a"m 8-18.64 |CH.13

10-18-64

AH: 890° 210-216 4-18-65 |
Mpip Iranghs Antepng.  ZF_ che. type_trs
WIRE 10-2-6l | REL 3 LIC, APPLIC.
AUTH. OR. [OPER. WEAP-TV ZND. 11-4¢6l ACCORD.

CP BPCT-

WIRE 10-9-64 | RET -
OPER. WEAUFTV ON PRQG. TEST |ACCORD. |SEC. 73.

-1 4% B3 ') PSRN NI S P =

uc'r-uo 11-30-64 | cH.#13 | FOR r ITING,
NTEN h10-216 | & PMER]. OPER.
Au

o RULES &
. 12-1-64
Y 12-1-67

NAL) _ . .

)_REN

BRCT-129 |11=30-64 | CH,#13 R BT
AH:890°' MSL:1848.8° R10-216 12-1-67

IN_TRANS]| & ANT._ OF LICENSE _(CONDITIONAL) _

BLCT-1411 10-55 CH.217 V,316 kw U 1=19-65

AHIRO0* MSL:1848.8' 210-216 A, 55 kw . 126167
MAIN TRANS.S ANTENNA and redescribe TL & SL, (St.* chgd)

LICENSE to cover CP {BPCT.1hﬂ1.nuth.chgl.ln antlnn)/
: -6001] 5-25-65| CH, il V.195 U 11-25-65%
H: 1990°* ¥SL13080° 1210-216 |A.38.9 1=25-66
- ERY.TL t ' antenr J\H. SL
HH0PAIN o) Yo "ﬂ!:.’&‘:.h
zw-zm = -aa w "’M“ i Mig - 1afi.

lIl
12«14<6

. I' . er
965y 2..1.67
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.-1¢—;:;I"E‘_dﬂ
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BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

1954

3 | Statlons location EAU CLAIRE , WISCONSIN
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date
No. Issued Freq. Power

— o

BMPCT.6199 =466 | same
MAIN TRANS$.& ANT.(

Mog._of SP_(BPCT-60N1)tp &
BRCT=129 FYPR AUXI Y AITER
Regque . srreere ,_
WIRE 6=21-66 | PEND
OP'R WEAY-TV TEMP. PER END{
BHPGT-&I. ADVISE WHEN OPER/
THIS_AUTHORITY Statted 6-19-66
WIRE 7=2%-66| RE TENOQERED LI
OPER Jb TV MAIN TRANSMI B AND
ACCORD_SEC, 73,629| RULES AND CP_
BMICT =648 | 3=30-67 | Same Same
Mod., of lic. to chg, mame mu'

BPCT-3935 |4-18-67 | CH.13 N-195
AH: 1990 NSL313080° [210-216 A-38.9

Main Trans{with Al

CONSTRUCTION PERMIT [to_install Vis.

“BILT-1503 | 5-13-B7
CH.13 V=195
AH: 1990° L:30800 210_21 5-38.9

BPCT-4071 | 4-1-68

PLACEMENT FOZ (BPCT-3935) L . X
JIRE 1 Ca3N.68 RE TEID. LICE! APPL. AUTH. GR.
OPFR. WEAU-TV ON PROG. [EST ACCORD. SEC. 73.629 RULES &

TR oo P ! EER R e
6"31'3 {0 tek Coi8 irﬁﬂfl DY, CREANT. 12..1-70
-;m'?r LN~ --1 | T r— - -
BMLCT-728 | 1-31-72 | Ch, 13 [V, 191 U 12-1-73

AH : 1990 *MSL: 3080 p 0-216 |A. 28,8

ML_ty degrgage aurall ERP, | =
EBSA "o 7 i e

m—— —



June 1954
CARD # 5

 COWMERCIAL ™V B/C
BEOADOM'HNG B'.I'ATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first Viceased oo Calf lotters XEAU-TV .

Staties YT

=1 T T TN L L Ll & B BPeeFe B ss P geRt s s aissdanamR

Name of liceasee .. WEAU, TN

R T R R L R L Dt A S US—
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date | Time Period

No. Issusd Freg, Power Div. From- To
BROTV-171]| 11-21-73 | REMOT: |CONTROL |AUTHORITY

(1)

. - =

BPCT-46841 11-21-74 |
MAIN TRANG. WITH r“ﬁéu EINAL | AMP. AND ANTETRA. -

-—-#--- - —

Ch-13 7-191 |

dered liq. appl., puth, grtd.

BLCT-2394 7-11=75 |Ch. 13 |V. 191 kW U
AH: 19907 MSL: 308p' 210-2)6 A. 28L8 kW
Lic.(BPCH-4684) fof chgs.

BRCT-129 | 1-14-76 | Renewal] of licqnse (S)

i — — i — -

BRCT-129 | 11-15-7¢ RENEW
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Nnuu FCC FoRrm N

CERTRAL BROADCASTING COMPANY
(N‘W"’Ghln ’

O . Action
. ru. No. Dated Application for | Nature Date

| BRCT-T44 ?-20-51 "unltructim permit lor nay Comm, W B/o Statipn,
de & M 7-24-51 |FREQ: Ch.# 13, 210-216 MS., SEE CARD |2 for actiom
ERP: Vis., 49. 2 KW, Aur. 24.6KW, g
Hours operations Unlim!ted. g0
S=L: Clairemont Ave, & Trimble Street, Eau
Glliﬂ, Wisoonsin.
T=L: Clairemont Ave., & Trinmble Street, Eav
Claire, Wiecensin,

\Ti.l &Aur. RCA TT-]“HJ
Filed by Arthur W, Scharfeld, Atty.

"-ﬂ.ﬂ. - WAPMINGTYON, D. O




= e
= 5 L
F-..‘ . ik

}.1-'..“ : ;-l = 4 - -
7 A o

- "
B ¥ -

: PP T 9 T

+ N p ol e

. Form As170  APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
" 'FORMERLY FCC Form 94 Call YRAD-TY
| Lottors . =~

| Ranme BWWAMW. ............................................
E (E.0. ' Ste., Bu Claire, Wisconsin) bt i3 L

. Action
~ File No. Dated Application for Nature | Date
BPCT-744 % —
MEBOE 6-27=52_ | (PURSUANT TO SIXTH REFORT & ORDER 4-11-52) -
Rec'd 6-30-52 FRR: Ch. #13, 210-216 mes, 735 A R
Fled 6-30-52 ERP: Vdav-Sdve-Kwe—Aurv—abyb—iw

Hours of Operation: Unlimited

S-L: Clairemont Ave, & Trimble St.,

Fau Claire, Wisconsin

Tpl: Clairemont Ave., & Trimble St.,
Bu Claire, Wisconsin
(Vis. & Aur. RCA TT-10AH) (&40!)
(F$led by Arthur W. Scharfeld, Attv.)
ALED®D 9=2L-52 Ameided to change ERP from Vis. 52.2 kw;
Rec'd 9=-29-52 Aur, 26.6 kw to Vis, 52,2 kw; Aur. 26.1 kw

- AMENDED 2=20-53 Anonded to correct geo phical coordins
Rec'd & Filhd 2-2,-53 b s
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T.H' : - i ~
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o l-'t?nn i’- 0 APPLICATION RECORD - FROADCAS
FormerLy FCC Form N Call
Letters .. VWEAUTV

, Aot iop
Application for | Nature , Date

Nod, of CP (BPCT-744, which authorised a new | GRANTED| 7-29-53

commeroial TV braudoast station) to change

ERF from Vis. 52 kw, Aur. 26.5 to Vis.

59,05 kw, Aur, 29.53 kw ohange transmitter
and studioc location from Clairemont Avenue
and Trimble Street, Ean Claire, Wisconsin to
RS- GetirHaatd npe-veay; -

and make anteanna changes. {934ty 4

Piled by Arthur W. Scharfeld, Atty.

Amended re Sec V-C, para 2, ant. hgt. ab.
aver. terrain /,31'.

Mled by Arthur W. Scharfeld, Atty.

Amended to specify T-L and S-L as 2415 South
Hastings Way, 400' east of the city limits
of Eau Claire, Wisoconsin and request waiver
of Section 3.613 of Rules

Filed by Arthur W, Sharfeld, Atty.
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APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

7 PORm A7 OO, TV 3/
. FomrMERLY FCC Form 94 Call
| Letters -‘I‘" |

action
- File Ro. Dated Application for 3 6, Ln_,ur_:t_[ Date
INPOR-1767 | 1-10-54 | Mod. of CP(RPOT-744, as mod,, which muthor- |(RANTED | 1-25-5,
Becd, 1-2-54 1904 a pow Oomm, TV 3/0 Btation) to extend
HMled 1-81-84 completion date from 2~25-54 to 5-25-54,
B R R A e R, MY, - - - - - - - e - - - o
uo!-’:n T=-20=54 | Mod, of CP(RPOT-744, ;l nd.; which suthor-
cd &Filed | 7-26-54 is0d a new OOMM, TV B/C Sta.) to extend GRANTRED 10584
completion date from 8-25-84 to e
& Filed by Artimr ¥, Bcharfeld, Atsy.
BLOT-241 | 8-12-54 |License to cover construstion permit (EPCT- TR
Recd & fileq 8-17-54 |744 as modified)which suthorized a new GRANTED | 2-23-55%
commercial TV broadcast station anf to change®
o o description of S-L and =L to 2458outh | | T T 7
Hast Way, Washingt -
2&15?#1::: Hay, huas.flgl’:: !}:n'} ::to:
move ).
RET'D | 3:%52° | FTea by Arthoe e Scharfeld, Atty. Eesean. | L1-9-55

F.O.C - WABSERITON, B O \l
\
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e AP re L APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING coM, TV 3/¢
FormenLy FCC Form 94 Call

Letters "7'" A

5 sconsin
Action

Dated Application for - Kature ; Date

' 10-14-88 | OP to makd changes in facilities of txi?.lng
scd AFiled | 10-18-85 | Comm, TV B/C Station to change EFP from Vis,

File Ro.

72.81 kv and change type of tranmmitters,
(ROA-TT 258) (420')

- - - - Arghyr VW, Scharfeld, att
6-8-56 Mﬁo cover BPCT-ZOAB,H%M; ;?tﬁo?ﬁoa """

D in facilities of existing Comm.TV B/C | GRANTED | 12413586
tation.
Filed by Arthur W. Scharfeld,Atty.

M =

-— EEs San SEs S _-— - S — — e S e SRR R e R R S S R A N S e S S A S S g ——

54 # in focilities of exist-
od & Filled| 7-3-5& ng Comm C Station,to chenge ERF from SEE F

Vie. 1.4 h’m- 72.4 kw to Vis. ”8 “j
Aur, 154 kw, dnsgtall new antenna system aps
d¢6 make other equipment changes., (927')

Filed by Arthur w-w.ld’ Atty,




L] = =— -

" Foam BC-121 mwmuu nm uomnmm Cemn IV 3/0
~ Aug. 19%5 Call
| Vit Lettors _VEAU-ZY

Name O e e s e RS - AETS
Yat Claire sconsin

My T

A

File No. Dated Application for .

SPCI-218 Amnended to change ERP from Vie. 308 kw, Aur.
Amended 9-10-56 154 kv to Vis. 310 kw, Aur. 155 kv, make
Reod & filed mw antenna and other equipment changes. (893')
OCont'd from [ 5 Filed dy Arthur W. Scharfeld, Atty.

-— e D G D s S SR R R R O S S S S R S S S S e - . ) e e e - e - . e -

AMPCT-4698 |5-10-57 . of CP(BPCT-2154,which authorized chang
&filed |5-15=57 in facilities of existing Comm.TV B/C Sta)to
ltt. f 1 end completion date from 6-12-57 to 8-12-5
iled by A W Scharfeld,Atty.

Recd & . changes in facilities of existing Comm.
¥ain trane/& antenna [TV b/u station.
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O Form BCe12Y 3 1CAT10 . D . "“’L .

. Ave. 1983 " ugm \RATAY
- OST BROADCASTING CORPORATION {5-15-62) tors .. R
Mame . CENTRAL BROADGAS TN B P ANY . oo csssssessssconssmsessamns s

Eau Claire, Wiec

File No. Dated Application for
BALOT-182 | 2162 Voluntary assigmment of license to Post

Broadcasting Corporation
Roger C, Minahan (Whyte, Hinchboook,

kv to Vis. 316 kw to Aur, mhlnndvpo




h X a iy =

W
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:!ti 8C-121\ APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Ave. 1958

File No. Dated Application for

- BMPCT.6001 8.19.64 Mod, of CP (BPCT. 3401, which authorized
Recd.& Filed| 8-27.64 |changes in existing station) to change Aur,
MAIN TRANS. § ANTENNA ERP from 55 kw to $8-dw; change transmitter
location from 2415 South Hastings Way, Wash
Wisconsin to 4.4 miles North of Fairchild,
Wisconsin on County Road *W™; Type of antenna
to RCA TW.15A.P; make changes {n antenna

structure and antenna height above average
terrain to 1990 feet,

Attyt White,Hirschboeck & Minahan, (Marina
Plaza, Milwaukee, Wisconsin)

fRended T8 “oliange AP from Wis. 316 kv,
55 kw to Vis., 225 kw, Aur. 45 kw ; and sp

studio location as 1907 South Hastings W
Eau cllir.. mm- 4 ws

Call
Letters WEAR-TV

“ Wﬂﬂmm-ﬂm"ﬂm"uu--u“nﬂﬂ
A\l CLAIRE, WISCONSIN




E ]

?nn 8C-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Aue. 1993 Call
Letters . NEAU-TV

R L e ——

Rame .. ROST _NDARCASTING CORROBATION......... oo,
RY. S R g WA IVINS AN

Application for

ever & !nvDoc

Liosnse to cover amwn. which auth. ium
orised changes in existing station) and to
redescribe tranmmitter and studio location

as 1907 §. Hastings Vay, Esu Claire,

RENENAL OF LICENSE

gl s




=

Forw BC-121 ©
Aug. 1953

kS | ' y
“ 9508580008850 00 0B EtB PRI RTERR S AT SR IRIRITRER LSS B

CH AU CLAL JISCONS IN

File No. Dated Application for

12-14-63 Mod, of CP(BMPCT-5001, which auth, changes
Recd . &Filed | 12-18-63 |in existing station) to extend completion Yok =bb
NAIN TRANS.&|ANTENNA |date from 1-25-66 to 5-31-66,

-— wm E - .. - e ws e e - TS TR W S Ee e Ee W S e e Ee W e S — P ———

HLCT-1593 T=19<66 | Licemse to cover CP(BMPCT«6001, as modified)

R&F «21«66 | vhich suthorized chan
b . At Sihecioes Shanges in sxistise pigjon| MANTD | 3-25-67

- e - - . .- .- - O O - . -, - - O - . S - O S - . S - S S - - - . S

un-un 3267 Mf‘lu:iunaflhmotoohln-to

Construction Permit to install Visual

RENENAL OF LICENSE
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ronidert) APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Ave. 1938

coNY, 7V,

Call
Letters . NEADSY

“ Mmm““mnmumuuumn
¥ ! ’ ]

Aot ior
Application for Nature Date

" CP to replace expired CP(BFCT-3935) which
1-4-68 |authorised installation of Visual Alternate b1-68
TH ALTIR, Yain Final Amplifier,

°T- 1826 9-23-68 |LICENSE (BPCT-4071) for chenges.
R&F 9-25-68
MAIN TRANS. WITH ALTER.

{ RALAMRLY.& ANTENN

ERCT-129 8-12-70 | Renewal of license.
R&F 8-14-70

PRESS: G 26 ER

PN REC'D: 8-14-70
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APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters . WEAU-TV

-ﬂiliiltr‘lﬁl“ﬂ— L E TN e

File No. Application for Nature |

_——_

 EMICT-728 ' ; RANTED

t¢d for Hunril:'

16 JAN 574
3-75 to 1+8-76

« by remote contydl
from 1907 South Elunn Ihy, Eau Qlaive , Wijconsin,

11-21-73




TEINIINK INITIAL DECISION OF ADMINTSIRAT LAV JUDGE HERBERT SHARFMAN issusd 11-12-74,
released 11-19-74: Aveo , besause publis interest, convenience, and necessity will be
served, IT IS ORDERED that unless an appeal from this initial decision 1s taken to the
Commission by a or the \unmission reviews the initial dewision on its own motion in
agcordance with n 1.276 of the rules, the above-captioned application of WEAU, Ins. 1s
GRANTED to the extent that its license is = renewed for a period of one year.* IT IS5 FURTHER
ORIERED, pursuant to Section 503(b) of the Communisations Act of 193, as amended, that the
licensee, WEAU, Ino., shall submit its check for $1,000, payable to the order of and mailed to
the Federal Communieations Commdssion, in payment of its liability for repeatedly violating
Sestion 73.1205 of the Rules and Regulations, as above held. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the
Broadeast Bureau's motion for production of wim documents filed February 28, 1974, 1s

DISMISSED as moot.
*T'his initlal decision is effective 50 days aftees the release date subgect to the provisions of
the rule (1.276) cited in the ordering clause above. Exceptions, if any, must be filed within

30 days of the Xrelease date unless an extension is duly granted.
NOTICE released 1-14-75 45161t the Initial Decision released 11-19-74 became effective 7 -8-75,
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APPLICATION RECORD - RROADCASTING

Y ..U

COMMERCIAL 1v

Call

w m:m""mmmuu.u.m ..... oS RS £ TSRS

File No. Dated Application for Nature

BPCI-4684 | 10-16-73 | OP %0 make changes in transmitting equipment BRANTED
R&P 10=-23-73

#245407850 | 10-23-73
AC: 058
PRESSs

BLCT-23%
Recsived
Piled
$#401170 $50.
$408985 $§50.

AC: 058

12 SEP W75




s ATION 0
rom vt APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Letters ... WEAU-TV |

%m-mmu AABRAREARE BE SRR R RS AR AR FREBP a BB i i ad s bdnsBaBanms -

Dated

Rame .
Ch-13

File No.

Actiop

Nature
GRANTED

Date
11-15- 76

Application for

7-29-70 |{Contours & Annual report filed.
7;2% Amended 9-15-76 re oupplement replacing

TP o Seot o T e = - Sty .
o ohg, ERF to Vis, 314, kars T1-6 |aumen | soesn

R

&F

PEESS T :

nu:f'“' '.t:-::g:?'; [T REREGAL OP LXICERSE """ """ oy [19n90079 00

2 ATTY: CARL R. RAMEY “"?“ /
{MNCKENNA+ WILKINSON & KITTNER}

23-79
" ”&’-v‘:"%g"
PRELS 09D

BLCT-80052

Lic. to cover BPCT-790412KE for chgs. 2Y .7
Amended 5-7-81 re engineering




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast radio stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

TV History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest TV stations.
History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database in 1980 to track
broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS). However, the
Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system. Instead, it
retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of television station
history.




