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b >, ! WAAY-TV (Evr :12=19«653)

o L Call letters® "ATU=CY Seai e
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STATION ID: Huntsville<Decatur, Alabana
(Ltr. 4-14-69)

Date first licensed mmmﬂhﬁ.ﬂ

Name of licensee ROCKET CITY TELEVISION,LC. .. B el e i

EElassaredssedlisnanBbene

1000 ‘?}nrtf—rs nrgnm?%ln?;ﬂ u%us le anr'd 'fm'a" ?.:ﬁlnye - -{& vle: b%mq antsville,Alabama
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Main stodio location>: . orner konte Sano Boulevarc and Sunset Avenue, ""‘-H{ 5‘355"}&{6%;25)
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' CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

~ Date ¥ Time Period
No. Issued Freq, Power Div. From-- To
RICTSONTY 11-25-58 |CH #31 [V=9.08 Hw U T 1-25-£0
| , 1=-25=59
{2950° 572-578 |A=4 . 5L Y5250
8 _Ror_of new_Comnd TV B/C [Station| _
ENPGT-5298 5-22-59 Clf 31 | V=17.L U T IpRLEgE
AH:ID20" 572=578] A=9.56w MSL:s176k' 11-22-59

Mod 4OP( HPCT=2475 )anth. to Ehe. ER..,;Ins*,all

= | 9-<i=59 kE LIC. APPL. BLET-957,AUTH. GR. OPR.
GLTV ON PROGRAM|TEST A @CORD. SECTION 3.429 RULES & CP

98,SUBJECT TO COMPLIANCE
ION OF APDITIONA

& SUEMLS

.'L HE..;IT Tl

WIRL 12-20-60 PENDING| RECEI
M 1-30-61

AUTH. GR. CPSR. WAFG-TV
ACCCHD .| CP. BPCT-2817. WIER 1-11 [Commenced
BPCT-2817 11-10-6 V=202 kb ~ U T 1=10s61 Ha
B-1020 S L= 764" |572-578 A-112 ky |  7=10=61

¥ to ch:F:e ERP, install new trang, & rake jother equipment

ﬂﬁi‘“ S8 2.2-51 [PENDING
=pl ACDRD. CP_BPCT-2817
’gr PER JEND .4~13-61

OPR. WAFG-TV TEMH. PER.
R TND

BTC-433 v trandfer of cgntrol of per=-

James RJ Cleary, Thomas
‘degory,Jr {,Robert M.Darby
TO Smith Broad-

mittee rporatio

A Barr, PJohn A. .
J.E. Be IC'-" . } » AT h'-]r-, e

castine jlnc, ZFE:
BLCT-057] 9-1.64 i:ﬂ.on | V=204

S AH31020%| MSL:1764Y 572-578 A-105
License ko EE?ET_M_(E?ET:? 75 as_ 2""’7 ________
| |V - . -




ARD A2 ' e
orm BC 126 MM, TV B8/C

J 1954 .
& BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

»

D.‘. l lf't l‘t‘.”‘ LA EESEEEEE RN Rl AERERNEt R R sR RS C.l l le‘ tcrs ssws e --iﬁi'i'ii-r-:; fr ............. so0 000

U D B S DO s s s i e

Name of licensee .......... ROCKER. . CITYX. TRLEVISION, INC. . (o
aicter Iotatien - SRE CAMTISL > o s e NS TR 2, 4

Hale stutle 10cationm . SR . AR B e e e




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. | Date Time Period

No. Issued Freq, Power Div. From. To
PCT3757| 4<13«66 | CH, 31 | Va153k U (el 30
AY21020% M3L:1769" B72-578 | A=31 Kk | 121300
CP_to repldce expired CP(BPCK=3336) | .. _ _ | . - o -~
BMICT=609 | 4=15=6f| same |same same ] 356

CENSE
CH-31 (V=741 k ek
MSL:2044Y 572-578 A=T74 .1 |kw
 cover CR(BPCT-3757, as Mod.)

RENEWAL] OF LICHNSE (S)

[RENEWAL|OF LICENSE (s)

‘t ———F - - - —_—— = -
Pending restorgation rull uhility
emp., pery end, 2-47=75 at




BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

WAAY- TV

TR T TR T e S Call letters ...

Station location
HUNTSVILLE, ALAB

Transmitter location

AL St JOCALION ... R N N G S




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time Period

LR RN Issued Freq. Power |  Div From- To
WIRE 12- 30- 76| Pend. the filnng of lic, |appl. on 302

Auth. grted oper. WAAY-TV stfict accprd BPL.I- 1931, temp,

given via te
uth, subject
7. 1f fgture use of
lated, ne¢essary file
form 301 fdr_construetion pefmit. [ [ . ___
3-1-77 |Re tend{lic. appl., authd grted

trans. 4nd ant.4 on PT accord. BPCT-4931.

---------------------------

kW U 4=1-79

D e M?
appl. by 2=21~-

telephone qf 12-20-
to the filing of lic

A-29-77 | Ch. 31| V. 676

L: 2549'| 572-578 A. 67.9¢ kW
BRCT 781201] KL 3-22-19 RENEWAL OF L}CENSE A piae




Form BC-121 ~ APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING tov
AuG. 1985% Call -

Letters
ROCKET. CITX. mmml. Ilﬂ. |
’.0. A mo a ML W 1\ AR m-J_..___________- - S—

tion huntaville '
File No. Dated

BPCT=2475| 2-25-58
Recd & Filed| 2-27-58

Name

Application for Nature | Date

CP for a new Comm, TV broadcast station - AL . Ld = D=

M-l Ch.#31, 572-578 moe.

ERP: Vis, 9.08 kw., Aur. 4.54 Rv,

Hours: Uniimi Jed

S=L: SW corner of Monte Sano Blvd, and Suns¢t
Ave., Huntsville, Alabama

T-L: Same
Stationl: Huntsville, Alabama
(GE TT20A) (982 rt.)
Bell, Morring & Richardson, Attys. (Hunt .
LLoyd W. Mt’ Jr. & Ala.
Raymond C, Watson, Engrs. (Alabama)
Amended 10-27-58 | Amended to chg stockholders, stock subscrip-

Bl Bacd & filed| 11-3-58 tion, financial data & additional engr. da

F.CC. - WASHINGTON. D. &




Fonm Beetzy MM # 2 np i ATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Avg. 1955 Call
' - Letters . WAFG-1V
Name .ROCKET CITY TRLEVISION, INC.
, Hunteviiie, Ala.
[ Actiop
File No. Dated Application for | Nature Date
BNPOT-5298 | 4-2-59 Mod. of 2P (BPCT-2475 which auth. a new | GRANTED | 65-22-59
Recd & filed| 4-56-59 Comm. TV b®/¢ etation) to change REP from | ..I
Vie. 9.08 kw, Aur. 4.54 kv, to Vie. 17.2 kw,|
Aur. 9.64 kw, install new transmitters
(GPL Continental PA.714) change type of
antenna (to G® TY-25C) make changes in equipt
ment and antenna height above averanre ter-
rain to 1016°
____________ Filed direct(ty Ala-tty, James 2. Cleary) | ]

72459 License to cover CP (BPCT-2475 as mod.,)
Reocd & filed 7-24-59 which authorized a new comm. TV B/C station
@nd change description of transmitter and
studio location to 1000 Monte Sano Boulevard,
Aunteville, Ala., in liou of SV Corner Monte
Sany Boulsvard and Sunset Ave., Hanteville, '
ALA., filed direct '

ended to - [
3317 also include facilities in BPCT-

GRANTED | 9-1-.64

2=23=51
2=2T7-51

FPEC - WagHmiNmgTON. D C.




" Fond BC-121 © APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Auvg. 1955 Card '3

Call WARY =TV eff112.10.£41
Letters A YWAFG-TV

Name ROCKST CITY TolmVISION. INCo .o
Runtsvills

i — | —— e

t Actlion

Application for Nature | Date

e —

CP to change SR from Vis. 17.4 kw, Aur. 9.!
kw to Vis. 216.8 kw, Awr. 122.1 kw, install | G°P*\'TED 11=-10=60
naw tranmmitters, from GPL Continental PA-71¢4
to G5 TT-25A and aake other equfrment change
Filed diract

Voluntary transfer of control of permmittee |GRANTED | 11-13-63
orporation fram P, T, Cunn, James R, Cleary, |Condition| that the trans
auas A, Barr, John A, Higdon, John 35, ‘fcr not consumma t ed
Gregory, Jr., Robert M, Darby, J. E., Beasley,[unti]l the| transferee
Jr'ey Winston S, Garth, Jr., et al TO Smith surrendefrs the CP for
Broadeasting, Inc. STATION Y-TV,

Prince & Pﬂ.u.l.. Att)'.' Transferor

Jeorge O, Sutton, Atty. Transferee

P CC - WasSMmINaGTON. D &




A4 o }=i i COMM.TV
Forwm BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Aug. 1958 Call
Letters ...... . 0001V

L E T

B R RTIE . sccmtrcsssasssisssisssossssor

CRES) ceerssrsencene

HUNTSYILLE, ALABAMA ZIP 35801

’ Act 4
File No. Dated Application for Nature | Date
BPCT.AS5SA L=16-65 [Construction Permit to chance ERP from Vis,
Recd. 41968 [204 kw, Aur. 105 kw to Vis. 226 kw, Aur.l13 }
FILED h«28=65 |change type of antennn to RCA TFU<24DVM;chang
in antenna system and redescribe Iransmitter
and Studio Locetions as 1000 Monte ‘ wno
— = ——d = e e [oulevard, S,E,, Huntsville, Alaboma, ._ _
BMLCT- 609 —— Modif ication of license to reduce Aural
Recelved 3=14-66 |ERF from 105 kw to 44.2 kw,
RESUBMITTED 3=29=66
Rec .t filed J=30=66

— — O ——————— _—--—r-—--———-—_-————_-—_——
BPCT.3757 1.20.66 Construction Permit to replace expired CP

R&F | 3-30-66 (BPCT.31554)which authorized changes in
existing station.

GRANTED b4=-13-066
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Foam BC-12) APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Ave. 1953 WA ey o
e e LN
RN ITNATIIG  oses cinss ncocscinsnssssnsnsssnsrnsonsosese
C
|

Aotion
File No. Application for Nature Date
SNPCT-6130)

Mod. of CP (BPCT=3737,replacement for BPfI-

JRANTE 1129066
Recd. 3554 ,which auth.chgsin existin ltltlﬂnzad |
xrke tgz fo!luulng changes: ERP Vie. 12 kw,Bubject tp compliance
FILED ur. 1 kw; type of transmitters GE TT-25A ith Sectlion 73.640 of
(MODIFIED); type of antenna to RCA TFU-30J ules.
SPEC.; make changzes in antenna structure;
inCrease antenna height above average terrain
to Il?l’_ feet. _+
BMPC T=6U Modification of cP(BPCT-J'II?_, as mod,, which
Rec'd auth, change. in existing station) to extend
Filed completion date to 7-13-67, 3=28_67
Cohn and Marks, Atty, (Paul Dobin)
BACE-SS3 ~ [13-27568 [ RENewAL OF IEBE S b -~ Lt
R&F 12-29-66 |
GRANTED | 4-1/67
I F.C.C - WASHINGTOMN. D. Q. /




36 COMM.TV
Foam BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Avg. 1958 Call
Letters WAAY-TV

Nape ROCKET CITY TELEVISION,INC.

I LI L L L T T L T L L L L e L T L I

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

| Agtion

File No. | Dated Application for Nature | Date

‘-:’h‘, License to cowver 458 mMod. , .l

S«2-68 which authorized changes in an existing
station. GRANTED | 7=18-67

_— - . - - - S - - . - . S e - . — . . e —— E aamh e

9 1969 Rules to permit station identification as
| Huntsville-Decatur. l
BRCT =553 1240-69 RENEWAL OF LICENSE — - — - — — - 2P,
R&F 12-12-69 | AMENDED 2.27-70 re staffing &
, - g & Porgramming. : _ , ﬂ
$150 #564055 AMENDED 2-20-70 re Sec.1V-B R ) 4<1-70
PN Recd. -
P RESS
BECE"_E’}E ¥ RENEWAL OF LICENSE . B s W
R&F GRANTED{ 4-13-73
PN REC '
PRESS




2 ' COMMERCTAL TELEVISION
Fom 0C- 121

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Scprember 1969 Call ”
Letters .......... LR A
m. ?‘?‘EE“E‘I‘H‘ ‘%EE}.E‘EE!"‘ ..I‘!E'..‘ FgipgasdbdidaaddRbbas bl RadddedddddisadaddidddaRadaaddaneREsERERE
= Action
File No. Dated Application for | Nature | Date :
BRCT-553 | 11-18-75 |RENEWAL OF LICENSE RANTED | * 3-0-7
R&F 12-1-75 Annual Reports Filed I
PN Rec'd: glz'rl--'gsm Atty: Lawrence N. Cohn (Cohn and Marks)
PRESS: ; Contours filed 12-1-75.,
BPCT-4931 |3-26-76 CP to chg. ERP to Vis. 674.53kW(H), Aur. GRANTED 7 =B=7
R&F 3-31-76 75.68kW(H); chg. TL (same site desc.)
#55073,810D 3-31-76 (34-44-15 86-32-02) and HAAT 1791.5 feet.
55“9? Ltr, 6-22-76 from station requesting early
PRESS L2 JUN 978 grant of BRCT-4931 =~ to Geoff Bentlev. .. .___ | ______. DT ——
BLCT-2537 | 1-20-77/ Lfc. to cover (BPCT-4931) for changes. GRANTED |4 4-20-77
R&F 12177 .~ Amended 1-28-77 re correct information
PRESS R 23 1977 |

{ F.CC - WABHMINGTOMN. D. C.




'APPLICATION RECORD '- I‘Oﬁ(ﬂm I

a1l
Lo&iiﬂﬁ .F*&”V'TV

Fom BC-IN

May 197¢

Name ROCKET CITY TELEVISYON, e, =~ ~°

—Ch-31 HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA =

File No. Dated Application for
BRCT - »
781201KL 11-15-78 RENCWAL OF LICENSE

R&F RICHARD A. HELMICK, AITY

PN REC'd

PRESS

ETCCT-8012 Vol. TC of licensee corp. from Elizabeth
(Form 316) Kirby J. Smith and Marcellus D. Smith,III,

| Atty,:

shareholders of Smith Broadcasting, Inc. to

e — e ——

f Action

ELL.:

Elizabeth Kirby J, Smith and Marcellus D,
Smith, 111, Trustees for the benefit 1nd1v:d+
vally of Elizabeth Kirby J. Smith and
Marcellus D. Smith, I1I1.

Richard Helmick (Cohn and Marks)

FCC . WABMINGTON. D C ‘

| Nature




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast radio stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

TV History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest TV stations.
History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database in 1980 to track
broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS). However, the
Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system. Instead, it
retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of television station
history.




