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File No. Dated Application for | Nature | Date
BPET.342 4=3-69 | Construction Permit for a new Non<Com ercial | CHANTED SUN
R&F 4=14=69 | Eduestional TV 8/C Station:
Precs APR 1 2 1969 .‘ ”. 614-620 uﬂ..
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Atty.: Roy F. Perkins, Jr. (Cohn and Marks) |
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Before the FCC 72-381

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 75813
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Amendment of Section 73.606(b), Docket No. 19390

Table of Assignments, RM-1816
Television Brovadcast Stations.
(Corpus Christi, Texas)
REPORT AND ORDER
Adopted: April 19, 1972 ; Released: May 1, 1972

By the Commission: Commissioners Bartley and Reid absent,

l.  The Cowmission has before it for consideration the proposal to
assign tedevision Channel *16+ for noncommercial educational use at Corpus
Christi, Texas, upon which comments were invited in the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making, released herein on January 7, 1972 (FCC 72-17), and published
January 13, 1972, in the Feleral Register at 37 F,R, 540, This action was
taken in consideration of a petition for rule making of South Texas Educa-
tional Broadcasting Council (Council), the permittee for a new educational
station (KEDT) on Channel *38, the presently reserved educational television
assignment at Corpus Christi, on an alternative proposal to assign Channel
*16 without offset for reserved educational use at Corpus Christi by re-
placing the now unoccupied Channel 16 assignment at Galveston, Texas 1/ with
Channel 47, B

2. In addition to the proposed Channel *16+ assignment at Corpus
Christi, we also proposed to take other appropriate action to permit the
Council to operate on Channel *le+instead of Chunnel *38 at Corpus Christi,
Further, comments were invited on whether Channel *38 should be retained at
Corpus Christi as a reserved or unreserved assignment or deleted for use
elsewhere should Channel *16 be assigned there and Channel 38 vacated. Also,
we cvised that since Corpus Christi is within 200 miles of the United States-
Mexican border, notification and concurrence of Mexico to the assignment
proposc:d would be required before its adeption, 1In response tec our notification
of the proposed assignment, the Mexican Government advised by letter of
February 1o, 1972, that it has no cbjection to the proposed Channel *16+ assign-
ment at Corpus Christi,

1/ The Galvestor Channel 16 dssignment was formerly occupied by Station KVVV-TV,
which ceaso ! hperacion in September, 1969, The construction permit of TVUE
Associates, Iac., tor the station was deleted on April 23, 1971,
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3. The Council, the only party filing comments in response to the
Notice 2/, urges that the proposed Channel *16 reserved assignment at Corpus
Christi be made but without the positive offset proposed. It also requests,
if che Galveston Channel 16 assignment is not deleted as the Council proposed,
that it be made clear in our decision that the Galveston assignment will not
prevent its use cf Channel 16 at the transmitter site selected for its
Corpus Christi educational station. The Council informs *that it has had to
relocate the site now authorized for it . Channel 38 educational facility;
that a new location has been found for which it has obtained air space
approval from the Federal Aviation Administration; and that it will file an
application for modification of its outstanding Channel 38 construction per-
mit to specifv this new sire shortly. Th.: new transmitter location selected
has coordinates of 27° 39t pon N, 970 33" 55" W, 1t ig located approximately 1.3
miles from the site row authorized for the Council's Channel 38 operation
and but 203.1 miles instead of the 205 mikes required from the
Galveston Channel 16 reference point. The Council's presently authorized
Channel 33 site is 204.9 miles from the Galveston Channel 16 reference point. This
would satisfyv the 205-mile separation requirement since our rules permit this
distarce to be rounded off to the nearcst mile in computing scparations.

“.  The Council desires the assignment of Channel 16 at Corpus
Christi in order that it may operate on that channel instead of Channel 38
and thereby avoid the p.oblems and cos.s approximating $84,000, of converting
the Channel 16 cquipment which {. has acquired. This equipment was formerly
used bv o the defunct Galveston Channel 16 station (KVVWW-TV), Sipce the Council's
Channe! 16 cquipment is for non-offset operation, and it estimates that it will
cost from 56,500 to $7.000 to offset the equipment far use on Channel 16+ at
Corpus Chrijsti, it is aleo opposed to the proposed positive offset for a
Corpus Chiisti Channel 16 assigmment and requests that we refer its Corpus
Christi Charv 1 16 non-offset propo&al to the Mexican Government.

2. The Council's objective in seeking to opcrate its Corpus Christi
cducaticonal station without offset on Channel 16 rather than on Channel 38
was public interest value, we believe, since the time and mone v required for
“roversroc o0 he Council's Channel 16 cquipment for operatieca on Charnel 38,

Council's comments were filed on March 13, 1972, after the specified

corer filine comeente (Fehruary 23, 1972) and reply comments (March 3, 1972)
expied. oy were accompanied, however, bv a motion to accept them de-
"herr latencss because of the shortness of +ime allowed for filing
cther commitments of jtg engineering and legal counsel which
from completing research needed for the filing of timely comments.
ool persuasive. The time provided for filing comments was
< in rule making proceedines, and. from all indications, was
lanation is given why the Council or its counsel failed to
procedure by requesting an extension of the specified deadlines
“fore thev expired when it appeared that the time limits could mt
theless. we have accepted and considered its comments. Since the

e

ceopetitioner for the assiviment change proposed, its comments can

tateness of their filing does not prejudice any other
ine or celay its resolution.
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as well as for offset operation on Channel 16, could be more productively
used to further its plans and objectives for its local educational service

in the area. Channel 16 is also technically feasible for assignment and

use at Corpus Christi in conformity with minimum separation requirements
without disturbing any existing assignment, as we proposed, or by replacing
the unoccupied Galveston Channel 16 assignment with Channel 47, as the
Council proposed. We therefore think that the assignment should be made

by the latter method since it will provide added flexibility for use of
Channel 16 at Corpus Christi at required spacings, and Channel 47 is a tech-
nically feasible ard otherwise suitable replacement for the unused Galveston
Channel 16 assignment. We also are willing, if Mexican concurrence can be
obtained, to assign Channel 16 at Corpus Christi without requiring a positive
carrier offset. In the Notice we proposed a positive offset for the proposed
Corpus Christi Channel 16 assignment because of the Channel 16 assignment at
fonterrey, Mexico, since the reference point for a Corpus Christi Channel 16
assignment, as well as the Council's prior and now proposed site for its
Channel 16 operation, arc all less than the desired 250-mile distance from
the Monterrey reference point. However, in view of the fact that the
Monterrcy Channel 16 assignment is not occupied, Mexico may have no objection
to adding Channel 16 at Corpus Christi without offset., While we have not yet
received a response from Mexico to our notification on the Corpus Christi
Channel 16 non-offset proposal, this need not delay final action on the pro-
posed Channel 16 assignment itself. 1If required by the response received from
Mexico on the Corpus Christi Channel 16 non-offset proposal, an offset
designator for Channel 16 can be added by subsequent order and specified for
any authorization for operatior on the channel issued prior thereto, as pro-
vided in the note preceding Scction 73.606(b) of our rules.

s+ With the assignment’of Channel 16 for reserved educational use
at Cerpus Christi, it is also appropriate to decide whether the presently
reserved Channel *38 assignment which the Council plans to vacate should be
retained at Corpus Christi as a second reserved assignment, as an unreserved
assignnment, or deleted for:assignment elsewhere. Although we invited comments
on this question, the Council's comments are silent in this regard. Having no
evidence of any need for a second reserved cducational assignment at Corpus
Christi, we have decided, for the present at least, to retain the channel
thiere as an unreserved assignment so that it will be available for either
educational or commercial usc. We think that this is warranted sirce Corpus
Christi is a sizeable community (1970 population, 20%4,525) and now has but
one unreserved channe! assignment (UHF Channel 28) to meet developing needs
for additional Jocal commercial and cducational television service not
sati-fied bv its three lcecal VHF commercial stations and the Council's pros-
pective educational station.




8. 1In view of the foregoing, IT 1S ORDERED, That, pursmant to
Sections 4(i), 303(g) and (r) and 307(b) of the Communications Act of 1934,
as amended, effective June 9, 1972, Section 73.606(b) of the
Rules, Table of Assignments, Television Broadcast Staticns, 1S AMENDED, to
read as follows with respect to the cities listed:

City Cnhannel No.
Corpus Christi, Texas 3-, 6+, 10-, *16, 28, 38
Galveston, Texas *22, 47
9. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, That effective June 9, 1972,

and pursuant to Section 306(a) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended,
the outstanding construction permit held by South Texas Educational Broadcast~-
ing Council for Station KEDT on Channel *38, Corpus Christi, Texas, is hereby

MODIFIED to specify operation on Channel *16 3/, subject to the following
conditions;

(a) The permittee shall submit to the Commission by
June 30, 1972, all necessary information to comply with the
applicable technical rules for modification of authorization to
cover the operation of Station KEDT on Channel *16 at Corpus
Christi, Texas.

10. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, That this proceeding IS TERMINATED.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Ben F. Waple
Secretary

3/ Operation on Channel *16 with non-offset is contingent on Mexican
concurrence; otherwise, operation on Channel *16 with positive offset
will be specified.

NOTE: Rules changes herein will be covered by the 1972 Ed. of Volume III.
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About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast radio stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

TV History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest TV stations.
History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database in 1980 to track
broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS). However, the
Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system. Instead, it
retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of television station
history.




