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e S BROADCASTING 1. IONEICENSE RECORD o
| | 00-H-0 XOX(NeY, 4-23-8)

Date first licensed . B=12=48 Call letters ..~ Wi~
STATION LOC/TION: ROStlrOme,+Euucas

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
g mo
METHOMEDIA. INC. (ALH 9-2H.72

BEf: 116472)
x EPARKS BROADGASTING COMMMMYF (MYLA.68; Or, 8-6-53)
Name of licensee X BOYAL OAK BROADCASTING OOMPANY = . .

2201 Woodward jleighis Blvd,, uenr Ferndale, Nichigan (BLH 6-2-59)
Transmitter location Fe-Ys-corner-of-Ton-Nile-&- Opsenfield-Roads,- Sonthfiald. Zowmmble:-goh-

2201 Woodward Meights Rlvfl, Neur Ferndale, Michigan (LTR, 8-18-55)
Main stodio locationk 232 VWa Sixth Street, Royal Qs ®icMioes. .. ... .. ... . -

FCC-65



CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

\Appl. TR 3 T
From- To

-

By 4-16-47
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ETC-I(MQ i‘._z?;*.m an..llq_iln_ﬂ control |of licensee
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LH l',.. nc «I . KW Lenr: }“n fget
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Form BC 126

June 1954
B - BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first llcemsed  S32°%8 Call letters ....% - © .

Bl R S e S SN S

otation locatlon ........ooooeeeee.. ...

s S S R s

SPAIMS BHUADCAS [ING CURBRR¥

“m o' l Im - —-““m"““"..——li“"'."““il"-ﬁ“ﬂl-ii--.-““---.-l-“'_“‘.“-‘“'-—"""-‘-Hm-ﬂ-——

Tl'mnl t ter Im t lo‘ i e it e ek L T T ———

H. i n E t ud I u l n:. l Inn - ﬁ-_“"“_--'..‘-'..'.“—m—“—m-“———"—-—_‘-——-m-——‘.‘-_-—_.—-"“h“hm“




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time Period
No. lssued Freq. Power Div, From- To-

L |

Sitii=] B b | e A0N 6 Wi

RPE-5351  12-15-38 lod. QP(Bili-2358) to chhinge untenna
ﬁ-—l - . - .. -— - - n;k"n M'li 't ‘:-‘.-rrL

PPHSLTL| L=1L-59 ixtensibn of completion jate to 7:15-59

e B B SR 0 B

Blii= LINS 0=2=39 1" Juog SHP:0Llgw U L== 50
nAaAl: Jont UL W L1N= =61
«iC. to qover (i i‘:.-".’ 3, he mod., «hich auth.
inatallagion of 1 flur. ing. ERP; ine.
L e o oAl ang chiange bt t'LiJ osnti n

UI : u'JiJ 1”‘-‘- A e S *

L T T

BMSCA-10 2-13-61

(42 and 6?30.3%1 1
BPH-3208 |1-3C-
TPO:20kw.

CP to install a

—~ - |decrease HAAT and incr.,

BPH-3250 | 2-9-61 |104,3mch. 6lkw
TPO{10kw. Ch.282 HAA
CP to linstall al| new tra.r.mit.t (R
T .
-] {9 -id]l=l] Licnse| to cov LTP{?'.:’”— LOH" mi:h

- —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— — r—

(1) anthorizpd in ‘H}l new
= 1

b_::..:i;n-l?' _9-2‘%_-61 | Subsidiary Co nication Authnrizntion
§2 & h_;‘nv)_Lan_._*lJItpplex 10=1-64

BRH-180 |9-28-61 204, %mgc ¢ wﬂ.;, LL]QBH} U | 10=1 10«]l-

HVMPH =HW -l ) =" | Mod., '. ' ‘pﬂ"i for lextension of

B

| i #* .
i -_'h_ S ___;__-______::_- . e = . ""'-1—"3:1




form BC 126 ,.
June 1954 13

BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first licensed ..o Coll lotters .. NONC
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

’ From- To
52  10-lbk

which auth,
trans, and

BPH- 5241 3-7-66
HAATS30' (hY23D' (W) cp rd. .
cond 'l

P to ins

conjunciion with vert, pc
rt. polarized ant(Electrg

12 sectiong); and ith vertical TPO,ERP

i HAAT;
BMPH.- 8802 5-11-66 N104.3mc. ERP:2] Sew(h&v)U 5766

$ : M1-7=-66
an'(R)275'(vY CHé 282 TPO:20ke(h) 1 8kw(
i I*!-'h-n::'.it'h::m {ion of (BPH-521) to ingtall new hor
trans (Gaties FM-20G); chg.| type Verg. trans(Gate
FM-20G): kchg. Lty vert. ant(Gatesp300G-12,12
urctiunnﬂ incr. Yert. TPQ and HAAT

_.___.—.-—.-—--—---_-—l--'—'—-—- e —

perate

) O E—

RSH-180 lD-IL £6 Mod. of Lic. to|show Fedaral 192A tu
(1) mod. byl installation of Wilkinson
FM-10D Exciter § Wilkinsan SG-1D

|Stereo gtntrltn{
P - - e —— - - - — - -
3457 ¥ 4. 3ImcBERP:215Rw(HAY) Ul=24 1N<1-67
- a1 P82 TPO: 20kwi(H) | tutf}

- e 1 1 b =
'i ;hﬂnrsi I:“u 1"11 111 tl.‘.! l.11 !R

el 2 M uwert O 5B _AD Ated with




Form BC 128
June 1954

ity BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Dl" !|t't l‘c“a.d L R T c'll lﬁt‘er‘ --:-E--Q-Ii.g..
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Appl. Late
No. Issued
ot =180 Yall=
APH-6082 | 1-3-68
HAAT: 330'Ih)
215 VW) CP t

.'..‘:

3=22-72
S

O — —— - — - —

Letter 2=14-73

SRH-180(L ) 9-27-
BLH-5880(L] 11-20-7

BPH-B8868 T 7
HAAT: 360" (H&V)

“BPH-8869 | 4-5-74 1104.3@hz ERP: 5
: 200%|(H&V)
.-Tj_‘,..l __________
n 3 =76

h#282

i- (Main

Freq,

Power

CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Time
Div.

llenewal of licqnoe

m 3Ie ERP: 2]5kw(hdv)
M: 20ke(h) ] Tkw!
irt. HAA

¢
s

_— e " A —

VodrS Rkl avie

Trans:

P al®

RENEWAL

ATES~
2no

F"‘ gé

ENE WAl

20H2,

installef.

e iR S —

Period

From-- To

10=1<0

3J-3-68
)9-3--68

(i)
PAWL

i i FL

10-1-76
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: v ‘ ; Az ? % 0 METROPOLITAN
TForm 94 , APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTIN PY (COMONTTT)

OO~ ki P T35
Call

Letters Y —

SPARKS BROADCASTING COMPANY

Name _ROYAL OAK BRC CASTING COLPALY
‘ 212 West Sixth Strect, Royal Oak, Michigan) =

Action
File No. Dated Application for Nature Date
/ B2-PH-773 | 10-1-46 Construction permit for new FM broadcast Granted gonditionally
Rec'd 10-8-45 station (Community) 11-21-/6} Class "B"
Filed 12-12-45 |Frequencys To be determined station, |Letter mailed

Coverapgo: <o~ be determined- 11-26-46

Population: asic Ede 7
Studio: 212 West Sixth Street, Royal Oak,)ich I
Transnitter; $Sdhd anl approved

(R.E.L. =540~ ADI~ =kaxs250w) . -30
AMENDED to specify population as 2,691,692; CP 1same

“Ramed change coverage from "to be determined to
F % 6608.87 sq, mi.; t.mmittor location from
iled ch., E NW

212 W 6th S treet, o
Corner of Ten Mile ’%‘mnem Roads,

Southfiela Tomhip, Michigan; Class of
tation from Commnity £2 MECTOROLYE" 2P, 25}

See Card #2 (Cont'd.)




o APPLIOATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Card #2 '
SPARKS BROADCASTING COMPANY

vame  ROYAL OAK BROADCASTING COMPANY

Call YONO=FN
Letters T ot -

WONKCO

File No. Dated Application for

N e —— X

Action
Nature Date

- m_ REL 519A-DL Max, 3 kw,; maxe cha.ns;l in
o ey %ttnm system and chango’ltoclduolders.

Program analysis recd, 10-2-46.

BWPH-416 5-19-47 Mod, of C, P, (B2-PH-773 which authorized a
Ree'd 5=23=47 new PM broadeast station) to change type of
Filed 5=23=47 transmitter, transmitter site to 2201 Wood-

location to "To be determined, Royal Oak,

| Michigan; effective radiated power to 18.3
kw; antenra height above average terrain to
382 feet; make changes in antenna system and

L=18=47 and 10-18-47 to 60 days from date of

grant and 180 days thereafter, respectively.

(GE BT-3A Max., 3 kw)
Filed by H, D, Driscnll, Attorney

station.

ward Heights, near Ferndale, Vichigan; studic

change commencement and completion dates frorn

anted cpnditionally
11-21-46, Class "B"
Letter mailed

ok o 155”ﬂd

—_ s

A w

=l

GIANTED —o=47
-

C L C dakes not rranted




Form 94

CARD #3

File Ro.

m—m
LUTAL |
Flled

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

SPARKS BROADCASTING COMPANY

Dated Application for

10-0-4? s, of C, P, (P2-PH-773 as iodifiod) vhiah
10=14-47 uthorised a new "M broadcast station for ex-~
10=14-47 nsion of completion date from 10-18-47 to
1-15=48,
ld JY § . JIABCC Lo

12-20=47 |Mod, of C, P, B2-PH-773 n mdiﬂod which
12=23-47 |athorized a new FM broadcast station for
12-23-47 | extension of completion date from 1-15-48

BR-p. =773 as modified) which
.uthiorized a new FE broadcast station for
nxt.cnaijn of camplet ion dite from 3-15-48

License €o cover C.P. (BPH=773 as modified)
wiich althorized a new FY broadcast station

GILANTED







CARD § | | | h .
Form A-170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING - -

FormERLY FCC Fonm 04 ORit o .
Lotters ... WOME. .

"hhh.. Yerndale, Michigan or Box 190 Royal Oak, Michigass

S—— g . ey

. e ]

File No. Dated Application for
'721-55" " | Renewval of license

Recd & : Bliot C. Lovett, att GRANTED Pe7=55
-

BPH-2358 1-03-58 |Cone'ruction permit to install a new 1Okw
Sectd 1=24=58 |0 4-BF-3A]1 amplifier; increase ERP from
Filed 1-28-58 |18 kilowatis to 61.8 zilow.tts; increace
HAAT frm 380' to 387! and change St:«tion
Location from Royal Osk, Michigan to
Detroit, Michigan,

Attorney: Eliot C. Lovett

Engineert Gnutney & Jones

— - [ — S — o ——

-——-—.—-—
“'ﬁ_ !
| m———

F.C.C. - WASHINGTON, D. C




Forw BC-121 Lk § KPPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING |
AuG. 1988 Call YOMC .
Lotters .......... et sl pvsidrctin

oo APARKE, HROADCATANG.  COMIMIYT ...
BRI e £ 0 O e S ——

File No. Application for

BRHE=160 Rorewal of license
Reca Bliot ¢, Lovett, Atiorney

riled

Name

odification of c.p. (BPH=2358 which autho=-

PEER=-529C -
Rec'd rized instrll a new 10kw CE 4 BF=3Al amplifier,
increase BRP and chanre station location) to

Filed
make changes in antenna system,

(104.3m¢).
Atty: Eliot C, Lovett

License to cover O.P, (BPH-2388, as modified [GCRAITZD
which auth, installation of new amplifier;
ino, ERP; ine, HAAT; and change station

looation,
Eliot O, Lmtt Att;.
Amonded to inelude pe antenna

(andpews iymnmdﬂfwwimd by

BMPH=5351




Form BC-121
Aug. 19595

Name ... .SPARKS. BROARGASTING.COMPANY.............c.coomvmmmmimmmmmmsnmsisssiarinssierions

7

File No. Dated
BMPH-5351 {1l-21-58
Rec'd 11-25=-58
Mled 11-25-58

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Call
Letters ... W OMCGC

, Action

Application for g Nature | Date

Modification of c¢.p. (EPH-2358 which author-
ised install a new 10kw GE 4 BF-3Al amplifier, _ .

{ncrease ERP and change station location) to ?"‘R""_Jﬁ‘{:‘] i-‘?'"* 5=58
change type antenna (Andrews 1308-2 8secs.); HAnls P%

change ERP from 62kw to 6lkw and change HAAT
from 380' to 387'.

- S S S - . -~

authoriged install a new 10kw GE 4 BF-3Al

amplifier, increase ERP and change station
location) for extension of completion date
5'15‘59 to 7—15“591

Eliot C. Lovett, Atty,

GRANTED | L=1L4=59
7=15=59

rF. ﬂn.‘- . 'm|-.|“- -'l- ‘



Form BC-121 § B APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
AuG. 195§ Call ‘
: \ ; Letters MNMAL..............
ane . .;qieggiliﬂtﬂﬂhddﬂlillhh“" .......... R R S
%| Al
f Action

File No. Dated Appliocation for | _Nature | Date
EPH-3250 | 12-22-60 |Construction permit to inetal. a new

Rec'd 12-28-00 | RCA-BTF-10C Broadcasting Transgmitter, CRANTED 2961

Eliot Lovett, Esq.

o0 cation of © O make chanpes 1in the

ransmitting equipgent.
Eliot lovet t-, EEQI

License to cover C.P. (BPH=3250) which
authorized the installation of a new

transmitter,

- . - _— . . . o — — . O e e — _— e e e —




Form BC-121 49 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Call

AvG. 1955
Letters . WOMG

Name .. SPARKS. BROADGAST ING. oMM . o iiiiisiisisirisisiniinns
Detroit, Miohi

File No. Dated

BSCA=177 | 6«3-09
RecBd 6-4-59
Flled B=4-59

Application for

Request to sstablish a new aub;uur_v Com-
munioations Service, Mutiplex basis, to be
operated on Sub-carrier frequencies of 42 ko

and 67 ko.
BSCA-T4 | Yo=2B-B9 [WodIfToatTon of SCA (BSTA-177) To make ~ ~ [ ;0. 70| 11-17-50

R&F 10-26-69 | changes in transmitting equipment. (condiftonz1)
= BIC-393 | 7-15-60 | Voluntary relinquishment of positive control | GRANTED | 7-20-80

Rec'd 7-19-60 of licensee cornoration by Jacob B, Sparks EFFs | 7=22-60

Filed 7-19-60 through gift of stock by Jacob B, Sparks to

Garnet G, Sparks and Gordon A. Sparks,

__________ I mierE RO | __
BE&-S@B 2360 Construction permit to install a new ,Ib=-C! -
Rec'difiled | 11-2 transmitter(RCA,BTF-20C); install a new GRANTED | 1-30-61

antenna(RCA,BFA=12A) 3§ deer. HAAT from 390¢ |HAAT: 37Q°
to 368' and incy, ERP from 6lkw to 214kw, ERP: 21
Bliot C.Lovett,Atty.

r-=+== - '“-t"-m‘ .'I ‘




Form BC-121

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Aug. 1955

{10

Call |
NOPOUEE ccreleld Bl soesveoveennosa:
Name ..SPAFKS..BEOAUGARLANE. COMMRI . .......ccinnncvinniiiinsisinsnnnssssnsasissssisanss
' L nlChi"ﬂn '
* Action
File No. Dated Application for Nature | Date
-l Ol Qul =61 qod of OF (BFPH= 3200 which auth installati W GRANTED A
33 Jalf=01 trans and antennaj decr ' HAAT amd incr ] g 10-6-61
for extension of comrletion date f'rom J=30a61
0 Hal=)?,
AR 410t v, lovett
BLH-205L | 2-2-62 License to cover C.P, (BPH-3208 as modified) |GRANTED | 5-2-54 ~
R&F 2-5-62 which authorized a change in ERP, HART,
installation of new transmitter and antenna

and to specify type transmitter as RCA BTF

Atty. Lovett %
Bre-LLB7 ~|” 1-27=6L 7| Tnvoluntary acquisition of negative control of crANTED| 2-24-64 |
R&F 1-31-6 |licensee corporation by Garnet G, Sparks and

Gordon A. Sparks thru transfer of stock from
Jacob B, Sparks, Deceased,

JAttF- — Lﬁ?ﬁtt &ilﬂ'.tt

F.C.C - WASBSHINGTOM. D. C.




Form BC-121 il

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Ave. 195§

Call
Lettery ... .N.0.1A.L........

Name ...ﬁ?&ﬁﬁﬂm&mﬁqumnmrﬂ. B e ieitasaivoneor s aasoressasisiosssn

U LT

‘ Action
File No. Dated Application for

o | Nature Date
BRH.180 7-1-64 Renawal of license
Ree'd 2.9.604 GRANTED 91464
Filed 7-9-64 Atty. Lee O, Lovett

--------'----_-----

BPH-4636 | 10-13-64 Construction permit to instill an Auxiliary
R&F 10-15-64 trans(KCA-8TF-1E) on frequency of 104.Jmc GRANTED | 11-24<64,
(Ch 282), using ERP of 10.7kw, and using TPO
to lkw, of main ant-trans location; for
suxiliary purposes only.

- 4 - S . . . -

___________ _ Atty: _bBooth & Lovett

BlH-221]1 L-2C-65 License to cover CP (BPH-.636) which
R4&F L-21-55 authorized an awxiliery trancmitter.

F.C.C. - WASHINGTOM. D, C.




Form BC-121
Aug. 1955 CARD#12

il il T e, .

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Lettere

R0 SRR AR OARGARTRMR SRR oo coviiirernssssessssosssonsssassnsnensanaoneensssssnsorsnsns

DETROIT

Dated

1-13-66
1-19-66

File No.

BPH-5241
R&F

4-6-66
bLe14-66

MICHIGAN

Application for

—_—

CP to install new trans., (RCA BTF-20D) to be
used in conjunction with vertically polarize
ant,; install vertically polarized ant,
(Electronics Research 300-12, 12 sections);

and operate on a vertical TPO of 17,.65kw, a
vertical ERP of 214kw and a vertical HAAT of

229 !..t-

VG o e 1 ST T
B e R ARl BAT WALiD authoiTand

install new trans, to be used in conjunction
with vertically polarized ant,, install verti
cal ant., and operate with vertical TPO, ERP
and HAAT) to install new borizontal trans,
(Gates FM-20G); change type vertical trans,
(Cates FM=20G); change type vertiéal ant,
(Gates 300G-12, 12 sections); incmase
cal TPO to 17.84kw; and increase vertica

F.CC - WASHINGTOM. O, O.
HAAT to 276’, o ek ==

rci-

Lys

-

CONDL rps

of trans

type aceept

E"';Hi'."",




Form BC-121 #13 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Ava. 1988 Call NONMC
4 gt AL S

Name ﬂ%ﬁﬁ&ﬂﬂlﬁﬂu ................................

’ Aotion
Application for Nature | Date

File No. Dated

BLH.3457 8/16/66 lie. to cover CP (BPH.5241 as mod.) which |
R&F 8/19/66 auth. install new trans, to be used in CRANTED (1-24-67
oonjuﬂctiﬁn with vert, ﬂﬂt-' install new vert.

& hor. ant., operate with vert, ERP, TPO &

= e R o e = Lo
6-26-67 Renewval of license - - - - -
6-30-67 Atty, John N. Papajohn G=E=67
71867
BPH-6082 12-4-67 Construction Permit to chg. vert. R e g T
R&F 12-7-67 |216 feet, %Ewﬂ 1-3-68
; * Atty - John N. Papajohn(Booth & Lovett) FORF LTR, 7-=30-69

Engr: Gautney & Jones

F.C.C. - WASHINGTON. D. O




Al

10‘3-3ﬂ0
Form BC: 121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Septembet 1969 : Call
Letters . NOMC. .
NETROM ITA, INC, i
Name X SRARKS.. mmsnn R L Tl P0s tovai (aash sonoin evbasansssiosonoorssesorsasent
e TR
File No. Deted Application for _ e . AL Date
BRE-180 6-26-70 Renewal of License GHANTED | 9-30-70
R&P 7-6<T0 |
§613858 $75. |($360. sutmjtted) Atty: Lee G. Lovett
P.N. | 7-6-70 4
JUL B1 1970
BALN <1700 | g.p7.70 | Voluntary assignment of licenso to GRANTE]) 9-28-72
R&F 6=27=T METROMEDIA, INC. Req. gragt fee 330,130
FEE #D: §100p AR Bfff 11-6-72.
CODE OL9 | 4 b Atty for assignee - Thomas Dougherty 4:30 p.m.

l Pub. notice fjled 7-21-7 AMENDED 9-18-72 - statement re financing; Faid:050,11-8-72,W125669
& re programming survey

Lic. to install an auxiliary exciter(RCA, GRANTED | 11-20-73
(s -33 BTE-15A) to be used with the existing
1=11=73 transmitters.

|20 e’

F.C.C. - WASHMINOTOM. D. C.




#15

104.3 mc
Fom BC- 121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Septembet 1969 Call
WOMC
IIRBEEED . 5t ditoenbiomsvedas:
R L N e et e s B by P idred s cbocsbotnest sssbnassvsasonasnasseres
DETROLT ,MICHIGA 3 i e s
, Action

File No. Dated Application for Nature | Date
BRH-180 6-29-73 RENEWAL OF LICENSE | GRANTED
R' &SEA " Thos.J.Dougherty,Atty. if ¢ g
PN Recd. . |
PRESS a AUB ]9?3 i
BPH-8868 3-5-74 CP to install new ant., (Shively Labs.,Inc. GRANTED [-4-5-74
R&F 3-5-74 6810-10D, 10 sects.(H&V); make chg. ant.
#287101 S50 3-6-74 system (decr. hght.); chg. TPO; ERP:190KW
Code 057 M, -- (H&V) and HAAT: 358'(H&V).(Main Trans.)
= AR« o 1974
ress

Atty: Thomas J. Dougherty

BPH-8869 3-5-74 CP to install new ant. (Shively Labs., Inc. |GRANTED }- 4-5-74
R&F 3-5-74 6810-6D, 6 sects. (H&V); TPO: 20KW: ERP:
#287102 S50 3-6-74 57 .9KW (H&V) and HAAT: 263" (H&V).
Code 057 . 1974 | “Aumtigary Antenna)
Press AR 20 13

F.C.C. - WASHINGOTON. D. Q. *




#16

Fom BC- 121
September 1969

VITROMEDIA,

File No. Dated

104. %as.

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call WOMC
R BUE . Ssssucsssitiossiotcocsnssosson

INC,

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

RARE L upiicinprstneciiipt Akstea
Detroit, Michigar

Action
Application for | Nature Date

PLE-6899 |10-17-74 | Lio.(BPH-8859)~Changes, Main transmitter. |GRANTED | 3-5-76

R&P |10-17-7%
W 356021$50.| 10=1874~C
LTD PTA | 10-24~74

PTA Reinstathpd & e:

"RESE

W 356021-$50 TMOALBJ7:
Ltd PTA 10=24~T1
PTA reinstated & ext.

PRESS | pgc 29 B

BLE- 690C Dl 7
R&F 10h17-?lil

7
=17=75




e L WL APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING i 104, Jwha,
Lotters ... BREE

“ -mm&&%ﬁamu-m-muln:mnunuui-n-u T e
. . i C .

dctien
_ﬂ_’l ture Date

Appliocation for
5 AU
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About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

FM History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest FM stations
in the FM band, then at 42 to 50 MHz. (The band was shifted to its present location, 88 to 108
MHz, in 1946.) History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database
in 1980 to track broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS).
However, the Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system.
Instead, it retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of radio station history.




