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S S BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD
Offiolc) ¢ 013 m“" (Lir, 10=)"a50)

g‘_,._-?f(ffr. Jr“ "rh)

Date fiest lleensed ... 0=17=5) . . i Call letters * +3o°=F%
MADISON, WISBCONSIN

PADNES L PNy dUe (A & ALCL Owic =LL
x HEART O"ﬁmblﬂ H‘H‘AﬂCﬁ.S!'b.H g INC: (AL 9«23=59 )EF¥s 11=1-59)

x L‘JI" *i e iy ) ‘ H'.

Name of licensee .. =y e <o i

¢
mlﬁ.. near intersec., Nine Springs cq(ok & Seyne Rd., Madison, Wise,
X *(PH-6-19-73)
X Grabandt Rd., 0.15 mi, W of inter. of t.rabandt and High Point Rd,., Madison, Wis

lyom Rd. near I.ntoruot.ion ot‘ Nine Sprln;c Crurk & Syene Rd., Madison,
e i e A 4801, «isconsin Wisc.

“(CARETHET )
Syene Rd., nr. intersection with 9 Springs Rd, lhdium, Wis . (Redesc PH 4-19-65)

xS)n-:-'ms- Road, ..adlf:on, nisconsin (I-"r‘. l1l-1C-64)
X ’ ) [1g ‘il‘f. lTI‘. !-...—. -

Transmitter location ..

XL 2AY 1¢Yine H3 }-'er-g :mdi* n, Meconsin(Letr.11/27/57)(re:11/ 7
1114 Hort‘\ Cnrroll St. {son, Wisoonsin J ey
b 4 \... ..], 1 1' . ll- 11 S 8n J.w..ll n"ﬁﬂt {"'Ir "nd'ﬂ " ErnRr '
':1 ,‘ v X .l :4. lin.]‘u-- . “311‘

-HJ

Main studio location
FOL 65 -




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date | Time Period
No. lssued Freq. Power Div h From To
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35S Oard &8 "~ BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

DAt Tt LG i tnvmeticriamnyionasis Call letters ............ Viso-FN. ..

HEART O'WISCONSIN BROADCASTERS, INC. (AL 9<23<59 )EFF:
Name of licensee . XRADIO WISCONSIN, INC,

sy T TR T R N R S I O T e, St

Main stuodio location
FCC-65




CONSTRUC'I‘ION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Dm-
lseued

Appl.

1-11_,-

SNPHed4¢1

Time Period ;
Freq. Power v From- To

i .

il il

Ext. pf Complls diute to| (8«8l

o= - - -

1420-61| 98.1 md. lkws| 108 ft.| To 6e8a61
18, & sthdio locstiona; ERPy ant. ht.

-H-Qil

tl‘iﬁlt A m’:-

R 1 T!Tﬂ Jd

Fa°
: -1[.-51

e SL

nIH_729 :
license s_o.m“ P (APH-MST ag Mod.) | to G-1-853
| 1188 &

adison, Visconsip, txecu

- I A S e e [ N e . e . —
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T“I me s “W 1 L “t
1 1 - \ L_

Renewal| of licgnee to
. contr licensee corp.by

§ Murply ¢ d. acq. neg cont

isconsin “roadcsters Inc,

121 12-1-.64

Involuntary trapsfer of ¢ontrol of

license¢ corporation frop William E,
walker to The First Nati¢nal Bank of
ors of the Lstate of

L i1liam E} ;Lll-cer T T N S S e

¥ -
"‘f‘i::., UNl.
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: l;,.ﬁf
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tol cover (BPH=3733) whi h auth.




Form BO 126
June 1934 canpes

BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

DA SARNR AU ottt tortascosetninions Call lotters N1 85 W-FH

Station location MADISON, WISCOMSIN _

Name of licensee HEART O'WISCONSIN BROADCASTERS, INC,

SRR SRR . o e S e S

ml. St“io lmt lon LR A L RS R A AR Al R R R R ARSI E LA LRI L LR S Lt R LR Rl R LT T o T T e pa—n—" A —————




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time Period
No. 1ssued Freq. Power v, From  To
PH4BAS 4«10«65 |98, 1mes§RP: 20kwfH&Y) Unl/ 621965
HAAT : 350" (H&AV) Ch.0251TP0:4 ,9k 12«19«65

P to install newitrans, [Collins H3I0E«1A) & new

1 polafkized ang, (Colljins 3I7M-9/300+9, 9 hor,
Ak 9 vart.|secs,.); chg. ank, sys, (dncr, hght,);
nd chge.|in TPO, [ERP & T. (Redqsc, studio

- e NS AN as_ant -trank, loc,)(8ond'l) _ _ _

BMPH«8426 | 8-30-65 |98.1mc, [ERP:2 (h&v) Unll., 6-<19-65

HAAT : 350" (h&v) ch.#251 [TPO:4,%w, 12.19-.6%

Nod, of |[CPIBPH-&B4LS) to dhange antenna
tranamifter locgtion. (no change in
site degeription)., conttl 48

BPH.5476 7=-21-66 [98,1mc, |[ERP: 20kw(h&v) 1. 9-21-6¢
HAAT: 350'Ihév) th#251 0: 4,9 3=21-67
cond'l GF to replace expired pernmit(BPH-4B4S

e modifidd) which authorized install new trans.

nstall ndw dual {;lut!:!- ant., e changes in

nt. systdm, and ¢hanges {n TPO, ENR

— e 2 e T - - - ittt B B e—

BLH=-3364 L1-14-66 98. ImcsERP:20kw(R&V) U

HAAT: 350°'(H&V) ' CH.#251 TPO:4,.%w

| ' Lic to rover CPIBPH-5476|as reinstated
which auth install new tflnl, install
new anti, chg ant-sys chg ERP,TPO &HAA

 specify type trans Gates FHS-SG. spec,

1 _ _ _ _ Ltype ant Gates § 9&3060 o SPEERR .
‘ 3=66 |Subsidigry udmmﬂLlCHtlu | autliorizatios
on a ultl lex Qggls of 47 kdlocvgles.

;1ru1r} relinquils r‘rr* Jf positive
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BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

R BT T RUESRIES SR ASRES Call lettors M25M-PM

A S P B G P e e

SEOREIIROOE DORRRBIR . e

LA R TR L B R R LN L Bl TN N e e aa— L T Ty T F T fT T T I T - - -

hl. st“io lm‘ lm “'-..llI'I"l.-l'l-.'I"--I-..I-“--.'.-.‘-'-'--I'I---I_“I-“.“““"“““““.‘“"-.‘-.."““--“H“-‘“.-.--'.-.-“ """"
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date ‘ Time Period
No. lssued Freg. Power Div From To
BRH-611 11 30 70 RENEHA OF LICENSE
BRSCA-357 | _ _". _|_RENEWAR OF SCA|_ _ _ _ J. . 1&iid

LESA 6-12-72 il s T | A
LAY, (et 12 8t gates FY=5H BOCRS $ho i g

L E B B B B B I EE A E REE =S ----I-- - e - e - E - . - N EE T EE EEEEEE R O

HMT' SOOY (H&V) #2411 lass B | (RC)
CP che.|TL, inskall new frans.. ant..

ELLED ‘”‘7&} make chgs, ant,| system (Jecr. hgt.)
chg. . TEY, HAAT,
BRH-613(L)] 11-30-73| RENEW
MACa=121 -
-E‘i 2y rl 10-9-74 |92,.1mhe
s 350 (R&Y) CF rmlogate FM frans. at |same site as

presently authcorized, delete RC
1"5*111 new traps., chg TPO

FSAL] 51879 Lic.(Bi-9161)fchanges _

NS 1 3 1le]l Sa/fy !
BRSCA-757 > SCA

ARH-7 90 IBLA(S)]1] - jU 79 RENEWAL & SCA

|




APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING _

Form 94
Call P A
Lotters .. NWBW I5C~F]
Name . RADIO WISCONSII a..M!“. ..................................................

114 F¥, Carroll .‘1. Agtion
File No. Dated w_ép?_!_!_c‘tiﬁﬂ 10_5# B e l!(ature | Date
BPH-1457 5=3-48 Construction permit for a new M broadoast ATEL Bodd
Rec'd 6-28-48 | station to be operated on (Slass B c.P. {9shed Ded-d
Flled 6-28-48 | Frequency: 98.9 mes, Ch, #255 Bt o £l
Bffective radiated power: 51,6 kw. ailed | 15-5-48

Transmitter: On dwy.#18, 5.2 mi. SW of Stat
vapitol at Madison, Wisconsin
(GE Exciter & REL Ampl., max. 10 kw.)
Studio: Same
Progran analysis filed 6-28-48
Filed by arthur W, Scharfeld, Att'y. #
4=T=49 Mod, of C. P. (BPH=-1457 which authorized
L=8=L9 a new FM broadcast station for extension of
L=B8=L9 completion date from 5=8-49 to 11-8-49,

Filed Arthur W, Scharfeld, Att
: B-2—-49  |[Mod, of C, P, (BPH-1457 as modified) which GRANTED | 3-13-50
Rec'd, | 8-5-49 mithorized a nev ™M bdroadcast station ¢

Flled 8-5-49 hen;-e frequency from 98,9 Ma ., Channel 255

' ‘?3.1 I'ECT- mrm.l m.
iled by Arthur VWV, Scharfeld, Atty.

GRANTED | 4~19-49




Form 94 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

CARL #
Bl
Lotters "' ioC~FN

Rape  ADIC WISCONSIN, INC.

e gl T -

- E m—

Agtion
3 Application for | Nature | Date

Mod. of C, F. (EBPH=l457 a8 moulified) which A
authorigzed a new Fk broadcast station for o
extension ol completion date [rom ll-8-49
to 5"'1-501

Filled by arthur », Scharfela, att'y,

File No. Dated

Birt=-3820 Y U=y Y
necd, Y=y =4L9
Filed Yo F=iY

—— e e —— e — - T

Mpd. of C. F. (EPH=-1457 as modified)which

BrPH-4118 =24 =50

Reecd. T’ l= authorized a new FM broadcast station for GRAN &=12-50
Filed 3-31-50 extension of completion date from 5-3-50
tﬁ 11.‘:-%-
Filed by Arthur W. Scharfeld, Att'y.
EERS -.J-E‘-G_ al O! Ve Lo m‘- - "r" . ’ ) ’
BePn=4730 ized a new FM B/c. station for extension of
; Y=20=50 - 3 . GRASTED | 11-10.50

Flled by Arthur W. Schrrfeld, Att'y




CARD #3

FCC Form ™4

File No. | Dated
ENFH-4415| 11-0-850
Rec'd, 12-8-50
Flled 12=8-50
BAMFH=-4441 lad=5H1
Recld 1901
filed l=-U=01

| authorized a new FM broadcast station for

| to 0=8=01

~ - - " T ‘ SE gl " = .

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters .. WISC-FN

— e - - = . e —

‘Action
Natura_ Date

A llﬂltIOﬂ fﬂ'_?__l_‘___

Mod, of O, P, (HPH-1457 as modified) whiah
authorised a nev JM droadocast station to

change ERP from 52 kw, to 1,08 kv,, antenna
height above average terrain from 470 feet to
104 feat, transmitter location from 5.2 mile
Southwest of Madison on Hwy, 18 to Syene Ro
near intersection of Nine Springs Creek and
Syene Road, Madison, Wisconsin, studio loca-
tion from 5.2 miles Southwest of Madigon on
Hwy. 18 to 114 Forth Carroll St,, Madison,
Wisconein, type of transmitter to GE PTr-2B
Max, 1 kw,, and make changes in antenna
system,

Filed by Arthur W, Scharfeld, Atty,

GRANTED 1«29«61

Mod. of C. P. (BPH-1457 ns.HdE.j whidii

extension of completion date from l-8-51 GRANTED

Flled by Arthur W. Scharfeld. Atty.



o W
Form A-«170
FormerLy FCC FonrMm 9

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Call
Letters

V150~

m‘ W I.I.'I.-l.i-‘.q-bllﬁlil‘lhlltlli‘lm‘il
L]

| g - — -l gl S

ﬁl!i?&

File No.
BLBE-729
In'i-

Flled
Rok: RS I

A0l o 1‘11

C-1561
Heed, §

Filed

BFH-613

RecdiFiled

Dated

J=-22=51

4+-9-81

"1 - - ~
AT W e

17182

3=10-63
3.12-53

_, e
--‘JF'

H.26-58
J=Za58

~Application for

®8 i Arthur ¥, Scharfald, Mty

toense o cover O, P, (WPH-1457 as modified) e
~9-81 ld mthorised a new M droadoast station, | AT

Nature

:ll!n

Renewnl 51 license ; _'““f" o
File' by Arthur V. Scb rfold, Atty. GRANTED _[ 2—’4—5}
voluntary relinquisiment of pos'tive 93.-?11 ----- )
of license~e corporation by M rgan & E}izatetl

e MUTDPAY, A% & family ir _-,, and fh Eu\'ﬁ % on

T nd 4 sontrol by the Murphys (50;‘) ns GRANTED 11—1&-53
W o y nalph M, Immell, as votin, trustjee,

Artour =, -ﬁnﬂrpﬂld atty

Artiaur W, dﬂharfﬂli

Renewnl of license
‘rthur Stambler, attorney

v.€.C.

- WABHINGTON,. D. C.




roan §ecigy W APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Ava 19588 Call ph WL
HEART O'WISCONSIN, BROADCASTERS, INC. Lottory Wbl ai-2%

“M umouumu.Mﬁnunuiuunuuuuuun----uu-.u. S s

Action
File No. | Dated T Application for Nature | Date
BALN-382 8=24~59 Voluntary assignment of license to Heart ORAN TED | f-? 359
Rec'd. 8=20-59 O'Wisconsin broadeasters,inc. FFs | ll=]1=59

8=-20=59
Arthur Scharfeld,Atty.for Assignor
~ = | Bem C.Fisher,tt .for Assignee
8-2l=61 Renewal of License GRANTED | 11-9-61

9-5-61
ﬁ:g = " |Involuntary transfer of control of licensee | GRANTED] 11.14.41 " ~ ~
ation from William E, Walker to The EFF: | 11-16=61

corpor

11.6.61 First National Bank of Madison, Wisconsin,
Executors of the Estate of William E,
Walker, Deceased,

Ben C, Fisher, Atty,

FPCEC wasMInaTON D £



R '

Form BC-12) APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING X

Ave. 1983 i |
: Letters .. JA0N=EN.......... |

Name “.m&glmﬁé%mmmm."m. ........................................

File No. Dated Application for ) e Date
RDH.3703 Jatrah? CP to make changes in transmitting equip. DIS L=ll-62
Rec'd laflab?2 {install new exciter (Yates Model M 5534) Req. of applicant
Filed Jalieh? in presently auth., transrmitter

EPA-IE3~ 1 u10-82" T Construction permit to install a new trans- R = - -
R&F Lh=12=-62 mitter (CGATES FMS 1C) GRANTED 531 =62

Atty. - Fisher, Wayland etc

------“--------‘--_'--------------------

BlH-2211 8-17-62 Lic. to cover ClI (Brh-=3743, which auth
R&F 8-21-62 install new trans (Gates FMS 1C).

Atty: Fisher, waylany, etc.

F.C 0 - WASNINGTOM. D. G.




Form BC-12) #7 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Ava. 1988 Call

Lotters .. N 1.5 M=
mﬂhaabeoggi!“ﬂn.“““"

Dated Application for Nature

- Rt T

5«99«63 Volunury acquistion of polit.in oontrol of oo we b o

10«63 | licensee corporation by William R,Walker(68%) to <
«27=63 | thru transfer of stock(51%) by the First National
S=«3«63 | Bank of Madison, Wisconsin, Executors of the | SRANTED

Estate of William E, Walker, Deceased

STERS, INC,

File No.

BTC <305
Rec'd

;% g

llelY9<07
EFF: 12-2-63

Atty- - h c. mher
Renewal of license
GAANTED | 11l =l16=64

Atty. Ben C.Fisher

- M  E R O - W - - O S - W e e O ew e e e e e e

Bt a=L847 Jea =07 Cuastiuction rermit to increase ,r¢u_“t;_ G‘*"?ED «19-65
: 3 LAAT ¢ . Cond'l HISH(M)
o R e S S RO 290%) 1nCresss | oo amit lication ¢t
U Lo Loo52kws 1lustall new trans (Colllins- LT Pr - hton o
“___ .—---...ﬁ:, C4_ULLL:M :'th'-"ﬂ' h(i--\:l‘ﬂh Bl & 'P-..,..l l"d;, o 8 .

- . ; -
\ .-L.n..nnh'..i-l il C'-ri N~ )




Form BC.121 W0 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Ave. 1985 Call
LOCSROPD oisBARIAAR e ceoenesenes

BABO  ooorottBlT S R AR « TR LR AR A S o oM S A e covssnacsanssonsssnssenasssnssoranes
-J\HIE'\.‘.! ‘I ("'h i "'ld

Action
File No. Dated Application for | Nature

Bl t={ 3, L2 ANUBD A Call p7
L] - b - 1 » |
f . lc"" . 2 - ‘'L w - . - e .
iastalil N0 : L& k PR ‘u.- 2 14 s SEEICARD #7
¥ s0Cta0iis ) a&d LisLrll aew vert.cal Jusarigeda
unt (Ccﬁ*ifl‘ .'-rl e A t..’ :L-ti liLJi ‘L.:..-t; “
Vou. u.l.l- - h-‘ a s« WAinoe

Mcdification of CF (BrH-48L5 which authorize inﬂtl.l”
new trans and ant, and changes ant system, TH CRANTED
ERP, and HAAT) to change antenna transmitter
location (no change in site description).

Atty: Fieher wayland, Duvall & Scuthms

BMPH-8650 |12-18-65 Modification of CP(BPH-4845 as modified, whic
suthorized install new trans,., install new

dual phﬂud ant,, change ant, system, and
changes in TPO, ERP and HAAT) for extension
of completion date from 12<19-65 to 6-19-.66.

Ben C, Fisher, A



Form BC-12) APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
TR LI R tevtors MLSMIN. ...

O LS OO N R O D R et ot ceucacenirasesssassssssssasesnmssnasssonn
e R

[ s

File No. Application for Nature

e T 0 e e e i il -

RPH-5476 CP to replace expired parmit (RPH«4HA4AS as s
R&F modified) which authorized install new trans, GlAﬂED* 7=21-66
cond |l submit 3027,
install new ant,, make changes in ant, system Sor W IEN
and changes i{n TPO, ERF and HAAT. or (AM)

Fisher, Waviand, Duvall and Southmavd,

LM e

L™

by remote control from Syene Rd, near
intersection cf 9 Springs Rd, & Syene Rds»
Madison, Wisconsin,

Att Ben C, Fisher

which auth, install new trans., install new | GRANTED
| ant, chng. ant.system, chng. ERP, TPO & HAAT

4 ify t trans. GATES FMS.5G
|‘:§3§ alt. ATES FMA-9B/300G. S Nty
(

ttys: Fisher, Wayland, Duvall & Southmayd

Bem Fisher) .G G - WASNINGTON. O. O




#10
Foam BC-12

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Auve. 1988 Call
Letters N IS MM ..

Name . NEARY. O'WISCONSIN RROARCASTRRE.. IMCa . ociiiiiiimiiiiciiiinianians
MAD ISON, WISCONSIN

dgtion
File No. Dated Application for INONTNEN e Date
BSCA-757 11«23«66 |Request for Subsidiary Communications Anthori} CRANTED| 12-13-6€

R&F 11«28«66 [zation on a subcarrier frédquency of 67 kilo-
cycles.

Attys-Figher ,Vayland ,Duvalland Southmayd

NEatary reAlng ahnent 5¢ poeltive conTrol

BICINY [ T RIT GQUNTED | 8-24-67
R &F 7-25-67 |of 1ic, corp. by William R, Walker thru |
of add'l stock by the lic, corp. to all stock EFF{ 8-25-67
| holders
‘t' « Ben C. Pisher
BRY-613 8-29-67 Renewal of license and SCA, GRANTED [11-24-67

R. & F, 8-31-07 atty-Fisher, Wayland, Duwvall and Soathmayd
BRSCA-757| 8-29-67
R &1, 8-31-67

l F.C 0 « WASHNINGTON. O, O.




Form BC-12!
Ave. 1988

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call i
Letters ..lL.A. 2.0 EN....... |
nmm'r ™, INC,

g Agtion
File No. Dated Application for Nature | Date
AuTebl Voluntary assignment of license and SCA andTH Gt =
MIDWEST FM, INC, j
Bel2-40 |
Sorm NE&) T [FDe$30-4L35P5L Atty « BSen C, Fisher
____;Eg.h_“gf' ______________________
BRH-613 8-31-70 | RENEWAL OF LI1CENSE e T E
BRSCA-757 8-4-70 AVENDED 9.22.70 re: programming
:nﬁn:dd- 9‘3'70 AMENDED 11-9-70 re: programming GRANTED | 11-30-70
el . AMENDED 11-20-T70 re: Engineering; programmi data
970

-———.----—-—-—-——---
__‘—_-_-.




Fom BC- 1N

File No.

BPH-8430

R &F
£187378 S50
Code 061
Press

"4

98. Imhe

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call :
Letters .. WISM-FM

m....;.m......... B St DO Mosmisracisvorass
y Wisconsin

dction
Application for Nature Date

CP to chg. TL to: Gubnndl Rd., 0. 15 miles

West of Dnterseécpion of Gpabandt and High
Point Road, Madison, Wisconsin; install new .
trans. (Cates with Moseley FM-7.5H SCG-3T); c‘“ r7'29'7"
install new ant. (Collinr 37-CP6, 6 sects. roqu of atty,

(H&V); make chg. ant. system (decrease
height); chg. TPO and HAAT: 500' (H&V).

GRANTED L ENE

(43° O1' 45" 89° 31' 18")

Atty: John D. Pellegrin
Renewval of License

GRANTED «30=-7
Renewal of SCA e
Atty: Richard R. Zaragoza
AMENDED 9-5-T3 re: programming

AMENDED 11-6-73 re: pProgramming



Septembet 1969 #13 | I ' . | Cail 98, Imhz
Loetters . MISM=EM..iiiini

M -u‘\‘mknrnu h!‘lk“g'.l SEBRARRARRRNERAA T RRAR NN RN RN R R RN ARt Ra PR R RERed i st R s s deddndananay
Madison, Wisconsin

Action
File No. Application for s R HnturgLI Date
BPH-9161 CP to relocate the FM transmitter at the same (RANK D 10-0-
R&F site as presently authorized; delete remote
#342462 550 control; install new trans. (Cates FM-10H);
Code 057 and change transmission line.
Press
BLHE-6521 tty: John D. Pellegrin(Figher, Wayland etc.)
R&F BPH-9161 )-Changes.
W 370460-$50. tty: Fisher, Wayland(J. D. Pellegrin) GRANTED | 2-18-75
PTA
PRESS

BRH-613 ~ Renewal of license sranteg -] -
BRSCA-757 Atty- Richard R. Zaragoza (Fisher, Wayland ¢tal)

R& F

PN

PRESS

F.C.C - WABSNINGTON. D. C.




#14

98.1
Fowm RO 121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
May 1978 . Call
Letters . WiSM-FM
m yll“m .m !m.‘ 1] AR ERA BRI ERNARERTR R IR Rd I IRARER AR R RRR PR ARER R EE A
NADI SON, WLSCONSIN B
| Action
File No. Dated Application for Nature Date
BRH 790718 |UA RENEWAL OF LICENSE GRANTED 11-30-79
BRSCA “ RENEWAL OF SCA
PrESS AUG S |1 979 R.R.Zaragoza,Atty.




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

FM History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest FM stations
in the FM band, then at 42 to 50 MHz. (The band was shifted to its present location, 88 to 108
MHz, in 1946.) History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database
in 1980 to track broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS).
However, the Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system.
Instead, it retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of radio station history.




