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il g x PM BROADCAST

‘Junes 1954 |
BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD
Official Wo. B34 wF YR (EFF: 3-27-73)

" Date tirst licensed March 20, 1958 Call lettes ‘WM

- , . L
Station location h’r‘"” g Illinnie

RKO GENERAL. INC. (ALH 1.19-73 EFF: 3 6-73

Name of licensee X_FRAHE S. KOVAS, JR.

Se Tt oW el A Ty

1ransmitter location X 188 W. -

Prudential Plaza, 130 East Randolph Street, Chicago, 111. (Ltr. 2-9-77)

clo/ d X 18 W. Randolph St., Chicago, Ill. .
éilln studio lm‘.liun\‘-‘ﬂme B8 NP, LS e ' ¥ pe ’ |
-




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

e g e i— e . ¥ i v i vy R — el ——

s Appl : Date mr ['ime Perim!
I\I\. 'n!:lnl I-:.I_“I _l'::n '.'_ AT F rom o
BPH«?221 | 10=23%57] 107, 5me| 50kv U 17271 (=29
HAAT 50D! Ch "
1' » s bl DMALT ¢
sk, 418 & r:
-1211 | 3-20-58 | 101.5 o S0 J=20- 12-1-58
de., _Licehse to nr_ﬂl'( 2.‘.’1)
WIRE ©-26=58 [ Cozm, grant ed peruission ko operate
with feduced gower of 4P kw, for pericd
.nd" g TR A IO S AT & )-a-qs.
Jiz g 'd""':. - ‘--.u-- . ol : b i
UF AC LiA KA '3 YRRl EIDIC
| 11-]15=58

*— ]

RRH-R5L 111-19-2]| Renewal of licknse to | 12-]1-4

HHSCA=94 11-16-58] Subsidiary ::c. s Authorization
| qultislex Hasils Lo -

11-29-61 Art:lon on rg ded,

: Renewal of License | 525

-;-—l-_--
BESCASH5 5-29-52""Subsid . tmthoriuuon
S5 S m -

BMSCA-12B 7-5-62 Mod. of Subsidihry Cc 1clt1onl

AR S .Mthazuuinn of ﬁ?_lm_.._xz.-.l.-.&
BPH-4456 6-10-64 103.5mck ERP:SOkw Unl. 8-10-064
HAAT : 500" Ch.#278 TPO:7 Dikw | 2=10-65

CP to install new ant, (Collins 37M, 7 secs.) &
decr, TFO

--——-—-#—--—-——4—-——-1-‘—--—#*———— ————————

BlH-B;:h 15;11 gi RENEWAL OF LICENSE | 12-14<]12-1.67
- - ‘L - - .- - -
BLH- 2538 30205 TYUY . Smee U o o ‘*?:2 123
HAAT : 500 TPO:7.3
Lic. tol cover CP(BPI-4456) which auth.
install hew ant¢nna & dedrease TPO

BSH-854  10-7-66 Mod. of lic. to make chgs insupporting
(1) structure and overall t above gr.

- —_— 4 - -_— — - - — == = — -_— — =
— = — =

= x —_—



Form BC 126 FM BROADCAST
Juno 1954
02 BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

L U L S R S, Call lotters __ " " " "

B b e ——_—

T e R

N

Name of licensee .......................

TRt tar 106ation . .dni o e R

Main stoaio location .. . .o

L L L B - F - S k3 _ Lt F TR T T YT T ek




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date | | | L Time l Period
L No. lssued Freq. PMover £ .'T- From  To
APH-SO47 91167 [103.5me JERPISOKI(NEY) U Il-'l-:"'
HAAT SO0 (hav) eh#278 (TP): 16, Txw «| 1«57

CP to ingtall ney trana(Pates-FMS2011) ¢ install

dual polgrized ant(CatessFMiet, 6 wacts); iy,
- - = (12" andigperare uith_a_yart. Bl - - > ---
&RH-R%_ 112467 Kenewal bf Licarsn 12«1 _12-1-70
BrScg-g6_ [11-26:67 Renewal br_scA_| " " [12.1 "12-1-79
JLH<1796 11=3067 10%,5mec FAP:50kd(hé&v) U 1«30 12.19%
HAATIS00Y hi278 ™16, kv
“ic, to_cpver Cr(PH-5947)
TN A T é-ﬁ*lﬂ 9 gﬂt ) :15:% MP0=H=2

BPH-T082(L) L«l1L<70(103.5mc| ERP:
HAAT: S00
(HaV)

aw-mw(:.a-n-?o LIC. {

BRE-0S 11-30- Renews
BRSCA-96 11-30-70| Renewal of SC/

BRGI-1061(]2.12:27:71 Operotl by rempte contrpl
.EiiSA----.P:.f_Z: ¥ S

Iges 12-1-70

BALH-1736 | 1-19-73 |VOL AL  EFF: |3-6-73
BASCA-40_ L e A r ____________________________
BTC-7097 | 3-27-73 |VOL TC| EFF: NQT CONSUMAT'D LTR 8-8-
---------- ¥~-—~----4---- --4---—---1-------—- ---------.-?3
IPH-BS532 ' H-29-73 103.5mbz. ERP: lH.SItHIH':.,.’l B829-74
HAAT: 460" [ H&N #278 Class B | (RC) |
| CP install new laux. ant.| at Main
A _ D e)2a ilrans. y loc., gdhg. TPO, ERP, HAAT.
..|.For_Auxiliary Hurposes Ohly.

BRE-854(L)| 11-28-73 RENEWAL{Cond'1l) | re:

civil antitrust action)
BRSCA -96 11-20-7T3 RENEWAL UF SCA

12-1-T6

HAAT , Dl n&v) Rc



Form BO 126 #

June 1954
BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD
A R A LE T T e SRR R D Call lotters . YT IR
] e
T S D S S T bt onnal aaonskina< dadifc i sasioragbeiavutipsnssans osne
vy R S b T RS ST e LT e L S R -

R SO0 B Bl Bl o T e i 5 iy 04 Ses 5 ettt s e e e ettt e PRl ek




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

T A AR, A O e Tl T [ T ———

AW‘ Date ‘ | ime r Perwd!

L lsued | Preq. | lowe piv. | From Ta
BPR-870h |2-21-Th P to install nev Alt. M, 2-21-75

Trans. RC IO-I'NV | '1 ko'

BLH-6190 5-13-71; Lio.(BFH-B8768
BI.H-6229 Lic.(BPH<8794)4Alt. tranan.

Lic. to+uae forger main firans, 12=1<76
for aux{ purp. ¢n}y. ERPy 50,kw(H&V)

12.5ky HE&V {R(C)
LY 3k RC , Chg
Jnt {Aux}

Rene al of license | 12-1-79

BRH-854{LD) 1-25-7

. Main & Aux Trans. ﬁ Ante.
| ‘A not tfneued per atty
Ltr, 2=9.77 SL Lhﬂn_Ed-
BMPH-15224 9-13-77 [MP(BPH-1022]1)ex¢ time to | 2-27-78
(1) | ‘
AMPH-15416 | 4-5-78 | MP(BPH-10221, as mod) | 6-1-78
EREAGE ). 7 o T S _v:_tt_l_l_ﬁf_' 'Ol SR PR TR S 5 ot (¥
=777 = . SMHg iiz}: lf.-."%k'.v; Hr.-'f ] 2=]l=79
AT: 86! AUX. TRANS. & ANT.

— — — — —_ — — —_— —_ — — — -— — —_— - _— —— — - | — — — — r— — —

TRANS HARRIS -]10K now [installed
;-H;Hn?ufIﬁ“'Tﬁfiﬁ??ﬁ“ThJThmnz ERP: JkW (H&V) RC 10-30-79
HAAT: 1550 H&V CP to install ngw trans.

(L) install new ant| Chg. TPQ [ M

nt| 155

BSCA7O90L11AF 5/8/79 ISCA . =
| W 77T
BMPHJO0B13AW 9/28/70 MP (BPHABO711AH)| for ext |

N ————— W B R Rl e B O B

_ : 4. JkW (H&V)
HAAL : | ' ICs v MU BPH/80711AH, as mod.D 1 mke chgs
J 1 LY P f ante Incre ERP




BROADCASTING STATION HISTORY RECORD o sty
CARD #4,

s B WL R Coll Letters ., W53R .. ...,

Stetion Locotion , Chicagq, 11linols

“-.' A EELEEEREEE AT R RS A A A A BN D D B m e e m e e B OB B RN BN N BN RN BN BN NN BN AN AN B B BN B B BN BN B B B B N B B

TM“‘ML'““‘“ "ETEH A EEEEEEE R R R D MmN O N OB N N N O N B N N R N N N NN N N NN R NN NN N N N N NI N N I N I I § & 8

Main studio location

......................... A N N N N T TN N N T I T T T T Y Y T T s

Form BC-128
December 1978




Authoriration Record

Eile Ne. m Focilitias Expires

CONTEL 7-23-80 | SPECIAL TEMP. AUTH, (R. OPERATE
HARRIS MMC-1 PER OF HMPH791218/
PARAMETERS DUE TO DAMAGE TO LIC.
ANT. EFF. RADIATED FDWER 4. 3kW
NOTIFY WHEN NORMAL. AUTH EXPIRES
3-22-801




Form BC-121
FORMERLY FORM A<170

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call ;
Letters .. on.  WAFM
B R R R s aar s vwervaresssesver
8117 N. KOLMAR *, SECKI", TLITRCTS ; :
| Agtion
File No. | Dated : Application for Nature | Date
Bl 1e222] =] N=57 C.P, for 8 now M B/C ptationt
Rerd riled | 6= 557 Freguencyt: 107.° mes. h, 278
By iy, Unlicitod Opr, GRANTED | 10=23=57
HAAT: 500 f't,
=L & S-Lt 188 4. Randelph, Cilecago, Illinois
(RCA BTF-1B 3 kw)
Anended 9-26=57 to increase EEP to 50kw and
- Filed by Harold E. Mott, atty
Fied tranem{tter to! RCA BTF-3B exciter & REL 520-0L P.A. ]f_ Ros o
Torasak | 5=10=-57 |Recuest for Subsidiary Cm.uni%t.fﬂns
: | tiplex
Reecd & filed 6 -"=-57 Authorization, Strmitex Hasls, GRANTED r 1=3-58
nd.d e m - L] dl .
" 57 Additional Engr. info. recd. 6=20-57

Recd & filed| ©-27.57 |Amended to change opesation from SIMFLEX IO

Amendment
Recd&Filed

MULTIPLEX BASIS.
Harold E. Mott, atty

11-15-57 |Sub=-channel 41 kc and 67 ke, Multiplex
11=20-57

Service Corporation Model MBC-20 equipment

F.C.C. - WASHINGTON, D. C.




Fonn pe.13y oard 2 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
i, Lottore : WEKPM
Name _FRANK S, KOVAS, R, =
N 4 Ap o a Het .
Action
File No. | Dated Application for Nature | Date
BlH-1211 12-3-57 uemu to cover CP (BPHQ221) for new FM ORANTED | 3-20~58
Recd 12957 broadcast station
BRHE-854 8-23- Renewal of License, ORANTED | 11-19-58
Rec'd
m--- H—”-- - - - - R O R N - . S - . S - . - --'--# -------
Renewal of Subsidiary Communications Granted | 11-19-58
Rm 'd 9-2-58 Authorization,
Flled 9-2-58
10-26-61 Renewal of license

10-27-61
10=27=61

BROCA-96 10=26=61 tenewal of Subsidiary Communications
Rec'd 10-27-61 Authorization

riled 10-27 =061
BMSCA-128 ~ | ~1-2h-82 ulpmen
R&F 1-25=62 delete Llke frequengy. (-p-au'.,r 67kc only ammn

F.C. C - WARHINGTDON, D <.




Form BC<121 #3 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Avg. 1958 Call
Letters . . JAKM. ... X

FRANK S. KOVAS, JR.

m. AARARARABGNRAREAEEARAANAR N Ed A ITRASAEVEA AN AU R RERTER AR AR RN eRiE e REae s FRdRERRTsRERREREEER R S

"

dction
File No. Dated | Application for ST . { Date
Bl H-L 456 S-21=64 CF to install new ant (Collins-:7M, 7 sect, GRANTED | 6«10«64
~R&F_ _ | 5-25-64 land dear TPO %0 2.32% - = o o oo oo . I R
%R" V<664 Renewal of License & SCA GRANTED | 12-14-64
< 9-24-54
Flled 9-24-54

b=, 088 1l-4=L4 License to cover Ci (bFh-4456) which authori
hacF 1l=-t-064 install new ent and decreasge irvV,

6, 6 sects)f chg. TPO to 16,69%w; and operate
with a vert, ERP of S50kw;

Atty - Wade H, Hargrove(Fletcher, Heald etc,
Engr) eecces




Form BC-1R)
Aug. 1988

File No.

BHH=854
BASCA-96
R&F

gep 19 B/

BLH.I7X
R&F

PTA.11/6/67{

BPH- 7082
R&T

#592042530.
PRFSS:

E o R e

|

L o

wh

10/24/87
10/26/67

4-6-70
4-8-70 L

R 151970

qﬁ&; 97}

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Application for

Renewal of License
Renewal of SCA

R0 ERANE B o BORAR o R bcsccsoossiscosssosesssssstssrssssassasanersonssstssssqasssesevsssseresssres

Call

Letters .JNALEMNM

Atty: Wade H. Hargrove (Fletcher, Heuld eto.

ic. to cover CP (BPH.S947) which auth.

install new trans. & dual ant.; chng. TPO

L

" R EEEy

™alal i

: natall Asv AftEmna
.(GATES-FMC~6,. 6 horiz. & 6 vert, sects)
make chgs. in antenna system(&ncr. hght

 ‘operate with vert. HAAT: 5C0 ft.

L-—--l--—-—- S
. b

| = .
NM=7002) Jor changes.

F.C.GC - WASHINGTON. O. O.

A

: E

GRANTED

Agticn
__H_nuro Date
»

' | 11-24-67




#5
Fom BC: 121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Septembet 1969 Call

Letters " K F M
RKO GENERAL, INC.
Nan® FRANK S, KOVAS IR ..o
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS et W EoE P,
( Agtien
File No. Dated Application for f Nature | Date
BRH-B 8-17=70 LENEWAL DF LICENSE
B!SGAE;G " enewal of SCA GRANTED 11«30.70
R & F 9-.2-70 I;'
PN Recd. o '

Annual filigg fee $432.00 paid 12-14-70 53.
BRCH-1061 11-22-71 | Mod. of lic, to operate trans, by remote CRANTE el
R&F 12-1-71 | control from 188 West Randolph Street, 0| 12-27-7]

#515283 S50 12-1-71 | Chicago, 11linois,
Code 068

— . — -—--—-—-—------------_--

Voluntary assignment of license and SCA to
msm__,ze RKO GENEFAL, INC,

Atty for assignee = Plerson, Ball & Dowd
Statement re comm, survey filed l1-22-73

F.OC - WASHMINOTON. O. C.

F"" PD:%



Form B 121 i APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

September 1969

RKO GENETAL, INC.

File No. Application for Neture [ Date

- ———— R s

-22=73 | Voluntary transfer of contrcl of lic corp B o
R&F 3-23-13 froe The General Tire & Rubber Company to Sy 92713

ydnent to| The Ceneral Tire cmw grw : NQT CCHSUMYATED
LFH 3-8-73

Atty = Pierson, Ball & Dowd

BPH-8532 7-17-73 CP to install a new Aux. Ant. (Gates FMC-2,
R&F 7-23-73 2 sects.); at Main Trans. Loc., operate GRANTED | 8-29-.73

#217063 $50 -24- y RC from SL: 188 West Randolph Street,
e : Chicago, Illinois; chg. TPO: 20KW; ERP: 18.5 CANCELLED 7-12-74
C 28 1973 | (H&V) and HAAT: 460.3'(H&V), for Auxiliary

urposes only.

Renewal of License GRANTED | 11-28-73
AMENDED 11-14-73 re: anti-trust action;

business interests

enewal of SCA




rFANSI
coE o
Q41T
3 INITIlQE




I APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING ok
Letters . W.E.X.A.

Chicago, 1llinois

T T
File No. Application for Nature | Date
BPH-8768 -

CP to "hai TL to!: Sears TOHII‘, Cthlgﬂ. o . 1‘2-2‘1'7i X
R&F . Illinois; install new trans. (Gates FM-5/5H1); |

install new ant. (Gates FMC-2A, 2 sects. (HYV); /
llka chg. ant, system (increase height); chq. /

6
Code 057
Press

6 ERP: 3JKW(H&V) and HAAT: 1536'(H&V).
(6! 52' 44" . g70 38' 10"™)

Atty: Pierson, Ball & Dowd
BPH-8794 1-24-74

CP to install a new Alternate Main
R&F 1-29-74 Transmitter (Gates FM-10H3).
$£274271 S50 1-30-74

dee 057

L &

~ Atty: Pierson, Ball & Dowd
10 1974 % ’
3763 contiinued from Above

IHDED 1-29-74
Press

2 Engr. Data: Chg. trans. (Gates FM-10H3):
FER “Lk-'ﬂTﬂ chg. ant. (Gates FMC-1, 1 sects.(H&V) and




Pom BO-1J1
September 9%

Dated

File No.

“ﬂa Eaasins

BIH-GI90 | 3-29-74 |Lic.(BPH-8768)-Changes

R&F 4=1=74 .
Q838¢ 4=1=T74-057| -Engr: Smith and Powstenko(Neil M., Smith)D.C, /
” T, E" Amended 5-29-74 - engr. data |

Call
Letters . . NF IR

—— e -8
Action

Application for Nature | Date

S | —

Granted | 5=l 374

8794 )=Alternate transmitter.

Lic. to use former main tranamitter (GATES,
m—sz) at 188 W. mw Stl, Ghiﬁ-, Ill.
for Auxiliary purposes only. ERP: 50kw.

GRANTED | 6-5-74




Form BC-12) APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
May 1978 Call
12-58 rottors XL IR ..
m. (1 IRKU EEE“EAL lnc‘ WEANERNRAEITRRTEARERAaEN LT
CHYCAGO, TELTROTE"
Action
File No. Application for | _Nature | Date
BRH-854 RENEWAL OF LICENSE (MAIN & AUX.TRANS.& ANTENNRA)
R & t-‘s ¢ | GRA MEH J=25=77
PN Recd MNDED J=10=70 rod ]iflgﬁtian
o . nmm
PRESS ED 10-8-76 re: Board of directors
AMENDED 10=12=76 re: 11}1 ﬂti
AMENDED 12«6=76 re: } g ._n erests
e b R BT ST T (R
BPH-1022) CP relocate TLs SL & RC to! Pru- i B
ReF dential Bldg.+ 130° east Randolph
899998%50 St {23rd Floorl}s €hicagos Il15
CODE 001 install new Aux. Antenna {GATES
PRESS FMC=-2+ 2 sects H&V}S chg TPO, ERP:
PNRRec'd 12.bkw H&V} & HAAT {8L3' HEV}; mke

€hg Ant sys {incr hghtl}.
For Auxiliary Purpasus Only
4y1° 537 ps” - a?° 370 23"

Atty---




70

Fom BC- 1NN

1”3:5ﬂhl
ey 1906 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters .NELR. ...

Ll

dhw

SE—— 2 e
Actiop
File No. Nated Application for | Nature | Date A
BTC-8150 9/20/'?6 | Voluntary transfer of control of 1ic sorp |
R&F from The General Tire & Rubber Company to
See KHJ(AM) or fu pd | the individual stockholders
Code 047 (FORM 316) |
' v YD Atty-Plerson,Ball & Dowd(Harold Cohen) |
I
-1—-————-—-—
BMPH-15224 | B8-<15-77 MP(BPH-10221) ext time to 1-7-78 GRANTED | 9-13-77
R&F 8-18-77 For Changes (Auxiliary Trans. & Amt.) T0 2-27-78
PRESS R
AUG 2 9 187 I e | Jr _____
;HPH-ISGIB 2-3-78 MP (BPH-10221, as mod) ex o t.lme
R&F 2-7-78 to: 4-24-78 (FOR mnss)tm'-ﬂri Trans. |[GRANTED ‘*-5-;3
PRESS: & Ant.) TO 6-1-78
FEB 2 1 1978 AtLY: ====

. F.C.C - WASHINOTOM. D. C. l




m 103, MI'Z
Fom BC 121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
May 10 Call ' 3
wWFYR
Lettere ...................
RKO GENERAL ,INC
R“. w L Skl nnmuEnE I'."l"ll'l l:‘ll‘llililillillItll--ll.ltllillll--ll--
Chic I11{noia Bl S
’ Agtion
File No. Dated ___Application for Nature !' Date
BLH-7775 4=-18-78 Lic, (BPH-10221, as mod.) for changes. GRANTED Tuld="78
R&F 5=3-78 (AUXILIARY TRANS. & ANT.) .
PTA: -
PRESS: 25 w Atty: -
BPH-78071 7-7-78 CP to install new Trans. (HARRIS FM-10K); |GRANTED | 10-30-78
R& F 7-11-78 | install new Ant. (HARRIS FMP-1E3, 1 sect
PRESS: G 1970 H&V); chg. TPO
ALLY: ~===
Engr:=eea

F.CC - WASHINGTON. D. C.




#2 103, 5MNg
Fowm DO 121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

May 19%% Call
Letters ... &N S

Rame RKO GENERAL, INC,

L A I I I T R I e L L I L L T E T L R e R I P RN R R NN N S N AN R L ddddandannanevaw

L \r e wils -
action
File No. Dated Application for | Nature Date
BSCA790411AF Request for Subsidiary Communicat ions GRANTED | 5/8/79 ;
PRESS (0) Authorization on a Subcarrier Frequency

\PR 2 7 197a| of 67 Kilohertz,

Atty, Neil M. Smith (Smith & Powstenko)

BMPH79081 3AW P (BPH-780711AH) for Extension of Time to: GRANTED | 9/28/79
PRESS OXEp 11 1apq L= 0-80 (FOR CHANGES)

TESS— . B T - | e — - . . - - S S e e

BRH %0801 A{ 3 RENEWAL OF LICENSE (MAIN & AUX.TRANS.& ANTENNAS
BRSCA RENEWAL OF SCA

PRESS w'[ 1 m PETITION TO DENY filed 11=1-79 Uy Arnold £
n behalf Latino Committee on the Media.

* HSEnberg, L

(OVER)




| (BRH790801A3) OPPOSITION TO PETITION T DENY filed
12=3=79 bty William S, Green, Counsel on behalf of

- RKO thir&l, Inc,

AMENDED $-22-80 ret litigation

AMENDED %«23-80 ret: litigation
~ AMENDED 5-27-80 re: litigation

AMENDED 6-16-80 ret litigation

AMENDED 9-12-80 re: litigation




Fom BC-12 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Call
Letters .F.F_Y_F.
B IR ST TR ¥ iove pcssbotussxbunsonsossoisissandossodssose
Chicago, Illinois 2 e MR
/ gtion
File No. Dated Application for | Nature | Date

BMPH-791
PRESS: (0) AN - jomn

(BPH=780711AH, as mod.) to make chgs. in thqGRANTED | 5-22-80
ntenna system; incr. ERP to 4.3kw (H&V): inc |

to 10.5 kw; chg. type of antenna to
TES FPMH-1AE. }

LLy: === _‘4________7L ...........

.Cﬂnd' f

License to :r::;v‘ar‘ (BPIf-'?‘thlM, a.a fnad.) tor
changes.
3P 12 1980 | Avuy: Neil M. Smith

BLH-80010
PTA

. - WASHINGTOM. .
4] :1’. F.cC «-'W [ W ’




#lé APPLICATION RECORD-BROADCASTING
103, 5MHez . Call Letters WF Y R

Nome. RKO QEHBML. INC.

Starion Location: CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

“ Description Action ond Dorte

CP to incre. Aux, ERP to: 17.0kw (H&V) & chg.
RS {988 TPO (FOR AUXILIARY PURPOSES ONLY).

File No.

BPHB10313AA
PRESS (0)

Atty. Neil M. Smith (Smith & Powstenko)

Form BC<12)
March 1979




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

FM History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest FM stations
in the FM band, then at 42 to 50 MHz. (The band was shifted to its present location, 88 to 108
MHz, in 1946.) History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database
in 1980 to track broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS).
However, the Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system.
Instead, it retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of radio station history.




