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At BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD A

(1tr. 943/
WGCAY-FM (11-29-71) XWILY-FY/
D :r 91 od  G=l''=89 Call letters ”‘3‘7"-"" |
ate first licensed ... .07 fvi . S vaahinrton. T.5 tH-Té39)
GREATER MEDIA, INC. (MLH-BPH-6-27-72) Station locatlof Silver Sprins; Maryland
Xireater New York Media, Ino (AL 6-30-71'71 A-

JU-II
x whAY, Ino, (APH G=19=59 Liff yJ
X CONNIE B, GAY(BAPH 1.-9-59 EFF$ b=159)

Name of licensee x ‘mJ-SWUnBMI BROADCASTING CORPF,

5202 River Road, Bethesda, Maryland(BPH 7-11-74)
xxWorld Bldp., 8121 Ceorgia Ave,, Silver Spring, Md.(FH 9-27-65) (116-27-66)

Transmitter location X 11306 Kemp Mill Road, Silver Spring, Maryland .

Wworld Blds., 8121 Georgia Ave,, Silver Spring§ Md.(PH 9-??-65){1_&6 «27-66)

Main stodio location _Xsame ar xmtr e i

-




CONS‘I‘RI‘(‘T[O\‘ PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

e 5 ST -y o o AT~ N NG S P —— S
Appl. lhlt lime ’ I'eriod
No. Issud Freg Pow et v From - To

9.5 20kw U | 3=17 9=17=-58

1-17-58

mmm
(BPH-231 ns nod, [to change '
.Mm tt e TPC 3-4 kv,

¥
¥
l. i i _—_ | f
-_i-_ £

1mmnﬂ of constiuction re-m:lt

.‘HF‘-' ' L}'-‘_i- J
1A=]=60

rii‘:r-

i @ A B 2A—_— - A— -

VY ;T:?*'T'Z:_"—fﬁi.n “1ic. to ghange sfﬁFiun ocation
Vashin tnn, 'L‘
'‘AAT:273Y T 0 ...SE"‘.H’“:E -kW | Y= 30 1U=1=50

¥
= — -— L - - . '

12-5-650 Voluntary transfler of congrol o licenau
3, Gay,et al (All

3521
r=. |l=lebl___¢orporation from Connie
wock! ﬁtﬂl;rgat_? 3_ 3mir B.Cay Froadgasti Lorporation.

H=919 | L=2L-CL ‘enewal of License =2l 10=1=656

APH=4999 9-27-65 '99.5mc. ERP:20kw, (h&v) U 11=27-65

HAAT :370' (h&v) ¢h,#258 TPO:6.6 kw. §«27-66
Cnnntructinn permit to chg ant-tr and studio

ont'l 1rc. ambx eeerutex Eramsy by DEmetes : install
new trans(RCA=-BTF=20E); install horiz, ant
(RCA=BFA-6B,6Secs) and vert ant(ERI-300-6, Glu:l)

incr. H.MT' aNng oD 3 )
-, ~P(BPH=-4999) to ncﬂ.lll

cerease horiz and vertical




Form BC 126 |
June 1954 e
CARD ¢2 BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

m‘. “t't ‘lﬁu‘“ SRS A TEER AU SRR ERBRANARER U atas C.ll 'elter. RS H....G..,_A.._T,,,,.,_,___“ .
Station location WASHINGTION, Po Ga .

Name of licensee . WGAY. INCy

PRSI R R OO LI o T e e i ety 8ot e eon e 2o owes oo wres sovesnsrees

Mlln stmio lm.t lon EEmsEs s EsssSegees e eesesade ReEFeSssassssssaladestatidas e Rl fdliea s IPESESSE SESSEEF G FE SRS SE RS ES B SES RR AR B SERe S eSS Be Be "
- i L i T ]




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time | Period
No. Issued Freq. Power | iy From. To
BLH<3238 |6.27<66 [99,.5mcs ERP:SOkW(HAV) Unl} 6«27«66
HAAT : 370" (RSV) Ch.9258 TPO:16, Ykw 101266
Lic. to dover CP(BPH-4999 as mod,) which auth,
chg. ant j-trans, & studiq loc,; inptall new
- = = <jirang. S ngw ant,; & _chgq. _1n ITQ, LERP_&_HAAT.
BRCH=T39 | B-71.64| Mod, ofl 1icense to operate transmitter
(1) by rendte contgol from Wprld Building,

8121

BRCH=T739
form

o IO | -
J- .r'--"' |

i 4l

¢)

'I‘l

O

UHe SB4LR
HAAT: 370F (h&av)
cy

Min Trans.,

Supersex

7=20=67 |99,.5m¢.,
ch#258
to indtal! Au
locertion to

Geporgia Avo., Silve

1IN

g aut

OKkw
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-~

ﬁEPP' Tkt (hiv) U
TPC: 1k
{liary

o XKELXH

|

Spring,

« to show the correct

5= 1uql-69

9-20-67
3-20-68

rans (RCA<4RTF<1E)at

operated

~n the a%ave fac{lities ¢gith remotle control

|l.""i-l"“*i"‘ 2

U9 .ome

-—

ALH=-3800 12*1& 68

.. < AL S Lttl
BRE-919(5) |

[ERP: Jkwlhév) Aux,
TPO: lkw

ro lcover CH(sPH-5848)
G=2 5=69 ..hneual of Main

2-14 10-1-69

Bl - *sm—

'Y . Smc

2D

Mod.lof _CP.clUR..

BSEAXIABEEXSXEKXRS

PH - ] 4

I 2GR

@ RN X X
N EPH-0029)

ﬂkHIHhU)|

CP tolinstall npe

g. name :nl

pawe. Q!

& 5- ?3
w ant,

-

liCPﬂSFF

perwi t Lee: .




Form BO 1286 2 #3

Juno 1954
BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date flrst 1ieensod ...omcimmsncicressenee Call lotters ... 000N
Statlon location . ¥ashington, D, C.

Al ESTFEFR AR S FE Sd 5 F @ ad § 888 58S S G 5T

GREATER MEDIA, INC.
T T R T B e b sl e e e R AR OV aut bh e mmesbba besrosassssssess asaeses T e LR A S SR g

TR O JOCR L O iiiiiiern ir  l obs amtasbonsbansnsans sass o . S

u.in stmiu l“ltion ———— et e e T T R L R P R R L R S R D L R L S S D L L R L Rl S R Ll Ll Ll R L e R L L L L L




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date (s | Time | Period
_ hn. lssued ¥ ___Fﬂ g l’u\ttr Liv. From - To
BLH<5816(d) 6=6=75 |ML(BPH= 836, as| mod, ) ~Changes
(2) Hni.n & u::ui

(uond'l re
renewal)

BMPH= 15198 82577 MP(BPH<10147)ekt time td 12=31=77
(1)

SONTE § Wy - - ., TEMPORARY AUTH. ERINTEEXXNK¥
(rPEHATE ITH FAQILITIES SREEXXIXIXIZ)
| PECIFIED IN BPH-10147 EXCEPT WITH
COLLINS 5CPS-3AE SPECIFIED IN FCC
! DRE 301 ['ENDERE[N 8-15«77)| ERP. 21kw
TPO: 17KW|). _ EXPIRES:_ 1-7-78

BMPH-1523 11-1-;?'HP(RPH- nla?, ag mod) 3-31-78

(2) chg Antenna.

- + S—
BRH-919(L)! 9-20-78 | Renewal(Aux. Tgans. & antenna..J

" | " Renewal & Modiflication |
BLH-7750(L) " (Ma‘n Trans. & |Antenna) | 10=-1-81

BRSCA=1452 | e Rnncwah of SCA




Form BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD « BROADCASTING WILY-FM

Call — AR -EM
PRI Lotters ... 5NN
cEn e Silver 8pring, thy'.'l.lua ‘Fﬁ ﬁ.fbﬁ S Komp Mill Rd, —
Aokien
File No. ‘Dated __ Application for Nature | Date
BPH-2314 | 11-29-57 |CP for new FH broadoast station:
Recd 11=29=57 Freq. 99.5 me Ch 258 GRANTED | le17<%8
HAAT 275.7°
T=-L 11306 Kemp Mill Rd. Silver Spring Md.
S-L Same as xmtr

BMPH=5277 |2=13=5¢ lodification of c.p. (BPH=2314 which author-
Rec'd 8-13-58 ized a new FM Broadeast station) for extensio
Filed 8-13-58 |of completion date from 9-17-58 to 2-1-59,

e GRANTED | 8-22-58
|
Atty's: Cohn and Marks

F.C.C. - WABHINGTON, D. C.







Form BC-121 ; APPLICATION RECORD « BROADCASTING --
Ave. 1958 2 ; Call WAYL
m:n _B.‘ﬂ‘-;l}!‘ - ‘ Letters . X . ..~
Name :.ntr;m"{l..;.;l.thuh.“alﬁ;.J:ﬁa'.ét‘.&.ti:.mu;.uf.\u;..t.m .............................
— AQL.}.QE RS
File No Dated Application for Nature | Date
ITH-E120 | 10=10-=88 | Fodifiaation oPe (BPH=?1) i
pa V¢ |0=) 161 et sor 47 Broadcast ! .
4]0 161368 | ta oharee trpe tr y l(rf s progy) | GRANIED | = 1l«3-36
,m aMe nye . n | \.I- X e M-TI.? '
Sections),
Attvlas
TBAPE-189  |11-6-58  [Voluntary assignment of construction permit | ... | ., ...
11-10-58 |to Tonnie B. Gay. | GRANTED 4=E~59
11-10-58 EFF : 6=1=59
BPE-5380 |1:2-39 | Modification of c.p. (EPH-2314 as mod,, which| .....0| 10050
Rec'd 1-6-59 a, thorized a new M Broadcast station) ’ for Lo I to 91
Mled 1-6-59 extension of completion date from 2-1-59 to O=1=55

8-1"" 59-

Leonard H, Marks, Atty,

F.E.C. - WANMINGTON. D. €.




Ay AT ) APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING :

Ave. 1958 Oall WwoH O
CONNIE B, GAY Letters . X W A Y L
Name X TRI-SUBURRAN BROADOASTING OORP. . . . . . . . ot
| Aetden
File No. Dated ___Application for | Nature Date
BVPH-5.88 4=27=59 Modification of o.p. (EFH=2314 as mod,., which| LISMISSHD 6-2<59 Tl
Rec'd A=-28=59 |authorized a new FM Broadcast Station for ex-| Unnecessgsyy
Mled L,=28=59 tension of ocompletion date from 6<1-59 to
12"1-59-
Leonard H, Marks, Atty.
Amended 5=-21-59 Aranded to change name of applicant to .
R& F 5= 5=59 Connie B, Gay.
Bl&i-]}&ﬁ 5=22-59 Acense to cover construction pe rit, BPH-23 %
rec'd S=L5=59 as modlified, which authorised a new FM Brond
Filed 5=25=59, Station, GRALLED 6=19=_6

P C.C - WasHIinaTON, D C.




Foam BC-12) “

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Aus, 1938 Call WGAY
N Letters
m “wli::mla.i:aliﬂliliIllilillillilllllllllll.tillil-----lli- TILTY
e e
File No. Dated Applioation for Nature | Date
BAFH-199 5=26=59 Joluntary assignment of construc ion permit O/ NLD 6~19-39
Re& Fo 5=29=59 to W G A Y,%nc. EFF 1 053
o e L T EAL ’
7=16-59 |Modification of license to change station RANTED | 9=30=59
7-20=59 |location from Silver Spring, Md, to Washingtop,
7-20-59 D.C.
________ L e T T i s ]
Renewnl of 1license a i
xtty: D, F, Prince HANTED [ 9-7-60
oluntary transfer of control of licensee | ... _.___ | .~~~ ~
orporation from Connie B, Gay, et al (All GRA"TE? 12-5-60
Stockholders) to Connie B, Gay Broadecasting E¥3, | 1=1-61
orporation,
Per Form 323

D, F, Prince, Atty,

P.€.C. - WASHINGTON, D. G




Form BC«121 # APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
oo Th) b Letters .. W0 A Y.
ABNINELON, U
| Action

File No. | Dated Apptigardonfor =~ = | Neture | Date
BRH=919 b3 Renewal of licenno GRANTED | li=2 =6l
R &F Re2e63 SaNgRGNG ..
BFH-4999 | 6-16=65 onstruction permit to change ant-trans and |. . .. | 92765

RiF £-17-65 studio location and operate trans by remote

control from World Building, 812]1 Georgia Aveq,
ilver Spring, Maryland; install new trans
(RCA-BTF-20E); install new horizontal ant

(KRCA-BFA-6B, 6 sections) and vertical ant

(ERI-300-6, 6 sections); increase TFO to 6.
operate on a vertical ERP of 20kw; and increa
HAAT to 372'.

Atty: Prince & Paul

PF.C.C. - WASHINGTOM. D. C.

cont'] re Sect,
73,274 rules re
RC oper, of trans,
(RC t auth,)




Farm BC-121 #6 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Lotters ..U AT

M n“l‘g;nat?t l-;Iﬁg“.ﬂ1mnn“lnun“uinunn""unnnnununuuunuuuuuuuu --------------
WASH INGTON, U, C,

File No. Dated Agglianion for Nature

EMPH-8574L] 11-12-65 | Nodification of CF (LIH<4999 which auth GRANTED
haF 11-12=65 | change ant-trans and studio location, instal

new trans, and horiz and vert ant, increase

TPU snd LAAT, and change EWP) to increase

TPO to 16.55kw, and increase horiz and

vert ELP to 50kw,

Atty: Prince « Paul

lic. to cover CP (BPH.4999 as mod.) which
auth, chng. ant-trans. & studio loc., install
new trans. & antenna, ¢hng. TPO, HAAT & ERP,

Renewal of License

Frince & Paul, Attys,




fonm BC QN L APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Aug. 1988 Call
Letters ..M.

WOAY, INC,

u““t“aln“ shAiERRRBAS ““ﬁ““““ AHERAINRERERINARERAABAR I NRARE

SEaBRF IR R R RO R R e FAERRRAT AR TIR1IRELY dow

i dotien

__h_f_l Lure Date

Application for

File No. Dated

i W me—— “

:%013-5739 3-2;66 Modification of license to operate trans- yRANTED B-71-66
Pﬁoﬂ 8=3=06 mitter by remote control from World Bldg., |
Ba3=bl 8121 Georgla Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland

«24<67 |CP to install Auxiliary Trans(RCA-BTF-1D;
at Main Trana. loc. to be operated on 99.5mc./;
ch#258, TPO: lkw; ERP: 6,06lar; and HAAT s GRANTED 7=20-67
372 feet, For Auxilf Wit/
remote cuntrg oge:i';t:u'z.mrm'“ s
Atty - Ray R. Paul

Engr.: ee=e
AMENDED to chg. ERP to 3kw,

_____ Coom N0 V) TR L R S _..._.../.__._ e

Lic. to cover CP (BPH-5848) which auth, insta]l CRANTLR 2-14-68
aux. trans. at main trans. loc. for aux. purpgses




Card #8 15 missing



rom 00 121 #9 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

September 1909 Call

Gﬂlurnl:i York Msida, Inc.
m. nuwn‘ L ] L] “'Il'll’ ﬁ. ‘

File No. Dated Application for e Nature Date
<1526 | 6-8-T1 |Voluntary assignment o icense ORANTED | 6=30-71

FEE PD: $2§0 #01073L |

CODR 033‘(! ‘gl:lé Atty - Schwarts & Woods

ALSO SEE:

CP to install ant. (RCA BFC=- 6 ts.
nstall new an 6B, sects.) CRANTED

Atty: Louis Schwartz

 — - @ A — _—— S . . - A — — A — - . - S . -

Mod. of Lic. chg. name of licensee to:
GREATER MEDIA, INC.
Atty - Louis Schwartz.

F.C.C - WASHINGTOM. D. C.




Fom 01210 #10 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Septembet 1909 Call
Letters . NG A Y-FM
GREATER MEDIA, INC
Rape Hreater New York Media, Inc. o o AR
Washington, D. G. 9
Action
File No. Dated Application for : ‘ Nature | Date
BMPH-13 5-22=72 |MP(BPH-7836) chg. name ol permitteé To! CRANTED | 6.27 97
R&F | 5-23-72 |GREATER MEDIA, INC.
m. i .-' i Atty - Louls Schwarts
; 15 8
T ¢ Renewal of License(Main & Auxiliary GRANTED  7—16-7¢
6-30-T2
6-30-T2 Atty: Schwartz & Woods

9.21-72 byl Schwarta &

BLH-5816 4-5-73
Rec'd 4=5=T3
Amended & ¥4-18-73

PRESS AY 1: 19

33%754764 Ol.:ﬁ'?l 57725‘9?8 Schwartz & Woods
3

F.C.C. « WASHINGTON. D. C. , |

: éTSF'FIg!?S#éﬁ'PBXFE#SF& IJI-I O’FBME filed 9-13-72 bly Louis

Robert A. Woods, Counsels on behalf of Greate Media, Ihc.

OPPOSITION OF GREATER [MEDIA, INC. TO "PETITION TO PREVENT EMPLOYME

Woods on behalf of WGAY-FM

Lic.(BPH-7836, as mod.
& Aux. transmitters.

Aux. appln.

for changes of Main |GRANTED

Srhwartz &
DISCRIMINATION" filed

over

6=6=75

CONDITIONAL RE RENEWAL

99.5ma,




SUPPLEMENTAL ame

APPLICAT

et JION filed O=

pending renewal (Main & Au.:.?.z,;;’é.; ;’; T
JUL 1 1 1975

BRH-
919 AMENDED 10«66«75 re: EEO




#1l 99, Smhz
Porm B 121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Septembet 106Y

Call

......................

R0 CEOREAE N TR bk vicsrnrenoassssmerssesassraersrsinsasesessasassasssasssnsnrsass
Wwashington, D. C.

Action
File No. Dated Application for : Nature | Date
RPH-00290 | 8-10-79 | CP to chg, TL to: 5202 River Road, Bethesda,
R&F 8-14-73 | Maryland; install new trans. (RCA BTF-20El); GRANTEI} 7-11-7/
$#223443 S50 8-15-73 i{install new ant. (RCA BFC-2B, 2 sects. (H&V)
Code 057 make chg. ant. system (incr. hght.); chg.
Press UL - 1974| TPO; ERP: 17KW(H&V) and HAAT: 770'(H&V).

T BV A9 . 770 06' 18Y)
Atty: Louis Schwartz(Schwartz & Woods)

9.19-73 | PETITION TO DENY WALVER OF COMMISSION RULE ANp TO RETuﬁN FM

APPLICATION THAT PATENTLY VIOLATES THE PUBLIC| INTEREST| filed
by Wayside Broadcasting Corporation.
10-1-73 REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME filed by Greater Media, rnc.

10-15-73 | REQUEST FOR FURTHER EXTENSION OF TIME filed by Greater| Media, Inc.
1-15-74 | REQUEST FOR FURTHER EXTENSION OF TIME filed by Greater| Media, Inc.

3-22-74 REQUEST FOR FURTHER EXTENSION OF TIME filed by Greater| Media, Inc.

4-1-74 OPPOSITION TO PETITION TO DENY filed by Creatg: Media, |Inc.

6-26-74 | PETITION TO DENY WAIVER OF COMM. RULES is hergby withd]rawn per
atty. letter 6-26-74.

F.CC ='W DM. O. C.



#2
Fom BC- 121

99.5mhz,
Septumber 1909 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Oall
Lotters , WUA-FH

eddFIRRdwi

g!ﬂ I-El!l!‘li Ei? E'i.. li lne ;

e““‘..‘l"il‘iil‘l Asisibassisddainadddpadeneiddranpiannnn dEFpdddaREpddanaepua@rai
ngton,

Name

r—_————-

Actieon
File No. Dated Application for

- fuk L 0 Nature Date
BMPH-14,4500 1-14-75 [MP(BPH-9029) to make changes in transmission BB
R&F 3-7=75 line; change antenna (RCA-BFC-3B, 3 sections 4-30-75
#39912681 3-10-75 |H&V); change TPO,
Code 057 R 4~ 1‘4-’5
BRESS . el cacncanaaadObiYi bouln. Schwartz. SSchwartz $ . W0005) o oo e
BSQ-1452 3«12-75 equest for Subsidiary Communications Author- - .
R&F 3.12-75 [tzation on a sub-carrier frequency of 67 khz, R
#4003385100| 3-13-75
Code 057 Atty: Louis Schwartz, (Schwartz & Woods) GRANTED| 5-1-75
s Al o1 R SERNSERRE SR SR T o s S R D e
BMPH-14,517| 6-16-75 MP(BPH-9029, as mod.) ext,. time to 9-12-75. GRANTED 7-9-75
R&F 6-16-?55 (Changes) TO 12-1-75
32200327310 i ] Atty: Louis Schwartz
PRESS UN 7 5!




Fom BC- 121

Nane

oL

File No.

BLH-6798

R&F
W 46851
PTA

PRESS | gpp 19 197

3

Septembet 1969

D,

LA LAM VL

L]

Dated

8-22-75
e -7
9=3=75

BPH-10148| 4=15-7b

O b=4=-7b
§?77409¢100 bL-10-7b
CODE 001
PRESS UG 1 3 1976
BMPH-15198 7?-21-77
ReF ?=27=77
PRESS UGI £
IJ;"?

B=19=75

GREATER MEDIA, INC.

ALEBAREAALEAAREEREARLARERREARERRREARRRR RN

l-Atty: Schwartgz & Woods

CP chg ERP: {2lkw H&V}5 Request
Waiver of Section 73.211 of Comm Rulej

Atty. Louis Schwartz

' Engr. David L. Steel. Sr.

- MP{BPH=-10147} ext time to 12-31-77

{For Chgs}
Atty. Louis Schwartz

F.C.C. - WASHINGOTON. D. C.

99.5mhs,
APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING =
a
Letters ... AX=KIL..........
Action
___Application for | Nature | Date
Lic.(BPH=9029, as mod, )-Changea, Main. GRANTED 1=30=76

(Cond'l [re renewal)

GRANTqE 8-24-76

GRANTED
170

8=25=77
12=31=~77




¢14

L

¥omn BRC121
May 1978

llllll

File No. Dated
BMPH-15234 8-12-77
R&F 8-15-77
PRESS
BIR-7750 | 8-31-77
R&F 0.19-77
PTA 4=13-T78
PRESS:  MAY 2 9 1978
BRH-919 5.28-78
BRSCA-1452| 5-28-78
R&E 6=-1-78
PRESS

e —

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Greater M“l lm:_

“““““““

it\tml.lﬁinstun; bl-.lcr:llll galeniiasnsdaisaenidns sdbsms

Atty. Louis Schwartz Engr. David L. Steel,

Atty: Louis Schwartz (Schwartz & Woods)

RENEWAL OF LICENSE (MAIN & AUXILIARY)
RENEWAL OF SCA

Atty. Louis Schwartz (Schwartz & Woods)

—-------——ﬂ——---—-—

Call

Letterns
e P RIS W f. 'h;&fiag
~ Application for | Nature
W(BPH-IOIQJJ chg Antenna @ CULLIHS, G5CPS- ACCEPTE
3AE, 3 sections H&V | GRANTED

GRANT
issued with renewal

99, 5MHz

WCAY-~FM

Date

H [ S

7 &
11-3=77

9-20-78

GRAN

F.C.C. - WABHINGTON. D. C.

9=14=~78







ala APPLICATION RECORD-BROADCASTING e

Nome: Greater Media, Inec.

Stavion Location: “ﬂ‘hin‘tOﬂ. D, C,

tlove. | ow | v | ctenondOe

BRH-810601H2 Renewal of License GRANTED 10<22-81
BRSCA-810601112 Renewal of SCA
Press? m 10 198 Attorney: Malcolm G, Stevenson

March 1979




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

FM History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest FM stations
in the FM band, then at 42 to 50 MHz. (The band was shifted to its present location, 88 to 108
MHz, in 1946.) History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database
in 1980 to track broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS).
However, the Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system.
Instead, it retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of radio station history.




