


P s BROAUCABLIN G i a.A1T N LICENSE RECORD )

Date first licensed .. _WM a-zﬁ-ﬂmall letters . K 1CA.
x SUANCO BROA 107A(RNLs’ ‘oeatlcon: Yes . o'nee, lovm

XSTAR BROADCASTING, INC., ({u. G351y EFFs 6=9-61)
®EADI0 STATION m.a, ™me, (AL 6—23-50 LEf 7:32-2
X PUBLIC RADIC CORPORATION (AL 3«20-57; EFF: 57
xTOYE & PARM 00,, INC, (AL 11-13.57 XPP: n-MJ
Name of liceasee RONEVAIRENT, BRADGASTING CONPANY ot

1.5 mi. NE of Hartford, lowa, near Hartford, Iowa (P 6—25-!1)
Eori of TE and ™ Quarters of Sec. 18, . 770, Panre 22 V.. 32 V.4
Xth PM, YVear “es !‘n!nﬂ. Towva (Lic. 9=4-4n)

Transmitter location X¥art of ﬂ.ﬁ NW 5 of Sec.l5,Twp.T7N,Range wu“{ﬂ::* l'git"h’f a “1' Ford,

215 Keo Way, Sulte 312, Des Moines, lowa (ltr, 7<7.69)

lh’ Keosauqua Way, Des Moines, Iowa (85 1n0.21.64)

5¢3¢c9 xi
Main studio location™ Tu. be determined, Des Noines, Iowa (CF 7-28-47)

F L 65

mar B3aillding, S5th and Park Streets, Des ¥oi: Jowa(ltr. 01759
& Mul , De® Moines, Iows '(.Lln. 9—21-433“" owalitr. § 7)

-




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD
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Oard $2 BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

R L T PG S ea e Call letters ... K10 A

MID AMERICA BROADCASTING, INC, (BML 7-12-66)
Name of licensee ... X RADIO MOLINE,INC.(AL-10-27-65:EFF: 11-30-65)

Lt LGP TN TTY R L X L RN SRR S N Sl oottt i SN

Main stodio location .
FCC65




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

- e s ——
e —— &~ — e e——y

Date I Time Period

Appl |
L et | SO I R ] [T T
BAL-1€33 (11-13-53 |Vol, AL|to TOWN|/& FARM CQ., INC,

1'[ . -l--_.'nh

BAL=2589| 3«20«57 | Vol. assignmeny of licenpe to:
EF: 4=23=57 | RADIO CJIORPORATJCN.

. O

352093 [8-5-57 m Y ] |8=5-57 2-1-59

"‘_' .'1: MO Y ! : o[ 001-] . ( 1 eI : - A I DS C
L=c=52 | GC Lo0kon del'el*red actd n ronewel

- Lw

Fih:.-_;:'r','t ¢ _:‘13_5"; ¥

Lersl 7-1-59

Bh—-2093i 2.30-60 | 940ke Skw-10kw-LS U =30 2-1-62

" DA

BR-2093 3-30-60 |, S40ke Skw-10kw-LS U 13-30 2-1-62
DA-2

JDIFICATION to chgnge Operating

fcenrse to

Supersedifgg and

-id L.
BS-.2093 [6-1 MOke

Mod. of license tp rede
BAL-I1 8l 5-3-61 Volunta

oFrd 6-9-61
R-2097] ~7=1%L.7, _

EML-1988| 3=26/=52| Mod. of

castirneg lnc, to S)AN

52093 §0-21-6L |940ke :
Mod, of %ic. to crangu ofera
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BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date 1ot 1ICenBed .o cenarvinnsessnnes Call letters ‘[""‘ i

Statlon location ¢ Moines, lowa

h .' ‘im R e L L e e e e e L o I e e - - TIT T

Transmitter location ... ... .._......““IL. R e R R

SEE m ﬂ.
Main studio location ... R RS RS S RSN




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Time Period
Div. From- To

nt of llcense to

7
ﬁﬁ

o decrephse the hght of east cent
ant. arrgdy. 10-17-76

ime LO b=17=77
time to
12=17=77
ﬁ.ﬁ-mﬂ.p) . - T J? .?H.
‘FR:12-8B-77 |




BC 126 “ m'l{

Tune 197

BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

DAt HIERt e s e Call letters ... K 1O A

Statlion location _Pes Moines, Iowa

N -li--iviii!'-i--- LA L L T e

Name of licensee syml R R

Transmitter location " s“ :M.l: ' 1 A IR B

Main studio location SEB“‘I B VA | Pt T iR




.' COﬁBTRUCTION PERMITIAND l..lCEﬁBE RECORD

- Appl. Date ‘nFu Period
No, lssued Freq. Power Lyiv. M

BMPTS0T00AM| B720/70 | WP (BP-}9,901, he mod.) flor
(1) ext. of| completion date tlo: 2/21/80

COMTEL | 3-27-80 | AUTHORETY & TERMS COMTELp 7-15-75,
7-21-75 B 2-27-16 EXT. THU 6-15-50
uE-an&as 1o28-81 MP (BF-19901, las Mod.)

| (2) ~ for exit. of time to: b 30=8 1

BPB101 28AF =25 b Y%0khz 15.0kw DOkw Unl. | 6-25-8¢

(L) CP to igcre. dajtime pwr [redescribe
TL and pke chgs} in arternna system.
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Forn raek APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call KE10A
Letters__x NEW

Neme __INDEFENDENT BROADCASITNG COMPANY —— —— — phai

it ¥ ~500r Ramicera P yidde e ke - tr, 6-10-48 teap
change of afidress to Omf Bidg. lﬂﬂl & ‘H’ulborry Sts., Dea ‘hinuu, Ibwu. Action
File No. Dated Application for Nature DaLL
BL=P=3T770 11=7=L4, C.P. .for a new standard broadcast station Docket Bo. 6734
Rec'd 11-15-44 |to be operated on: GRANTED | 7-28-47 after
Filed 11-35-44 |Frequency: 94O ke Heari Order Issued

Power: 250wy~ddt I8 LOIW —BA-N--B4 Skw, 1 S,
Hours of Operation: -Uniimited time-Daybime Unlimited.

Transmitter Location: IRd=lfth. St .S.E.,

TG GO O
Studio Location: To be determined, Deg llnineuﬁ

Iowa
(Filed D. F. Prince, Atty.)
John Barron, Engineer

See Card No. 2







File No.

BL-P=3770 - $ontinued

Recd.

Filed

Amnended

Fecelved

Flled
AMENDZED

Recd.

Filed

type of trensmitter and imstall-D.A.-Fer
2d change tranamitter location

!‘MB.I- - 18th St, Extended, North of

Hartford Ave,, Des Moines, Iowa

NE & NW quarters of Sectiom 15,

Range 22 W of the 5th FM, near Ford
11-22-45 | Amended to chanse houre of operetion from

11-26-45% |Unlinited tc Deytime.

1l=-c6-42

12-21-45 AMEIDED re installation of D.A. for Daytime

12=26=45 | use.
12=-06-45

See Card No, 3

Dated Application for Nature
Q=2l=4L5 AMENDED to change power from 250w-night-and | .. ..
9u26-45 | lkw daytime to 1lOkw day and-might, change
10=25=45

Fart of |
p TN,

» Im.




10-2)=47

chenges in DA and wount ™ antenna on #3
tover,

(#11ed by D, F. Prince

Atty.;
‘rank G. Kesr, Hr:r.5

Call KEIOA
Letters x NN e
INDEPENDENT BROADCASTING OOMPANY
Name - - -

R 5 Action
File No. Application for Nature Date
CONTINUED

| n:T Re: To chenge vower frorm 10kw daytime tc See Card #1 for actior
Res'd daytime and B5kw uight, ueing DA both day
Filed night and to change hours of operation f rom
Daytime to Unlimited time. *
(Filed by Frank G. Kear, Engr.)
AMENTED AMENTED re changes in DA
Recd.
Miled
EMP-3249 10=17=47 | Mod. of C.P. (B4=P=3770, which suthorizes g GRANTED | 1-8-48
Reold 10-23=47 | new ~landard broedecast station) to make
Filed




File lnl_

_ Application for
BMP=3343 | 11-6-47

H. of ﬂ-!’. (Bﬂ-ﬁm vhich Iut.hnrired A &qﬂl;\“ED 1'1- - T

Rec'd 11=13=47 | new standard broadcast station) to change
Filed 11-13=47 | type of transmitter (RCA BTA-10T7).

(Filed by D, F. Prince, Atty.)

BMP-3741 3-20-48 Mod, of C.,P, (B4-P-3770, aw mod., vhich

Rec'd 3-26-48 | authorized a new standard droadcest station)|
Tiled 3-26-48 for extension of completion date from!
3-28-48 ga!' 5-28-48,

| (D, ¥, Prince, Atty.)




Call xzr04
COMPANT Letters ...

e

’ Aot |

File No. | Dated Application for Hats:;:'-:l_

BL~-3109 G148 MHWC.’-M.HHL.)-

Rec'd 41448 which authorised a nev standard bDroadoast

41448 station and specify studio location as
10th. and Mulbderry, Des Holnss, Iowa,

GRANIED 9-24~48

(D. 7. Prince, Atty. Frank 6. Kear, BEugr.)

BP-7005 | 1ll-8«4B Construction Permit to mske changes in the nm 4t
Ree'd 11-12-48 | daytime directional antemna system (DA-2). hea

!
Filed | 11-12-48 P, UP o=
L add, th 3
g A

Frank G. Kear, Engr.)




APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
FCC Form 94 % _ -

Letters .. . K 104
. INDEPENDENT m. COMPANY =

ERERys Action

File Ro. Dated | Application for | Bature | Date
BR-2093 8-22-49 | Renewal of license. GaAr 3. _an
Rec'd 8-26-49 |(D. P, Prince, Atty.) fzi) :

BTC-977 | 7-28=50 | Voluntary transfer of control of licen GRANTED ] 92750

Rec'd 7-31=50 | corpcration from Kenneth A. Durhan et BFF: 9-3D-50

Filed 7-31=50 | others) to Ralph L.Atlass,Charles J. Winton,

h. JI mtﬂn. JOlIII ;o w

Iiﬂhohm M. Harre and Lloyd M. .mllett.
(Contingent on grant of BTC-978)

Ralph Welker,Atty.
BMP-5786 12=24=51 | Modifieation of construetion permit
Reec'd 12-29-51 aich suth, changes in the daytime DA system) nd'l rel DA-non-DA

Mled 12-29-61

.

stance firiﬂ;
monitor

to 4-1-52,

Fobert B, Hodson, Atty,




Form A-170 '7
FormerLy FCC Form 94

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

nm EE R -li-ll---r---ri#imd-MilaE-iﬁJ-! Etl--ﬁ#hnfiiq- TR TR R N R

File Ro. Dated
BL=4695 3=1-52
Rec'd 3-12-52
Filed I-12-52

BR-2003 T=17=52
Reeo'd T=llo=50
Filed T=22=53

BR-2093 10=31=52
Rec'd 11-4-52
Filed 11-4=52

BAL=1632 10-9-53
Rec'd 10=14=53
Filed 10~14=53

Call

Letters .l 104
Action
Nature | Date

Application for

- — e e 5

License to cover construction permit (lP-'NDﬁ Gmr'mf T3t

which authorized changes in the daytise
directional antenna systes.

Robert E, Hodson, ATty.

Renewal of Lice se
Filed by Rodert B, Fodson, AttYy.

Renewal of License (Inforaal recuest)
Filed by Robert E. Hodson, Atty.

Voluntary assignment of license to Town and
hm CD-. Intl

Fierson & Ball, Attys. for sssignor
McKenna & "ilkinson, Atiys, for assignee

F.C.C. - WARMINGTON. B. &




Form BC-121

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
FORMERLY ForM A- ’?E

Call
PUBLIC RADIO CORPOPATICN Letters .. X 2.0 4
Name X.7CUWE. & -PARM-SCoy--TBOy----ooommomoommms
™ T | Astie
File No. Dated lﬂ‘icutim for A Nature "
WR-2093 | 10-17-55 | Renewal of License i
Rec'd 1m-55 | GRANTED | 1-18-%¢
# C S, [0 ghs Seat- AAKLLSL ! B S -
BAL-2529 &_ﬁl -tr-m of license to Public | ;
Rec'd 7 MG | GRANTED | 32057
Filed

| BFs | 4-23-57
_ ARV AL D¢ W LVEVELS Atry. I

o 10-15- % ——
Rlﬂ'g.% 12_1&_% Renewal of License ; GRANTED | 3-30-6(

led 12-162 | |
H 55 David 3, Stevens, Atty. i |
BIL-EIW"' 25-59 untar, assignment of licemse to madlo ..~ o7 /o7

Rec'd. 6-1-59  |Station KIOA, Ine. | 2res 718

Filed 6~1-59 -

David S.Stevens,Alty.

S — L S S S e e S S — — | — r

® spendment tp 7-18-59 Change name of applicant o Badio Station "?-""'"""-F ______

REC'DaFiled| 8-3-59

P e C - madming"om B G




. BROADCASTING

Form BC-121
Ave. 1955 Call
RAD.0 STA"HGﬂ KIOA, INC. Letters K. I 0 A
lmnuIKEﬂlhlﬂ&llﬁﬁﬂ;ﬂﬂﬂlﬂlﬁlﬁﬂlu B b iy b o saoe s
Action
File No. Application for Nature
BP-13,080 Censtructien Permit te increase daytime ) 7=t
Rec'd p-una*fril 10kw to 50kw, install :’:}v +15;5%§§£§;§§ i; #f
Filed nsmitter(Gates BC-50B), and make changes
mwuerin m(:’ add. mﬂ) and make
| changes in ground system |
| Engr.- Kear & Kennedy |
ATTYS. FLY, SHEEBRUK, BLUME AND GAGUINE per |
letter 6-6-60 |
AMENDED J
R. & F. 7-5-60 AMENDED to chance asplicabt name to RADIO ;J

STATION KIOA, INC. as auth by PAL-3489 gr 4-03-

F.C.C. - WaASHINGTON, D. C.

i




____APPLICAYION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters “f!“I_q_l_
Y- ﬂe:ilf:"
Application for Nature | Date

'illltll,"llli%::lﬂt of license to Star

GRANTED | 5-3-61
EFF:| € 5]

-JJ_-\.-"J-

BR-2093 of License IRANTE 21l
R&F RANTED P-=lis-
Attys,Koteen & Burt(Alan Y Naftalin)
BEML-19088 2=S8=b2 Mod of lic to chg name from Star Eroa dr":stlnr'Jr e
R&F Py O Inc. to SWANCO Broadeasting Inc. of Iowa. GRANTED| 3-26-62
Att:r: Koteen & bBuré
BR=2093 12/2/64 Renewal of license mﬁr}m 1-2'-65-
R&F 12/7/64
___________ R o o e e e = U SRS SR
ysanl v - B A LN e of Licese to GRANTED [10-27-55
. Atty for assignor-w-Eotess & Burt Err:11-90-65

McKenna & Wilkinson, Attys. for Assignor
Alan Y, Naftalin, Atty. for Assignee

for assignee - Fisher, Wayland etc




ForRm BC-121 m m e

Call
- Letters SR G 3 .
~A BROADCASTING, INC.
£1 _ m&“mm SEsssisssasssssdRsRsRERERER ey
Agtion
pplication for Nature | Date
BML-2164 526565 Med. of lic. to chanrte name to MID AMERICA
'5-31-66 BROADCASTING, INC. GRANTED 7=12-66
ATTY: Fisgher,7avland,Duvall and Sonthmar
(Ben C., Fisher)
10-16-67 Renewal of license GRANTED | 3-6-70
11-1-67 Atty- Fisher, Wayland, Duvall & Southmayd
BTC-5909 | 3-25-69 ~ [Vol, transfer of control of lic, corp, from | | ~— ~ ~ T~ 77
R&F L=-1=69 Kankakee Daily Journal Company to Burrell [ ... . ., |, A
FEE PD: #3Q -#503LL9 L. Small e
(Form 316) |SFE WIRL ET¢ Eff{ 7-28-69
A':,"'_} B 195€ Atty - Ben C. Fisher
F.OG - WASHIBETOMN. D. O.




fe

Foem BC-1121
September 1969

A e S A —

BR-2093
R&F

PN Recd.
PRESS

NOV 9

BL-12,946
R&F

#M 004926
AC-067
PTA
PRESS

1970

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters IIO‘ .
. “m‘l"m‘ﬂl.“mlﬂﬂ“--"lliininil-l--l-irn--l-iq--l-.-----l -
& 3 Action
Application for Nature | Date
Gﬁknrﬂ. T ) -
issued wit!

10-29-70

"n

Sely=TL
5=b=T1
5=b=T1

5=14~T1
28 197

RENEWAL OF LICENSE
Fisher ,Wayland,& Cooper ALty

12-18-70 re: Balance sheet f

Lic.to use former Main Tranasmitte
10F) for Auxiliary Purposes Only.

Atty: John D, Pellegrin(Fisher, Wayland, etc

RCA, BTA- |,

ED | 6-15-71

F.CC - WARBMINGTON. D. C.



Form BC- 121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

September 1969 Call
Letters .. K 0A. ......

MID AMERICA BROADCASTING, INC. e
! e - - EE T I LA T ] -
ik DS MOTHES, TOWA * G

‘ s | Action
File No. Dated Application for | Nature | Date

.

BR-2093 | 10-30-T3 | Renewal of License(Main & Aux.) GRANTED | 1-31-74
R&F 11-2-T3 |
PN 11-2-T3 Atty: Richard R. Zaragoza(Fisher,Wayland et¢.) ;
S |
BP - 1;901 Construction permit to decrease the height ; L
Rec'd of the east center tower of the antenna array.GRANTED | 1017-75
Filed 9-5-74 Atty: Richard R. Zaragoza
$50-342442 9-5-74 |
AC-056 |
nded 12-17}+75 re: Engr. exhibit & Fig. 2A
WRSTRRC T L o o o o o s e e o e —— -}---_ TR C——
RENEWAL OF LICENSE (MAIN & AUXILIARY) .
9-28-76 | Richard R. Zaragoza,Atty. f
AMENDED 6-30-77 :
NOV 24 m1 THEII et cngyny |
F.O& - WANBHINGTON. D. C. '







m—-_————ﬂ
X #14 SdOkhe.

Form BC-12) APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

May 1976 Call Y104

Letters ...
MID AMERICA BRCADCASTING, INC.
m spsipssssssissasissaedFesfasss il sssnsasnEEs T L L e T T
Actiop
File No. pplication for % Nature | Date
G D 1820
BMP-14,317| 10-11-76 Mod. of CP (BP-19,901) to extend completion date Mﬂf'
R&F 10=13-76 to June 17, 1977 (chgs.) To: o177
$100-624880| 10-14-76 :
AC:001 Atty" Richard Zaragoza
PRESS: D b ‘

|

|
M-l‘l,Sﬂ? 3-1{}-77 Hﬂd- of (BP-ig,MI, u-m. fur ext. of tilﬂ-.*+r- ., o
R &F 3-14-77 t (chgs. . GRA NTE* §=3-77

Atty: Richard R. Zaragoza

BMP-14,490 |9-21-77 MP(BP-19,901, as mod) for ext. time to: GRANTED
R&F 9-.27-77 (FOR CHANGES)

PRESS: Atty-Richard R. Zaragoza

I F.CC - WASHINGTOMN. D. C.




- i | QL0kh e

#15
Form BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Mey 1976 Call
Letters ... 5%
S MU NE.S i_!_- - "
Agtion
File No. MM Application for | Nature Date
BIC-8515 10/'13/'7? Voluntary transfer of comtrol of 1ic corp | GRANTED & 11-2.
R&F MWL.MMMHL.ML EFF: 12-8-7
FORM 316 I'rustee of the Burrell L. Small Revocable
Mso see WEMN,ete |
L 'y |
______ ...f.f... Atty - Figher,Wayland,etc(R. Zaxegoza) _ _ _ | __ _ | _ _
BMP-14,599| 5-11-78 MP (BP-19,901, as mod) for extension of time ff GRANTED | 6-23-78
R&F 5-17-78 to: ( FOR CHANGES) ; 0 | 12-17-78
PRESS: ‘ ;
___________ WAy .o L )98 [Atty: Richard J. Bodorff (Fisher, Wayland, e fs.),____ I
BTC780829EG | 8-25-78 Vol. TC from Burrell L. Small, Trustee ol Lhel GRANTED | 9-19.7¢
FLLED 9-8-78 Burrell L. Small Reveocable Trust, et al (all | EFF: | 9.29.78
Form 316 (Allso see WQUA|stockholders) to MID AMERICA AUDLIO-VIDEO, IHCI
PRESS LB B Atty - Richard R. Zaragoza (Fisher,Wayland) | :
over ;II
F.EC - WARNINSTON. O. C. ;'r
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Fom BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

May 1976 Call
Letters . LU A
MID AMERICA BROADCASTING, INC. . . . . .
Action
File No. pplication for = Nature | Date
BMP781213AM P (BP-19,901, as Mod.) for Extemsion of GRANTED | 2-14-79

Modification of License to Operate Iransmitte
Remote Control from Main Studio location:
Keo Way, Suite 312, Des Moines, lowa.

P (BP-19,901, as Mod.) for Extension of
ime to: (FOR CHGS.)

A\tty. Richard R. Zaragoza (VFisher,Wayland,Southmayd et

AMP -800125AD MP(BP-19901 as mod) for extension of time to:
PRESS: (o) | AFi . . 13af Avgust 21, 1980 (chgs)




17 APPLICATION RECORD-8ROADCASTING
' 940Kz .

Nome: MID AMERICA BROADCASTING, INC.

Coll Lavvers: K 1 O A

Stotion Locetion: DES MOINES, IOWA

m M“h Acthron ond Dote

(BP-19,901, as Mod.) For Extension of % 5.
Time to: ___ (FOR CHANGES)

File Neo.

BMPB0O0820AJ
PRESS (0)

Atty. Richard R. Zaragoza (Fisher,Wayland, Southmayd o

510126AH Construction permit to increase daytime power . :
to SOkw-L8; redescribe TL: 1.° Mi NE of (GRANTED ¢
Hartford, Iowa, near Hartford Iowa; and make Con'd
ant a sStem,
AMENDED 26-81 |REE° Legal Tnterest (OVER)
BTC810319G( '1'.? Iovol, TC from Burell L. Small, Deceased H* =
Form 315 VR ¥ ¢ am Trustee of The Burell L. Small Revocable Trust
PRESS To Reva G. Small, Trustee of The Reva Arlene
Also see WKAN(am} et al Small Trust
PN FILED 5-19-81
Atty Richard R. Zaragoza




810128A8  5=28-81 ‘ tice
Public Notice P

6-18-81




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

FM History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest FM stations
in the FM band, then at 42 to 50 MHz. (The band was shifted to its present location, 88 to 108
MHz, in 1946.) History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database
in 1980 to track broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS).
However, the Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system.
Instead, it retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of radio station history.




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradualy grew
into a large cardfile.  History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized
database in 1980 to track broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System
(BAPS). However, the Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new
system. Instead, it retained the History Cards in their original form — 3” by 5” filing cards — for
reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12% Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). The History
Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of microfiche exist), and the
original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on the microfiche as negative
images, like those you see above. Generaly, they have been left as negatives as those are often
easier to read.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilties, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they wil be of value to future researchers of radio station history.




