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WP KX (eff, 9-9-80)
Date first licensed .. 3=11=46 Call letters XT P 1K
LOCATION: ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
B

METCOM VIRGINIA ASSOCIATES (AL B-25-8H0 EFF: 9-9.850)
x METROPLEX COMHUNICATIONS OF VIR(:I!‘-.’IA,INC(APL?-IO-H(J, eFF:

Name of licenseex XOTOMAC BROADCASTING CORPORATION . . . .o ...

(BL-795) 8-17-60
LSO ft E of intersection of Ashton and Augustine Streets,Alexandria, Va.
x Telegraph Road, approx, 1.5 miles Southwest of center of

Transmitter location . Alaxandria, Va..(CP 10=1=45) @Lic.3~11~46) . ... ...

362 South Pickett Street, Alexandria, Va. (BS 5-26-77)
223/¥% XYirginia Theatre Bldg., 523 First St., Alexandria, Va. (Ltr. 10-7-48:;EFF:
X George Mason Hot of Washington and Prince Sts. 10-9-48)
"vas o §851-0%) "ot ’ ;

Main studio location _Alexandria,
FCC-65
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3P install aux. dnt. & tans. & operate trane,




‘orm BC-126
- June 1954

# BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first licensed Call letters .. WFPIK

Name of licensee™ X POTOMAC BROADCASTING CORPORATION

e T R e e N Ll ORI

Hala stuldle lecatien . ... .. UeESEEIES




PVerwuwl

NGO, Lasxunyd I“-,J | ¢ 1! ]) From 1’0

BL-5081 |3-1L4=56 | 730 | lkw AUX, E-m-se 10-1=57
lic, to dover CP(BP=9905) to install a new antenna
and mitter as an auxXiliary anftenna % trans,

BRe1232| f=27=fi7 | Renewn) of License ’ 10«1 10«1=60
'.{ﬁh: o Aux, |

----dl*-w-rilﬁ - = ' i ' I - |

P~ 12669 1-14-&9 7 dﬂc | 1Kkw Day =14 14«59

CP to chinge .ntdnna-tra 1 mitter location

bast side of “L. vernon MNem, HighWay a4t Tulane
orive, alex.ndri: ;er'Q‘“' |

BMP.BL74 | 5-20-59 Mod. of CP(BP-1p,669)to change antenna-
(1) | transmitter locktion and make changes

| in antehna system {;ncrege heligzht I,:m .

P-8778 11-30-59 Mod. of CP(BP-12,669)for extension of

. completion date to 5-2046(

329 9-29-60

\ antenna systen

L-7954 '3:17?-30' _?Eom 1kw Day |8-17 10-1-60

~ic. to cever cp (BP-lﬁ 659 as mod|) which auth.

J— ...._.._...ﬁhl.‘.l.._l.ﬂ._ﬂln_ 131. mi_ - '

BP-13731 1-2?#60 ?1ch lkw Aux.

ﬂ:u—]; g 2 gﬁ Qg - EW T
e e T et _Hﬁjlldkukuiﬁ— = e ] e e e R R
BL-6065 11-7-60 Lic. to|/cover cp (BP-13,731) which auth.
( /) ngg. iz :

BS-1232 2.28-61 Mod, of license to show |[the antenna
(1) m4mo current as 3.42 and the lantenna
| resistance as 35.5 ohms | (Hain)

ST T pe——— - e -

e e

N U7 SRR AL (PSR RS BRO SN Y OET _.'j-_..__-

@ { i |

-
_.-.—.-—-—..—.-—--—-—-——--—--—-—-r-——*i------—----—-—t—.—-.--..--.. e — ——

TRV 75 $30Ke Da T N R -
'ﬁ’-li"ﬂi - - i ] Lt % J".---..-"H--J I.-Fl‘q- - .-‘1.-"_:)'
: pOver
HlAdANnEe s |
#

|
I A 4

- we o A E amy am = el - — = ——

LrlE;-II
(1) crompletion date tn 2.13-63.




Form BC 126 #3
June 1954

BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

BRSNS SANINA SR ARt RT RS RRIRRS Y

Date first licensed 3-11-46 =2 Call letters Wm

L R R R RS

Neme of ‘llesleee: .. a9 0

Transmitter location

....................................................................................................................................

Male stusle Jesatien ... .. -




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Tlmr Prr lod
No. Issued Freq. Power Div From To

BR-1232 | 9-24-63| 730ke | lkv | D 10-1 10-1-66

’
il

BMP- 10975 m P(BP-'I. ,400 as mod,) for
(2 oh_of completion dg_g to 2-13=-64,
|-1-*ion d te to Bel-bL

BMP-11,28 -13-61. Mod., of CP (BP}11,400) 4: mod.) for

extensjon of completion /date to
2=1=b
BMP=11437 |2=-17=65
(5) of compiletion
W P=109" T=30=55 T7390ke| Skw=DARD

Mod, of] CP(BP=1),40C) tp change
(Ba rerJB-EO)OJ make change in

1,400) for extension

Rel13 Ba145
ype tranemittel

nrre in pround

1] |‘1 - ~ 3
BI-IP-I{_,T‘a -65 Mod. nf cp {BP-I 400, ap mod) for ex-
G0 e | |t-nltun*u£ compiletion dl e to 12-1

~31.65% O o
TBMP-11.706 3-16-66 H&E‘ Jf CP(BP11,400 as mod.) for

65&@) extension of cor nletinn date tob=-156
BHP-II 798 6-3-66 . of |CP(BP-1 Wy4N0 as .) for ext.
(4) ,nf completion ddqte to | 9.15-66

BRe1232 |9-1-66 | RENEWAL OF LICHNSE 0-1 10-1-69

— e = 4 2-1-66_ | 700kc_| lkw_ _ | Apx _ _10-3 10-1-69
5L-11,469 1z-lz-bq 730kc | Skw=DA-D Day [12-12 10-1-69
| Lic to dover CPURF-11,400| as mod) which

' auth incr, powelr, install new trans.re
flect dhg site chg, ant & pr. Svs ine
| stall new r_-t_hd?lptt' RC

|




Form BC 126
June 1954
BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Datailiret Lieulend st o o o Sisictiess . X2 1K .

LT T N R R

R S

Transmitter location

Main studio location _ ... . ... ...




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

- - S —-——

Appl l)atr Tmu' l’rnod
No. lssued Freq. Power Div From 7o

= A— S —— —

MALN & AUX, 10-1-75
tenna monitor withn
mac Instruement M=1") - |-/

M Dsy RC (Main)
AUX.) | 10.1.78

- +

10-24=75| CP to make chgsl. in ant. uyaLLm10-2+-7-

10-2-75/ CP to npke chgsi in ant.|syscenl0-24-

10-24-73 Superserled 1-8476 to Lu:tuct height
above insulafors and overall herght

i

BS-1232 () 5-26-7§ ML to|chg. SL & RC

BMP-14,493(1) 12-16f77 Mod.|o! CP(BP-19,893)]to add
MEOV §

- | Trans. &to main site.
r""!""l "Shar | “l;'!il” ¥ '

Bl-14,219 ’
BR-1232(1.)4-9-80 RENEWALl & MOD. |ISSUED
| | nmrnaﬂ (MAIN & AUX.) | 10-1-81

_E:;\_P_L_B_D_O_i_.!_’}l_l_ 7-10-8Q | VOL APL EFF3 9-18-80
ALSOOB0OL BN | 2
8-25-80 VvVOL AL| EFF: 949-80

T —  S—— | — — — — —

EBSA | Y9-=-Y9-=80 CALL SIGN CHANGE



£57 APPLICATION RECORD—BROADCASTING

Call letters. " P 1 K

(TPIE A¥Ffested)

Name . }O?V}th BR\.-ADC:.STL G CURPCRATION .‘.'u_r't;r. g |
s /0. 2113 = 18tk Sr/,Ariregron, vu.
ACT
FILE No. DATED APPLICATION FOR -
! NATUR Dare
B2-pP=-3E15 S5-11-44 C.P. for o new station to be opernted on; Jranted =544 g
Hee'd S5=12-44 Frequency: 730 kilocycles =plisncg procedural
Filed | S5-12-44 Powser: 250 watts recuirements o” Com{ie-
amenied | 7-27-44 Hours: “agytime sion's policy of 1-26-44
Hee'd & subj.filine VP for ¢ o~

r'iled

48 : : =
7=-27-44 I/Site to be determined, alexandria, Va. val of trane.sfte A ant.
| AV OED: To chunge type of transmitter, and weived provisiors of

i make chenzes in corporate structure, and '.Jec. S35 |erd Z2.60
specify studio locetion as Seorgze Mason iLetter rritten
Hotel, Cor. washington and Frince Streets, | .p-~s . ted per letsn
n]exandri., Va. lor 1‘_:'_i

Conditions re the om -
cedural reu irements o
1=-26-44 ddgleted,
|¥in.8-14-4

SN v . | Tsouse -In up 1795
W b SOVIABNINT PaisTiRd OFFICH 16-1-15_ —




Form ™

Card #2 APPLICATION RECORD—BROADCASTING

Call letter«. " P 1K

Name POTMMAC BROUADCASTING COxl ORAZION
I ACTION
FILE No. | DATED APPLICATION FOR-
NATU) Dare
BE-NP-1795 l=17=45 Nodification of C,P. (B2-P-3615, which
nec'd ! 1-17-43 authorized a new etanderd broadcast statfon) GRANTED @ 10-1-45
Filed 1-17=45 | for approval of antenne and a proval of Conditional
| transmit ter site at cr-oid-~inela-Hiranay, Granted yaiver 3.55(b)
| appreNt-2yB-milea-orny-of-bia-captor-af & 3.60 on following
i AreNnsdrba. - yirpingn, conditions (a) that a
amendied 5=17=45 A%: 10 make changes in traneri{ttinge ecuin- cathode Yy oscilloscop
nec'd 5=17-45 ment and anterna syesten, end chance p";;_anh will be used to
Filed o-17-45 transmitter location frorw On 014 King's | eontinously monitor

Hignwey,approx. 1.8 mi. 5.W. of the center | percentaje modulation;
of alexendrit, Va., to Telegraph Hd.,spprox. (b)upon dommencement of
1.5 mi. S.W. of center of Alexsndrie, Va, operation, freq. checks

by an extiernal standard
will be submitted daily until satisfactory operation is indicated

and weekly thereafter until freq. monitor installed which mests

approval Chief Yk (e -
e ut'| Tt r%.(; _‘) ._pg e moniFou installed as soon




APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters

Name _POTAAC BROADCASTING COuPURATION

File No.

Dated

Application for

B2-L-1921
nec'd
Piled

Bl=-7~-1746
Heec'd
Filed

12«7=45
18-7-45
1-2-46

12=7-40
12-7-45
1e=7-45

License to cover C.r. (B2-p=3615, as mod.)
shich authorized & new stendard brosdcast sta+
tion;

and
Authority to determine operating poxer by
direct recsurement of cntenna power.
(Paul A. delars, Ener,)

CRANTED | 3-11=4b
Conditional re waiver
Sections| 3.55(b) and

Bo_P_.46EB
Rec'd
Filegd

J-PE-46
2-20-46
4-11-46

Cﬁnsi"x isn Perait to increase nower from

250w

nstall new tranemitter (R2Ca- Condi ¢1

3TA-14). | 3.55(»)




RCA-BTA-1L




Form 94

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

9 Call
Letters 4 v J K
KName PCTOMAC ERZADCASTINC CCRUCRATICN
’ Action
File No. Dated Application for Nature Date
BP-KF=2010 | 7=ll1=4C Mod, of C,2. (B2-P=442 , which a zed GRANTZED [CA 7-30-46
Rec'd 7-16-46 < ir.:r-rm-"’f".f: inetnl’ trense ') (Condit{onal Cleuse
Filled T=16=4€ to change type trapenitter tci(GATES re waive¢r 3,55(b) ead
BC-12) 3,60)
(a. LIPS L. FUTKS, al"'_",)
BO-R-1232 9-5-46 [Renowal of license T e
Rec'd 9-5-46 Plled by Leonsrd lsrks atty. R ~ T

A — - —— =

—_— = e = = -




APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Name POTOMAC BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Call
Letters

File No.

Dated

Application for

B2-L=-2075
Rec'e
Filed

B2-2~1897
Bec'd
Tiled

8-12-46
8-13-48
9-0-48

8-12-46

9-0-46

License to cover 0.P. (B2-P-4688, as mod.,)
which authorised increase in powver and in-
stallation of new transmitter

and
Authority to determine operating power by
direct measurement of anteanna power,

(Leonard H. Merks, Atty.; Julian J. Ralston,
Engr.)

GRANTED
(Conditi
3.55(»)

10-14-46

1l re miver
and 3,60)




FCC Form 94

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Letters

Fé

Name ... FPOTOMAC SROADCASTING CORFORATION . . .

File No. Dated Aoplication for
BSSA-202 2=9=49 Special Service Authorization to operate
Ree 'd 2=15=49 on 730ke, lkw, day, 20w t for a pers
Mled 2=1£-49 ending in no event later t 11=1-49

(Filed by Leoncrd H., «<riks, At
Ueorge I'. Adalr, nngr.
.L"‘aended 11-1&'1‘9 A'}"...‘f' to extend ex; ‘retion date From

Rec 'd 11-17=49 Hovember 1, 1949 tg Hovember 1, 1950,
*iled 11-17=49
BR=-1232 8-30=49 fenewa] of license.

Fec'd B=21=49 (Leonsrd H. Marks, Atty.)




FCC Form 94 ¥7

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call =

: Letters . " P IK
Name FOTOMAC BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Action
File No. Dated Application for £ Nature | Date
BTC-1035 | 11-24-60 |Volumtary acquicition of control of licemsee
Rec'd 11=-24-50 |eorporation 'y Carl L. Lindberg thru purchase Sy “ =
Filed 11=24=-50 |of Bl shares of common stock from Hownri B, 7 P R
Leonard H. Marks, Atty.

S 25 GRANTED | 10-23-52
BRC-176 | 9-10-53 Modirication of license to operate transmittef CRAYTED| 9-16-53
Rec'd 9-14-53 by Remote Control from 523 Pirst Street,
Filed 9-14=53 Alexandria, Virginia.




ForMm A-170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
FoRMERLY FCC Form 94 Call wpPIEK
Lotters
Name . POTOMAQ _BROADJASTING SOTPORATION
File No. Dated Application for | Nat
BR-1232 | 6-15-E4 Renewal of License
Fec'd 6~-15-54 GRANTED 0-8-54
Filed 6-156-54 ! —h TR
BP-9905 6-2-55 Oonstruction permit to install a new antenna GRANPRED = 7-22-55
Res 'd 6-2-55 and transmitter (RCA BTA-1M) as an auxiliary
Filed B=2-55 antenna and tmnsmitter at 523 First St,,
Alexandria, va, (present lozation of the mai f
studio) to be opereted on 730kc with power o
lkw, for auxiliary purposes only, and operat I
auxiliary transmitter by remote control fro |
523 First St,, Alexandria, Va, [
BL=6C81 2=15=56 License to cover construction permit(BF-920 |
Rec'd 2=17=56 which authorized the 1:'stallntf:n of'(a nogw 5’GRANTED | 3-14-56
Filed 2=17=56 antenna and transmitter(HCA bTA-1¥) as an /

recuest to operatécAuxtrsnshfiter by remcte/control.

|

aux, antenna and transmitter at 523 First

Street, Alexandria, Va.(present location of | |
the main studio) to be operated on 730ke wit

power of lkw, for aux, purposes only and del‘ita /




Form BC-12!

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Ave. 1955  #9 Call
. % A Letters . 4.1 1K
Name DOTCMAC BROAVCARTING. COITCRATION...
File No. | Dated e Application for Nature Date
BRa1232 Hm ), =57 enewal of License (Main & Aucdlianry), |GRANTED | 9-26-67
Rec'd e 6=57 i
Filed b=2b=57 | |
BPa cd 0=27=57 | ConstructIon permit ¥o increase power Trom | . T T R
Rec'dy &‘. £-27-57 likw to Skw and install new transmitter, ’ "(‘;,ip rd 412)
Filed ' 6=27-57 [rmon 5= B s
SEE CARD M FOR MMT Atty, - McKenna % Wilkinson
_____ 1o oo o - 2| _Eagr, - John H, Mil)aney
EP-12, 669 B R R th o bl o Darml i te abalat e o =~ TR | et
Pac%fl. g_;l-:}q onstruction permit to change antenna-trans. | Gm,.nrTip 11459
2 location from Telegraph Foad, approx. 1.5 |
Filed 12-31-58 miles Southwest of center of Alexandria, Va.,
1o East side of Mt. Vernon Memorial Highway
at Tulane Drive, Alexandria, Virginia,

i
| John H, Mullaney, Engr,

r.cc WANHINGTON. D C.




70

Form BC-12] APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Aug. 1955 Call
Letters WP IK
Name ..POTOMAC BROADCASTING CORPORATION .. .. .. . . :
Aétion
File No. Dated _Application for Nature )
BPR8474 4L=€~59 Modi fication of e.p. (BP-12,£69 which author—|
Rec'd 4=9=59 ised change antenna-trans, loc ) from East jrCRANTED 5=20-59
Filed 4=9-59 side of Mt., Vernon Memorial Hwy. at Tulane ' -
Drive, Alexandria, Va, o 450' East of Inter—/ .
uct.ion of Ashton & Augustine Street,
Alexandria, Va, and make changes in antenna
sy=tem (increase height).
John H, Hullmey, Engr, |
B = 0 . et B | T~ ——— -
R*F 11-6=59 Modification of C, P, (PP.12669 as mii“mr‘ mnm 11-30-59
which auth ar
P g\-&;’; aﬁca £z anf e intf hat 1=2-¢o
from 11-20-53
;‘
_:’

recec

WASHINGTYON D &




Form BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

A1

Aug. 1955 Call REr
BOMOIN: il
P M N ‘. pnqﬂnp I-v sorecaleoss
Neme ... S et T
Action
File No. ~ Dated Application for Nature | __Date
BP.1373] 12<18.69 Construction Permit to make chances i
R& F 12-21-69 the auxiliary antenna system, RAIR. |1 S=1900
- . - ‘ S— - -
8L=7954 5=5=60 Iicense to cover C.P. (BP 12,669 as modified) @
R&F S5=bH=60 which authorized changes in the moctttxxy GRANTED | 8-17-60

antenna system, and changes in the antenna-
transmitter location,

- - - e = = - - e s o S e S e e e - - e - -

BR_127° 2 2°M_ AN Rar W 41 f lice " ( - i.'l é. Au"ili b gV ) ; s
BR-12 i J GRAN 9=-28-60
TR 221 _60

FCC WASHINGTON D ¢




Form BC-121 ' APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Aug. 1955 Call
12 Letters

“.-. -b.\‘.‘.h;!‘l‘i\.‘.;llt...‘:“llll‘.‘-Jl‘:..I.t{‘!:lIl!‘:.bib..:ld.-:.l.I.l:o;o::g:...c-:----.-colno---o-a..‘ ’ . ’

id { )] 1RGIRZIA
—_I.hﬁ - ——
File No. Dated Application for | Natur
BL-3065 7=-20-560 License to cover C.P. (bP- | GRANTED
wee'd 7=21-60 authorized ngs in ¢ . . i
Filed 2.21-50 antenna system, ’

5=29=61 ground systems as auth in BL.795L(gr 8-17-60) Field me
R&F 5=29=bl | Wi BILE-NOv~ ASEI CGNED- e BP—d B85 7

m. - John H, MImq
SEE CARD m FOR AMENQFILE NO, BP-11400 REASSIGNED PER COMMISSION

ACTION 7-26=61 8% Bos
BP-15020 Be8-61 CP to install a new transmitter (RCA ETA-1R)
[AF HeGebfl
L-R? 9 31261 lLicansa to “over C P. (?P-l‘,’?"f}) Hht".‘h auth. r;u“::fl
R. & F. d=]13=6] the installation of a new transmitter.

FPCC - WASHMINGTON D. C.

Action
| 11=7-60

6-13-62
Phase Mon.,,
« ®qulp,,
n-DA proof,
shall accept
. received in
hfﬁghggiﬂlll‘l'?. Ve.



Form BC-121 M3

Aug. 1955

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

A)exandria, Virginia

File No. Dated Application for
BP-11,L00 (pm'd) AMENDED to install directional antenna(DA-D
AMENDMENT L-17-62 make chanpges in ground system; delcte remote
Rec'd *| Lh-17-62 control operation of transmitter,
Filed (ORDER) L-25-62

DOCKET # (14562 Atty, - McKenna & Wilkinson

i o S g | _ Engr, - John H, Mullaney
BlP-10,"1 Sl - od., of =11, ek ; By S

R. ~ -1 -

§-13-43

- . e = = -

Atty-Fckenna % Wilkinson

- - - - e - - & = *® o ® o ® * ® 5 o = = - -

ke to

NTED

- = o o |8 5 & 5 > = =




f14

Form BC-121

Aug. 1958

Name _RRAQHAC. . ARQARCASTING..CORPORALION
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters . WEIK....uurr..

...................................................

Action
File No. Dated Application for Nature | Date
* i it -
BME-10,936 | 4-23-63 | Mod. of CR(RL-L1,d00 ghich auch, inc. pr. RANTID | 7-30-45
Rec'd & F 4-26-63 new trans.§ ¥n 9 lége% cehﬁg;epﬁ éontrol cc.’:“.f Z] Sk £
transmitter (Bauer FB-5000J), make change Y ord Eeas. equip,
in DA system (one add. tower) and change in * & non-pA proof.,
ground system
FETITION FOR WAIVER OF SEC.1,354 AND ACCEFTANCE
OF APPLICATION (granted by order 6-26.47)
A‘ttyt McKenna & Wilkinson
bngr: John Mullaney SEE CARD ¢ 16 FOR iDMENT
AR=1232 6=25-63 Renewal of License
Rec'd 7-2-61 Main & Aux, GRANTED | 9-
Filed 7-2-63 By
BMP-10,975 7=-23=63 | Mod. of CP(BP-11,400, as modt _ﬂ:i;n—m:t:—j T T
10, > o e TR P '« IERANTED 9-30-63
R, & F, 7=25-£3 power, inst new trans,, cnanges in ground to 2-13-64

for ext. of completion date from 6-13-63 to

F.CC - WASHINGTOM. D. C.




Form BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
T T e

Call
Letters .. 0.1 AL,

Rame ..LOTCMAC BEOADCASTING CORFUMATIUA.......conenvveces
——ALLKANURIA, VILGINTA
Action

File No. Dated Application for Nature | Date

. — |
h"nP-ll,ISF. 1=-7=64 Mod. of CF (bF=1.,400 as mod which auth chgs [GRANTED 2-14-64
k& F 1-10-64 | in power & ground-sys; install new trans &

to| 8-1.64
UA-U; and delete hC, FUh ext of comp.etion |
date from 2-13-64 to

BMP-11, 28,

Mod of CF (BP-11,400 & WL, -|- - - -
FAF

&3 mod which auth incr | GRANTED | 8-13=64
pover; chg ground-sys; instell new trans &

DA-D; und delete hC, for ext comple date

from 2-1-€4 to

Atty: McKenna & Wilkinscn
sMP-11,437

- (;,r-ll,fa’"'O as mod ., wl
| g2t «witrh auth,{
RAF ( power,install new trans.and DA X

. =D,make chnp,
systm and delete reamote control) for

extension of compl.date from 2-1-65 to

—_—

. round

Alty: McKenna & Wilkinson

F.C.C - WASHINGTOM. D. C.




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradualy grew
into a large cardfile.  History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized
database in 1980 to track broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System
(BAPS). However, the Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new
system. Instead, it retained the History Cards in their original form — 3” by 5” filing cards — for
reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12% Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). The History
Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of microfiche exist), and the
original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on the microfiche as negative
images, like those you see above. Generaly, they have been left as negatives as those are often
easier to read.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilties, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they wil be of value to future researchers of radio station history.
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