


RS. 2U83 3ROLI'CASTING 87 110N LICENSE RECORD

g M

Date First licensed . 12-4=53

...............................................

WDON, INCORPORATED(VOL. AL L-29-70 gpp, 6 1= 70)
Name of licensee !EVERETT L, DILIARD tr/as COLERCIAL 1A Sy SNUALONT COME

Intersection of 495 & Sligo Creek Parkway, Wheaton, Md. (Daytime & CH oper. :idqfﬁgr 01;1)5,3? Zo
1on=CES1tEDAYTIME) 500' East of Brookeville Road on Talbot Avenue, Wheaton, 1 7
V site for (CH) 2647 University Boulevard, West, Wheaton, Maryland (Re-descot BZ-3-1-60)
Transmister locatioi 2647 Kensington—Wheaton Koad, “heaton, iaryland (CP 4-15-53)

..................................

-----------------------------------

=)

2647 University !‘lvd., wWest, Wneaton, Md, (Ltr,. 5-;3_éy)

X112 5 Georgia Avenue, Wheaton, Maryland(2IP & BS €14 -£1)
x Same as transmitter (Re-ducription BZ-3-1-60)

Main studio location®2647 Kensington-Wheaton _foad, Wheaton, Jaryland (CP 4- 15-53)
FCC-65 (Ide. 12-5-53)
Zip=-20902




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

————— e

=
e —— ——— - —

Appl. Date Time Period
Nn.l _ Issucd _ Freq. Power Div. ; From- To

e = 1 -

Day |6=15-53 12-15-5
CLAUSE
[9=7 3-7-54

BP=2085 4-15—53 1540kq 250w
G I . OKkD'*

: O ]l

UsS.
= 1€ IJI»L.-
,_. g 0-1 _10-1-57_

10-1 10-1-A0

P—— - = - — o —

armine operating nower by
gfnt of antenna power and
studjo_lpc, redescribed.

1=2 7-2-61
) increase
transgitter (GATES

néaw | LEF

1-19-61 | Mod. of CP(EMP$£256) to [change tyve
| _transajtter (REA BTA-1R),

rm— — ' — — — C—
T 1 1 -t '.‘1 + . HL""‘ ~ 8 ™
- .- . "D

-

am

-
— - - j— — — - - - - o ol ) — ) — - —

- -LlU- od, CP{mr-0. 1S wOa. )] for extension
| . .etdon getelto 1o=Jl3ol,

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ 'a F - -l llh 4@ . | L'=0. }L" L0 L"‘:L!"—""UI' U:
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IP-15381 | 3-7-62
ICP to rrnﬂ-*"l‘ "'?'T“l""f"d CP(PMP-6256 s mod,) which

lauth. inc) power %0 lkw ahd install new trans.
!{-L'-_r'\ Hmn—hH\
T_:: —* N =y . # 1[‘_ er I :-'1 » 1 AS 0O Ny * "
3 : relr - Ne 4 in powert and instl, of a
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— - - _—
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r—?orn BC 126 # 2
June 1954

BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first licensed Call letters "D O ¥

.....................................

Station location

Neme of licensee SVRRETT.L.DILLARD tr/as COMERCIAL RADIO EQUIPMENT COMPANY

Transmitter location

----------------------------------------------------------------

Main studgio location ......_.




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Timt Ptriod
No. Issued I'-‘req. I‘awtf Div From.- To
BR-2883 3-13-6& 1540ke | 1 kilo| Da =18 10<1-060

BZ-SI 5 L4=3=04 ly to deflermine operating power
gt measuyement of pntenna power.

(27 MIXES] TR 7P S— s —

.
BAL-6895 h-29 70 E
EBSA -12-
ASe an

BEEES?L 9-27-73 | Renewal] of Lice d 10-1-75

| ] Dlrect Measurer

BP- 20,165 l_i-l--._if:--?'t_ 1540khz. S5kw Paynor-CF) 10-25-78
CP to 1
v ol | . :

C. powWer. & chgd type trans.

-Iil;_h'.'ll‘ ”"-'.'l r _'-:.“."‘ "‘hid of CPLBE-20_165) O correct
conditions
BMP781010A) 12-7-78 |MP(BP-20,165, ag mod) for 5=31—79
y SBET A 1!-.\1:_. fti'n[‘ to

179 ) m\m. kW] Da on4CH) 5-20-80
lkw{C.H.)

_.*_ —— _;._

.

U
(=3

L L) J fl..gt :l-'_ r




BC- 126
June 1973

BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first licensed 5 Call letters . W DO N . ...

Station location

Name of liceasee . -o¢ Card #1

Transmitter location

Male Stusle 108RLIGR . .. .. ... A S o




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

W?%ZMQ 11-29-79 |SUPERSELIE TO C

M-310£29M 5.27=-81 |MP (BP- 165, . Mnd3
(2) for ext| of tim¢ to:
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Form A-170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
FORMERLY FCC Form 94 Call

Letters  New
Name EVERETT L, DILLAED TR/AS COMMERIIAL RADIO ECUIPMENT CQNPANY

--------------------

PO 810 International Bldg,, 1719 F. st., N.V., H‘aarinr*o D.0,

| Action
File No. Dated Application for Nature Date
BP-8685 | 11-12-52 Ponstruction permit for 2 new standard broad- | GRANTED | 4~15-53
Rec 'd 11-12-52 past station to be operated on: re blankpting & install-
Filed 12= 4-52 ouensy :-S40k3- 1540ke ation ofpuitable filetr
Power: 250w circultsag may be nec.
Hours of Operation: Daytime in antennh systems of NID
Trans, Location: 2647 Kensington-Wheaton Rd. | WTOP,WGAY, & any other
Wheaton, Maryland pertinen nearby stations
Studio locetinn: 2647 Kensington-ﬂhonton ﬂd{fo prevent cross-aodulati
: Wheaton, Maryland due to existence of

excessivel radiocation,
Edward F, Lorentz, &ngr,

Amend 3=17=53 AMENDED to charge freguency from 540ke to
Hec'd 3-18=53 1540ke.

Filed 3-18-53

F.C.C. - WABHINGTON, D. C.







-

v Form A-170

#2

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

FORMERLY FCC FoaMm 94 Call
Letters WDON
Name EVERETT L. DILLARD TR/IS COMMERCIAL RADIO EQUIPMENT COMPANY
f Action
File lio. Dated Application for Nature ate
BMP-6240| 6=17=53 Modification of construction perrit (BP-8685, GRANTED [l V=753
Rec'c 6-17=-53 which auth, a new stand-rd broadcast station ]Sun con s BP-8685 &
Filed 6=17=53 |to change type transmitter (Gomposite). | meas. re trans, operati
RP- 6,56 | 7-8-53 constru:tion permit (-m-ssas,*mymp 11-2-60
Rec'd 7-8-83 Wmm Cond'l : Permittee
Filed 7-8-53 etation) to change freouency from 1540kec to [ghall ac pt any interf.;
Permit shallbe respon
SEE ou CARD 43 iEE'“m oS358 h, °f Pfaa’s 25_3& of Rules 1f/° 13 forl the installa.
SEE CARD jtior Edward F, Iomntz Engr. tion and |ad justment.
Bl~-5117 8-2'?—53 License tc cover construction permit (3F ECF
Rec'd 9=-1-53 ng mod,} which suth, a new stand.ard broadsast imngf:k t:f;,.-inatall
; -
Filed 9-1-53 station, iation filter circuits or
other ip. as nec. in
nt. svs 'TOP WGAY

nd any t her near
stctions.to prevent
ss-modjlation.

FCC - WAlMINGTON. D. €




Form

FORMERLY FCC Form 94

A-170

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call

Letters ... . " DON
Name BSVERETT L. DILLARD tr/as COMMERCIAL RADIO EQUIPMENT COMPANY

~ Action
File No. Dated Application for Nature 1 Date
BR-2883 8=24=54 Renewal of License ’ =
Rec'd 8=31-54 J GRANTED | 9=22-54
Filed 8-31-54
I

BRP-6256 (

TINUED FRQ CARD #2)

GRANTED | 11-.2-60
A{ENDED 9-9-54 ILHEND‘D to delete request ot change frequency
Rec'd 9=9-54 and amended to request increase in power to

9-14-54  [lkw and to install new transmitter (GATES Bc-_itl_?_)_. S
] —WW Renewal of license, GRANTED 9=19-57

8-9-57

8-9-57 R s

1-7=60 Authority to determine operating power by GPANTED| 3.1-40

1-7:23 direct measurement of antenna power.

1-7

Comm, Radio Equip. Co., Engrs.

BR-2883 9-16-60 Renewal of license GRANTED l 11-2-6
Rec 'd&Filed 9=19-60 7.C.C. - WABHINGTON, D. C. J -




FoRm BC-121 #, APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Auc. 1955 Call WD ON
v
Name . EVERSTT L. DILLARD tr/as COMMERCIAL RADIO BQUIPMENT COMPRR®CTS -
WHEATON, MARYLAND :
Action
File No. _Dated Application for [ Na‘t Date
BMP-6256 Continued) J ;
PETITION FOR RECONSID ON AND/OK CLARIFICATION filed 11-15-60 b- Mdrks for Dpver
Broadcasting Co., P-13831 = 2-15-61 — GRANTED IN PART AND DENIED IN PART - LETT
OPPOSITION PETIT ION|FOR RECONSIDERATION AND/OR CLARIFICATION fi1l 11-23-6(1 by Wayland
for WDON
Tt T=0-01 WodITcation of C. P, (BMP-B258, which auth, GRANTED | 1-19.61
R & F 1-10-61 to increase power ~ install new trans.) to
ohge tyg_a trans, (R"! ""‘A-IR_)
oEiE T | 67261 | Hodi® cation of CP(TP-4 : nod, which anfh, =~ = e
et AP od 6-7-41 In;t:\“_‘_’_"* on new t;—.n transitter and incr.
) for cxtension corpletion da *_c from 7-2-41
w:,.or*i_r:_jt_m_, SHANTED | 7-10-61
BMP-9 -z- ] 12: 6; Mod of CP (BMP-6256 as mod which auth iner |;...r.0 27 .
BWR&?? 12-55:61 power and install new type trans) for extensjon lzjff_g; i
of completion date from 12-31-61 to 3-31-42.
FCC WASHING™ON D C© 1




Form BC-121  *5 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Aug. 1988 Call

Lettere ... .W.IDOKN. ...
Neame RVERETT L. DILLARD tr/as.COMMERCTAL.RAQIQ. EULPMENT. COMPANY
JH=ATON, MARYLAND

nosiiline
M
s

Aotion
File No. Dated

Agplicution for _faturo Date
BP-15,381 3-5-62 Constraction nerrit to rep

I nce expired CF GRANTED 3-7-62
R.&F, [3-5-62 (BMR_6256 as mod.) whch auth, increase powe
from 250w to lkw and install new trans.

gt (“CA BTA-1R)

.

BL-9223 I=T=62 Iic to cover BP(BP-1 5';:;-&' T R el et

o natn FE R,
F=Oeli2 which auth incr in power and insiallatio: GRANTED | 7-12-62
a new trarsnittier. COND'L

I

7-15-63 Renewsl of licence GRANTED | 3-183-54
7-19-63
7-19-63

GRANTED | 4-3-54
6-17=66 Renewal of License
6-20-66




’,—__

1540k
Fonn BC-121#6 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING s
Avg. 1955 Call g
WDON, INCORPORATED Letters HDOP" s
X_EVERETT L, DILLABD..Lr/an. COMMRRGIAL.RADIO EQUIPMENT COMPANY
Wheaton, Maryland
Action
File No. Dated | Application for | Nature Da.t.o
BE.6739 1/5/68 Auth, to determine operating power by direct| GRANTEL | 2-2¢-6€
R&F 1/:8’/68 s. of ant. power, j
DM.1/15/68 ;
FEB 2! *68
-2883 6=-23-69 Renewal of license 3 ) S
3 S =2l eb! \tty-Fisher, Warland, Duvall & Sout
S D L GRANTED | 9-25-69
file -2l -
7252 7]25/69 | Direct Meas. RANTED | Too7
R&F ?/29/69 ot
DM 8/5/69
= ‘,,:o:: : S Tl = - =~ ~ etster ~Y =~ = == =k
n\_,-FBg'B ﬁ‘_g Wlmﬂarngggagmen of""li't‘:ae:ja'egm B liEnis
é‘ﬁnm 24 #5548 £..5| ove rpayment ltq&ma‘- Wayland etc | EFF: | 6-1-70




Card #7

150khz
SO APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
September 1969 Call
WDON
um lncorporated T I e A A
Name X EVERE'I'I' l. DILLARD tr/as CGMERCIAL RADIO EQJIPHENT COHPAM
“hegsgns Hammd Lo L R O
| Action
File No. Dated Application for | Nature Date ;
9-30-70 |Annual license fee paid S$80.00 #633382
B —— 1 R
BZ-8053 9-10=71 Direct Measurement G F27-73
R&PF 9=14=71 issued wijth renewal
DM 9-17-71
PRESS Y 3¢ 1872
BR-288 "B=22 - e DN
5 &zg 3 2 i; ;g Renewal of License RANTED | 9_39_.730
o i ed with BZ-
PtNo 6.28-72 Attyo: Charl(‘b V. ”ﬂyland o o w[i 53
PRESS AMENDED 8-28-72 re: programming all
S ) AMENDED 11-22-72 re: employment policy |
AMENDED 3-16-73 re: statement on employment /
PI'OBI.'&III |
W AN DS G A GED | SR AN GEEES G | S S S — — -, S e S —— A, GRS G S S S—" . - f- ———————
10-11-73 Vo"tm bary transfer of control of lic corp fro
31?-5%9 11-2-73 Everett, L. Dillard, (i nda.vidua.l’ % Sandra tGR;:::E 6-28- 74
2 - - ’ . to gatt G T FEE: $8500. 0
FEE FD: $1090 #2L6626 RHHIRd 5auncgy o (Rota1 '8 niner cntldren) | ?
CODE OL47 e origon Communications Corporatien SEE OVEH) 33497 8-15-7
PUB. NOTICE hnlqh&b-‘z‘i’ A o PRI ote —) 518t




BC-7289 - AMENDED L-15-7) - bank ltr of explanation
Agreement re bank ldan filed 5-6-7)

AMENDED 6-13-7l; (transferee) - financial data; pledge
agreement chged;




8

Form BC- 121

Seaiab s (e APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

1540 khz

Call
Letters .WDON

o R e T s e A N SR
WHEATON, MARYLAND

[ Act fon
. File No. Dated Application for | Nature | Date
BR-2883 5-29-75 RENEWAL OF LICENSE T TG BT R

R&F 6-2-75 M.R.Leader,Atty, GRANT ED !.4-9-80
PN Recd. 2 ; Cond't rp: EEO
PRESS JUL 9 m AMENDED 10-14-76 re: programming

e vy (Over)

BP-20.165 11-26-75 construction permit to inc. dayr.ime/power ,GRANTED g
Rec'd’ 11-26-75 | to Skw, retain lkw/crifical hours .. 10-25-77
Filed and change type transmitter: Gates MW-5 ’

$200-502513{ 11-26-76

AC-001 Atty: Vernon L, Wilkinson

$200-509145 12-12-75| Eng. Robert L. Purcell ’

AC-OO]. MLu ‘o ( om )
PN REC'd 12-29-75
8-3122 7-51=76 Direct Measurement
R&F  8-174 »

DM | 9-390-74 | DISMISSEDP AS MOOT 5-4-79
PRESay 1 4 P76 Soleir! See BZ78]01AE




BP-20,165
PETITION TO DISMISS OR DENY filed 8-6-76 by Ermest Yenness for WIOP & WCTR,

OPPOSITION TO REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME filed 10-6-76 by Paul J. Berman on behald of WCTR
REPLY TO OPPOSITION FOR EXT,

OF TIME filed 10-13-76 by Vernon L. Wilkinson on behalf of WDON.

RESPONSE BY WDON TO PETITION TO DENY filed 12-15-76 by Vernon L. Wilkinson on behal
OF WDON, 1nc.

ed 11-3&-776 re: Sec. 301, Sec. lll‘lv-A Sec, V:&. chg. TL 5 n=_0 neratinn 4o ? mi E
' e n‘ . '-‘ ....'4 - ) __;-_q"_;" — E ew e
Amended 1-31- rm—:::a"lft Vith wlat fon AHoP - n
Amended 1-26-77 re: Station WCTR has no objection to the WDON APPLICATION
Informal Objection Major Environmental impact statement

Amended 9-126 77 re: Engineering, Sec. VA crﬁg'.,’TL to: 500! East of Brookeville Rd.

Talbot Ave., Wheaton, Md. 39° 00' 14" 779 02' s59v

Amended 9-22-77 re: Affidavit that Ykw CH operation is from present si g
Amended R & F 3-7-77 re: ;

PETITION FOR ENVIROBMEI#TAL I I
Amend Rec'd 6-30-77 re: Environmental Statement | Engm:z:ft s aeat

(BR-2883) SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION filed 5-31-78 as an amendmerr:g ff taerxdin,a_'
renewal application. (Vernon L. Wilkinson, Atty.) JUN 12 1’378

on

PETITION TO DENY AND TO INTERVENE filed 9-1-78 by Office of Human Rights of the
District of Columbia

PETITION TO INTERVENE filed 9-1-78 by D.C., Media Task Force

MOTION TO STRIKE PETITION TO INTERVENE filed 9-15-78 by Forbes W. Blair, Counsel on behalf
of Seven Locks Broadcasting Company




1540khz,
;‘""lgf;-”' #9 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Call WDON
Letters
WDON, INCORPORATED
RABO  wiiivistomvaniumios st chbd s S
¥ Wheaton, Maryland o $
Act
File No. Dated _ =~ _ Application for Nature Date
BMP-14 545 1-5-78 Modification of construction permit v - 7=
R&F 1-10-78 (BP-20165) to change transmitter site of (See comgel of same date)

PRESS FEB < s 1978 critical hours operation to: 500' East of

Brookeville Road on Talbot Avenue, Wheaton,
Maryland. -
399 00* j4" 77 02' 59"

| Atty: Vernon L. Wilkinson

| 3-23-78  |PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION AND REQUEST FOR ALTERNATE| RELIEF AND —
| FOR STAY OF CONSTRUCTION DUE TO UNLAWFUL AUTHORIZATION|PENDING SUCH

| REQUISITE FCC RECONSIDRRATION TO REMEDY MANIFEST INJUSTICE AND ACTION
CONTRARY TO THE PUBBIC INTEREST FILED BY JAMES M. WITZMAN, ESQ.

3-23-78 URGENT PETITION FOR STAY OF ERRONEOUS AND UNLA
COMMI :
GRANTING CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FILED BY JAMES M. WETZMAN BE4Y ACTION
L=3=T78 DPPOSITION TO WWDC'S UNTIMELY PETITION FOR INSIDERATION AND SPAY OF
CONSTRUCTION FILED BY WDON ATTYS (VERNON L. WILKINSON, ESQ.)

P.C.C. . WABHINGTON. D. C | (OVER




X ORI X T XX TR XHNEEX

XOO0RK TR X R R E TR RO EX ¥ XE A0 XN X

4=4=T8 SUBSTITUTE PAGE 7 FOR ANY MISSING COPIES. TO OPPOSITION FILED /4-3-78.

4,=-6-78 REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO REPLY FILED BY WWDC(AM) & FM. ATTYS.
JOHN M. WEITZMAN, ESQ.

4=14-78 PARTIAL OPPOSIRION TO REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO REPLY FILED BY WDON Atty
Vernon L. Wilkinson,.

5-1-78 REPLY TO WDON'S "OPPOSITION TO WWDC'S UNTIMELY PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATRON AND
STAY OF CONSTRUCTION FILED BY (WWDC and WWDC-FM)




#10

PRESS (0) AUG 2 5 my9

1540KHz
::;“J;i'“' APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Call
Letters . ¥.DON
Name .WRON. .INCORPORATED e L
WHEATON, MARYLAND
Action
File No. Dated Application e Nature Date
81019AJ MP (BP-20,165,as Mod.) for Extension of ~ORANTED 4~ =i 7S
S INOV 9 1978 time to: 4-25-79 (FOR CHNAGES) ASTTR®: S Eg:%_m
101 Direct Measurement
R&F 10-11-78 cRANTfD 4-9-80
o™ 11-1-78 p issued with BR-2883
PRESS Atty. Vernon L. Wilkinson
BMP790724AQ Mod. of CP (BP-20,165) to chg. TL to:

Intersection of 495 & Sligo Creek Parkway, .
Wheaton, Maryland during Daytime & CH Gr. 11-29-79
Operation.

39° 00' 50" 77° o1' 46"

Atty., Vernon L. Wilk4nson (McKenna,Wilkinson|[& Kittne#)

F.CC. - WASMINGTOMN. D. C.



BMP-781019AJ-PETITION TO DENY filed 12-6-78 by James Weitzman on behalf of CAPITOL
BROADCASTING C®™MPANY

12-19-78 WDON'S OPPOSITION TO WWCD'S PETITION TO DENY filed by Vernon Wilkinson on behal f
of WDON, INC.




APPLICATION RECORD-BROADCASTING
1540KHz . Call Lefters: W DON

Nome: WDON, INCORPORARED

Station Location: WHEATON, MARYLAND

File No. Date

Description

BMP&QO402AJ / MP (BP-20,165, as Mod.) For Extension of GRANTED 5-23-80
PRESS (0) PY 19 m‘rime to: 10-1-80 (FOR CHANGES)

Action and Date

10 11-20-80

' Atty, Vernon L. Wilkinson (McKenna,Wilkinson & |[Kittner)

BL-810312AB lic. to cover (BP-20165 as mod.) for Chgs. ’
R&F 3-12-81 |

Atty: Vernon L. Wilkinson (McKenna, Wilkinson

& Kittner)
e 5198\ |
s WAR o 30-81 |Re: Section II-A para. 8: Overall height in
Amended b= red above ground without obstruction light

should be 240

-1 Pg. 4
Section 1I-A Pg. 2 Exhibit E-1 Pg :
revised schematic diagram for WDON /MGAY

Common antenna diplexer.

Form BC.)2]
March 1979




#12 APPLICATION RECORD-BROADCASTING
Coll Letters: WDON

Nome:  WDON, , INCORPORATED

Station Location: WHEATON, MARYLAND

File No. Dote Description Action and Date
BMP-810429AJ MP(BP-20,165 as mod.) for extension of time to: GRANTED: 5-27-81
PRESS: () (FOR CHGS. ) TO:  6-30-81
MAY| 26 1981
Atty - Vernon L. Wilkinson
BR810512UA ENEWAL OF LICENSE 7 -5 - /
erEss JUb 8 198 tty. Vernon L, Wilkinson = s

(OVER) (')f'r' W )

BAL810706HU : | vor AL to MARYLAND LOTUS corP.” :

Form 314 L-2Y-Z/
PRESS Jub 10 lagy Atty 1ts'm- assignor Vernon lsﬂ.lkinson

PN filed 7-7-81 Atty for assignee Jerome S. Boros

Form BC.)21
Mearch 1979




(BR810512UA) PETITION TO DENY AND TO INTERVENE f1led
9-1-81 by National Black Media Coalition, D.C. Media
Task Force & Pluria W, Marshall.

MOTION TO AMEND IN PART AND TO WITHDRAW IN PART f'iled

9-22-81 by National Black Media Coalition y D.C. Media
Task Force & Pluria W. Marshall.




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradualy grew
into a large cardfile.  History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized
database in 1980 to track broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System
(BAPS). However, the Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new
system. Instead, it retained the History Cards in their original form — 3” by 5” filing cards — for
reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12% Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). The History
Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of microfiche exist), and the
original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on the microfiche as negative
images, like those you see above. Generaly, they have been left as negatives as those are often
easier to read.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilties, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they wil be of value to future researchers of radio station history.
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