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BS 1582 SROADCASTILG STATION LICENSE RECCRD

Date first licensed 9=19 Call letters ... "X AL

'l ‘l e 7 .
Station lLoecations ¢

WKAI BROADCASTING COMPANY (AL 6-11-53) EFF:
Name of licensee ... x THE.MACOMR.BEOADCASTIIC COUALY

Along US Bvy 67, 1,95 mi. N of N city 1limits of Macomb, Illinois &GPBE:-;

1
Transmjtter locationxll. 5. Foute #67, “. of city limite, Near Macomb, Illinoia. (MP5-22-47) .

tLi-'o "';.. —e /

6/4(5’ 119 West Carrcll, Radio Centre, Mecomb, Illinois(Lir. 3

Miin stodio location X113 E. Carroll Street, Macomo Illinois. (MP 5-22-47)

FCC 65




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

e -— —— — -
APD’- Date Tlm!' Period

No. Issued l-‘req‘ Power Div From- To

—— — R "

A

W-P=4887 1-23-47| 1510 | 250w [ Daytime
Letter d-26-4L7 - CP for n¢w stati¢n granteq subject to
filing MP for |approval of T sifje and antenna
L Daytime [7-22 1-22-48
4387)fo approvgl of an gnna, changes in

— — - —— i — —

B.C-1755 7-21-54 | Vol. achuisition of neg:

EFF -;__18-11-,_,& both D Fdward
BR=1582 |_8-18-54 (1310 _ (220w _

aTC-1953 [4-27-55 | Vol. acquisitio
TEF‘F. . 2-5‘1 b" A ._}_ aut_

=3=55 | Renewal jof licease 12-1 12-1-58
6-11-58 |Voluntary assigmment of lPL'EHEE to
i-lI\AI Bropdcastir ':nmpan:,I_

| . |

of negative control




Form BC-126

June 1954
BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first licensed ..........coommiieeiieocacnnn. Call letters .. WK A L. ... .. ...

Station location

Name of licensee ... Ses Card #1--

VR e L e T S e A I UL o

Main studio location .. ..




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

_— -

Appl l‘.‘llt* I |'ime 1€ s
No, [ssued Freg Powet [t From- To
BP-12126 | B-6-58 | 1510kec| 250w D 110-6  4-6-
'L:P tl:} 1n5 I.ll L .FI"-‘ i,_'"‘h-" r:. ] f 4 - L .I -

— _

D Rﬂ 1 11=7 12=]1=58

License tp cover CP BP-13,126 which authorized
ion of & new type transmitter (GATES EC-

5 | RN OF TIpErTy | TeT 1A

Wire Sion-ofiff 6:05 BM CST perfiod ending
9=30-57 except for sngpiul events,

f [license tp change Remote

BRC=17 438 | 0 MHodificakion

| L}
[} " . A ¥ - . | ] = - % wu 5 & ue F -
. . o i - " ' F | W Lk H ! o A 9
i
L # - L]
- - w = s L B ® ,
I i L] - 4 '_ = bl | r’ il -

-— . e e

Wire
4=24, and ending-lﬂbzz—éD excopt

for special events,

™ -‘-'1 ‘34: | 1 '---L . .: L -"h-r.. . H L‘r" - i - -

. —
*-

BP-13902 51“52 1510nc1ku-250u Day (CH) ?-11; 1-14-63

increase er axcn
eritical houru)Pa" inn

(GATES BC41T)

f'."' e '_... =l l._.l- L S ul l'll rl l "-'In-yn »

- =" ™ .

anani ter

BL-9594 10-26-63 1510kc| 1kw=-250  Daj 1 10=26 12-1-6bl
Lic. to gover CF|(BF=13,902) which auth, incr.

| power and instl. new trans, ]

BL-9687 7-11=63 | 1510kc lkw-250wAux.alt.M - 12=)=6L
- ) L 1

Lic. Lo upe ol;ﬂuntrm=. {m“_.i"‘- 50T)

nain trang. loc. operated on 1510Kc,250w for Aux,
urp. Only, -,:.Ft._i“..tx lesig. Alt. Mdin trans. during
K wit C from studlo

BR-10B2 | 11-9-0L nenaual of Li¢ense 12=1 12= =57




Form BC 126
Juno 1954

i3

Date first 13censed .....oooooeeoecneccrannnss GRiitlietiers WA AL

Station location ..................... ST TE -

BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Name of llcensee ... SER.CARR. IXeceeeeeenee et

TransmILLEr JOCRLION ...........oooeeceamsoceneceraraesmococasssamesssoanasassasnmeasansaaaseesscsss sasees cossemsnssssemsanssnsnsnnnns senn s nsases

Main studio 1ocation ... eceecee cencaee




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl.

No.

m 11-2 -T'i RENEWAL |OF MAIN| & AUX-ALT.

BR-ISHZ(I
BR=1582(L)

BR-

790730UIKS}

B

S — —

Dltr

lssued Power

Freq.

e —

Time l‘rrlot‘

] From  To

('t.*.!.fuil'. Yainir Iy

(4 SN2 15-1-7

) H 3
N. 12-1-73

12-1-T€

ll-l.‘.'l-?ﬁ RENKWAL (MAIN)

RENEWAI} (ALT.

11=15=76

RENEWAL VvF

= 3[]-?

ICENSE

AUX.)

le-1-8¢2




Form 94 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Call B R
Letters x NZW
Name THE MACONE BROADCASTING GCL.PANY
(P.0. 119 North Rendolph St., Kncomb, I11.) B
Action
File No. Dated Application for Nature = Date
B4_P=4887 b=16=46 Construction Permit for r» new stendnrd bron Docket|No. 7765
Rec'd 5=27-40 enst station to be operated on: Granted yithouthearing
Filed Bem27=46 Freguency: 4%5#8-ye 1510 ke 1-23-L7
Power: 250w subject [iling
Hours of Operation: Desytime only. approval jof T site
Trans. Locstion: To be determined - Macomb, |anten:
Illinois. Lettep 2-26-.7
Studio Locntion: Sexe.
(Filed by Frank Stollenwerck, Atiy.) -
AMBED | 21-20-¢6 | AENIED to changs frequessy frem 1520 ko so | (2700 VU MP 2626
Reed. 18-5-46 1510 ke
Tiled 12-13-46




Grtes 250=C Transmitter

Yred Crimwood (Engr) St. Louls




#2

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

equipment, for approval of transmitter loca-
tion at U.S. Route #67, E. of City Limits,
Near Macomb, Illinois and to specify studio
location as 113 E. Carroll Street, Macomb,
Illinois.
(Frank Stollenwerck, Atty. - Fred O.
Grimwood, Engr.)

Call
Letters WK A I
Name THE MACOMB BROADCASTING COMPANY L e
= Action =
File No. Dated & ______Mpplication for Nature Date
BMP-2626 3=12=47 Mod. of C.P. (B4=P-4387, which authorized a |[GRANTED | 5-22-47
Rec'd 3=17-47 new standard broadcast station) for approval
Filed 3-17=47 of antenna, to make changes in transmitting




Form 94

"

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters VEKAI
Name ‘THE MACOMB BROADCASTING COMPANY
B Action
File No. | Dated | ~— Application for Nature |  Dat
EL=2544 6-20-47 |License to cover C.P, (B4-P-4887, as mod.,) SRANTED [ 9=19=4"
Rec'e 7-2-47 which auttorized a new standard broadcast er 3.¢
Filed 7-2=-47 station,
and '
BZ-2364 6=20-47 Authority to determine operating power by
Rec'd 7-2-47 direct measurement of antenns power.
Tiled 7-2-4"7
(Frank Stollenwerck, Atty.) j
BR-1582 2=26-48 Renewal of license GRANTED |
Rec'd =148 / D / 4-27-48
BR=1582 2=-26-51 Renewn] of License e :
Rec'd 3 ==Ly A 2




Form A-170 1 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
. Call
ForRMERLY FCC FoRMm 94 Let:;ers TEAT
Name . THE MACOMB BROADCASTING COMPAAT
A "
RileiNo: | Dateactisarugeite ™ spplication for
BTC-1189 9-5=51 Voluntary transfer of control of licensee CRANTE] 10-17-51
Rec'd 9=12=51 corporation by James C, Bailey, Dorothy C. ger, | 11-7-51
Mled 9=12-51 Bailey and Lyle E. Landis to #illiam E, ' ;
Schone, Dr. Bdward Schons, Theodore L.
Cock and Charles o>, Harris through esale of |
150 shares of stock (100%) - ,
| |
Samuel Miller, Atty. 5’ ‘f
BEP- 8812 4-21-53 Construction permit to change transmitter IGRANTED | B-15-53
Reo'd 4-24-53 | location from U,S, Route #67 E, of city limits
Filed 4-24-53 | Nr., Macomd, Illinois to Along U’.S. Hwy. #67,
1,95 Miles North of North City Limits of
Macomd, Illinois.
Samuel Miller, Atty. .J
J. E, Hyde, Engr, .' r'




#5
Form A-170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

ForMmERLY FCC ForMm 94 Call

Letters ¥WEAI
Name .. THE MACOMB BROADCASTING COMPANT

f Act

File No. Application for te
BI-5087 | 7= License to cover construction permit (HP-8813)GM”E 8-21-5.3
Rec'd which auth, change in transmitter lcoation.

Filed

Samuel Miller, Atty,
Pred 0, Grimwood & Co., Inc., Engrs,

BR-1582 Renewal of License
Rec'd Filed by Samuel Miller, Atty.

Filed

¥odificati n of license to onerate transm' ttie
by rempte cnntrsl from 113 East Carroll, St..| GRa T "

Filed Ly Samuel Miller, Atty. @ranted 8 18-54)

BTC=1755 Voluntary acquisition of negative control by | 1
Rec'd both Dr. Edward Schons and William E, Schons |
Filed thru purchase of stoeck from Charles S, |

Harris and 5 others,
SAmuel iller, Atty,

GRANTED | 7-21-54
EF’F:; 8-11-54

WASHINGTON D C.




#6

Form A-170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
ForMERLY FCC Form 94 Call
Letters . WKATI
Name THE MACOMB BROADCASTING COMPANY
= 5 | ~ Action
File No. Dated ___Application for Nature Date
BTC=1953 | 3=3-55 Volumtary sequisition of megative control | GRANTED | 4=27-55
Filed 4=1=55 purchase of 75 shares of stock from Villiam
E. Schome and Fdward Sehons, | |
ok ———amuel Aillar, Atty. J ]
BR-1582 9-0=55 Renewal of license
Reed S 13=55 Samuel Miller, Atty. GAANTED| 11=9=55
Flled G=15-55 ‘
BP=11,239| 4-10=57 Construction permit to change frequency fromDIMISSED 7-17-58
Rec'd 4=12-57 1510ke to 1250ke; change power from 250w to | Order - “ocket 12440
Filed 4=12=57 1kw; install directional antenna(DA=D) and

new transmitter (RCA BTA 1MX); make changes
in antenna and pground systems and delete
remote control point,

Atty. - Samuel Miller
Engr. - Lynne C. Smeby

rcc

. WASMINGTON. D. C.




Form BC-121 47 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
WKAT BROADCASTING COMPANY Letters ... " K
Name X THE MACOMB BROADCASTING COMPANY | o

AuvG. 1955

| Action
File No. Dated i > Application for

Nature Date

£-13-58 |Voluntary assignment of license to "is | GRANTED | 6-11-58
Broadcasting Comrany. EFFs |

Samiel Miller, Atty.

BP-12,126 Construction permit to install a new tvpe
Rec'd

transmitter (GATES BC-250T).
Filed

Atty; Kirkland, Fleming, Green, Martin &
R o 3 Ellis (Peroy H. Russell)
BR-1582 Renewal of License,
Rec'd

Flled Percy H, Russell, Atty.

ree WASHINGTON. D. C.




_———

Form BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
#8
Aug. 1955 Call
Letters . i .1
Name -lm chsen h&t“l“-nl-h.-uhci fl:':: Festrasrssessssss s s nns A SR ——
| _iis‘-_.t I
File No. |  Dated £ Application for Natur .
BL=7219 -26=58 License to cover c.p, JP=12,17% - | GRANTED | 11-7-58
lec'd =058 rized installation of ar ' t) ttor |
Filed -29-58 (GATES BC-250T). /
Attw's: Kirkland, Ellis, Jolson, ] at | _,
l.asters | J

-

iy o5 (=) e
aﬁe cgggfiaucg inte

AT e

9 Sec

BP-13,902| 2-10-60 Construction Permit to increase power from
Rec'd 2-11-60 250w to 1kw (except during critical hours

Filed 2-11-60 M%ld:cp.e?ga#s itter L(E%:SZBB& -1T)

AMENDMENT | 5-15-1 .\ ' 0 h1and, Ellis, Hodson , Chaffetz & Masters

‘_gms-uwl : Eng. - Carl Jones

HRC-1548 2860 Modification of license to change Remote
Ree'd e 31=60 Lant.:' 1 Point fromll3§ East Carroll Street, GRANTED b=le50
Filed - J1-60 [Mac :;. [1linois to 119 West Carroll Street,

2'1-,-.' 108

LL1NJ1S ]

| | I

rF.cc wasMinGTON. D. G




et~ i m 2

Percy H, Russell
Robert D, Wille

Atty:
Engrs

F.C.C - WASMINGTON. D. C

Fonm BC-121 19 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Aug. 1955 Call
Letters ......nW.K.A.1.
Name ... WKAL BROADCASTING COMPANY........oooecirciciicnircossainnenninnssancnsacsanc
Macomb, Illinois
Action
File No. Dated Application for Natur i Date
BR=1582 9-9-51 Renewal of License, JRANTED | 1lel<6]
R. & F. 9=12-61 Atty: Aloysius B. McCabe |
IN RE BP-13, ﬁ """""""""""""" w7 0
MOTION TO D PRE-SUNRISE CONDITION filed 8-14-62 by Percy Rusaell or WKAI GRANTHD 1I
I'ILQT J'“ 4)3 IH) ; obd 9"" —s - LL..._';‘L
s L S e e N e T I i Ja":.iffﬂa_!ﬂ_____
BL-9594 8=16-62 License to cover -P (EP-13,902) which aut! GRANTED | 10-26-62
R. & F. 8-20-62 incr. power and install a new transmitter,



710

Form BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Aug. 1955 Call g
Letters ....K AL
Nage WKAT BROADCASTING COMPANY
.'.......qmm:..nmm.................l’ .................................................
Action
File No. Dated Application for | _Nature Date
RL-9687 0-12.62 Lic to use nld main *rans(JiT= '.250T) at | GRANTED | 2-=11-63
R.&F. 021762 main trans. loc, to be operated nn 1510ke,250w
for Auxiliary Furposes only,Daytime(desicnated
as an alt. main trans, durins critical hours
with remote control from studir,
Atty:Rirkland,”1lis,Hodson,Chaffetz & Mastersg
¥ -BE-ISBZ- 7-24-64 Renewal of license---(Main & Alt-Aux, Main) =
Rec'd 7-28-64 RANTED | 11-9=64
Filed 7-28-64 Atty. Aloysius B. McCabe
BZ.5997 5/5/66 Auth. to determine operating power by direct |- K
R&F 5/5/66 meas. of antenna power. (Main)
Attys: Kirkland, Fllis, Hodson ete.
BZ2-5998 5/18/66 Auth. to determine operating power by direct 5
R&F 5/23/66 |meas. of antenna power. (Aux/alt-main)
Attys: Kirkland, Ellis etc.
F.CC - WASHINGTON. D. €.




Form BC-121

AuG. 1955

WKAL

#11

BROADCASTING COMPANY................

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Call
Letters ...

SR e inaRAsRaRdsssassaas

MACOMB, ILLINOIS

WK4l

File No.

Dated

|

Application for

Act

ion

BR=1582
R&F

SEP L4 1967

PN Recd.
PRESS

0C7 1

Annual fil
Combined w
BR-1582
R&F
PN Recd.
PRESS

187¢

9167

Renewal of license (Ha}n & Aux.-Alt, Main)
Atty{ Ervin C. KramoW(Kirkland,Ellis,Hodsonetc.)

dhjhftﬁJ
E.G.Krasnow,Atty,(Kirkland,El1lis,Hodson)
AVMENDED 11-13-T0 re: programming

RENEWAL OF LICENSE (MAIN & AUX.-ALT.MAIN) P —

GRANTED n

_Egture T-_ Date

| 11=2L<6

"11-30-71

Ing fee 589;F0 paid 11-16-70 #644064 & 644065. Credit $44.80 to 1971 fees,
| th .

8-23-73
8-29-73

ﬂqﬁﬁlmﬁ

11-28-73




1510 ke

#12
Form BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
May 1976 Call
12-47 Letters W KA I
Name WKAL.BROARGASTING. COMPANY . ...covooriiicieianae
MACOMB, ILLINOIS
Action
File No. Dated Application for Nature | Date
BR- 1582 7-20-76 | RENEWAL OF LICENSE (MAIN & AUX.-ALT.MAIN) RANTED | 11-15-76
R&F 7-26-76
PN Recd. b AMENDED 11-€- rogramming
PRESS OCT ¢ ©7
= == === = =~ ~I'IAX CERTIFICATE ISSUED B-6-79 PURSUANT T0 SEQ. 1071
(re divesture of newspaper) (COM{. ACTICN 8-1-79)
BR790730U1 Renewal of License
FRESS  SEP|1 4 1979 Atty.: James R. Bayes }GRANTED/ 11-30-79
izf&'} e DIRECT MEASUREMENT GRANTED | 8-29-8
pRr_r;éWG 1p 1980 Atty: James R. Bayes(Kirkland & Ellis)




4 K & T = AECORD OF DENIAL OF INFORMAL AZPLICATIONS

Telegrim 9-11=47 to opr. from £:00 pm, CST to end of

BS-1582

Mncomb hich school and college footlalil games,
Sep 12, 19, 26, Oct. 3 & 4, 1947, to b/c said
rames only. X

2=13=48 To opr., add'l time from 8:00 pm, C°T,
to conclusion of local high school
and college basketball mames February
12, 14, 17, 12, 20, 24, March 2, 2, 4,
5, and 6, 1948, in order to broadcast

- o~ y 7
-—-—_-&-—-—M -‘—i—bﬁ = A —— S S ———

W —

| ——— -




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradualy grew
into a large cardfile.  History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized
database in 1980 to track broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System
(BAPS). However, the Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new
system. Instead, it retained the History Cards in their original form — 3” by 5” filing cards — for
reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12% Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). The History
Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of microfiche exist), and the
original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on the microfiche as negative
images, like those you see above. Generaly, they have been left as negatives as those are often
easier to read.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilties, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they wil be of value to future researchers of radio station history.
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