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LETTERS
Clatskanie needs an FM
station

More than a decade ago,
the Federal Coinmunica-
tions Commission (FCC)
allotted an FM frequency to
Clatskanie, 92.9 MHz. A
broadcast company, Thresh-
old Communications, now
holds a construction permit
to build the station.

However, Threshold now
wishes to move the fre-
quency to Napavine, Wash.
If Clatskanie loses this FCC
allotment, we will likely
never have the opportunity
to have an FM station that
specifically serves Clats-
kanie.

The public is allowed to
comment to the FCC on a
procedure, such as moving
the frequency from Clats-
kanie. Mayor Diane Pohl
has written an eloquent
letter to the FCC pointing
out that unlike Napavine,
we are far from the nearest
city, Longview. The sta-
tions there serve that area,
as required by the FCC.
Clatskanie news and events
are almost never mentioned
on those stations.

A station licensed
to Clatskanie would be
similarly required to present

news and events exclusive
to Clatskanie and the sur-
rounding area. In the event
of a destructive windstorm,
flooding, ice or snow, fires,
disasters, etc., residents
would learn of them on
92.9 FM. Should there be
road closures, emergency
shelters available, safety
procedures, all-points bul-
letins from police, etc., the
citizenry would be able to
hear the news on the radio.

The FCC values serv-
ing the city with larger
population. Napavine has
roughly 60 more people to
serve. However, as Mayor
Pohl noted, Clatskanie will
benefit from more than $1
billion spent by the newest
company at Port Westward.
With the families that will
move to the area, there
may be hundreds of people
added to the population.

As important as anything
else, we, the residents in
and around Clatskanie,
will benefit. Although the
programming is up to the
station owner, imagine
being able to hear updates
on local sporting events,
or sound bites, or even
CMHS gaines on the radio,
should the station own-
ers want to do that. Local

organizations may have
announcements broadcast
about upcoming events or
fundraisers, such as the Boy
Scouts, Booster Club, and
many more. Local churches
may wish to publicize
special services, outreach
or other information you
would never hear on a
Longview/Kelso station.
Remember they have their
own city to cover, and we
would have a station that is
required to serve the needs
of Clatskanie.

As soon as possible,
please mail a letter to
the FCC telling why you
think Clatskanie needs an
FM station, in your own
words. That is what the
FCC wishes to hear, from
the citizens. It must be sent
SOON. Please use the ad-
dress below:

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications
Commission
Attn: Michael Wagner,
Room 2-A523, Andrew
Rhodes, Room 2-A460
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Thank you.
Carol Brandt

Claiskanie
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