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1 CROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

EELO tm-u-sal
Date first licensed 10=32<0F s Call lotters XX G 8 8

FR LOCATICY : SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA

'I‘

MIDCONTINENT BRUATCASTING €O, (AL 8-23-48, EFF! 9«19<46)
e of licensee X SIOUX FALLS BRCADCAST ASSOCIATION, INC.

Approx. £ mi, ZE of Ffloux Fulls, JSouth Darkcta, (CP 4«=30=47)
x Elghway #16, West of Sloux Falls, Sout h Inkota (L1c.2-5<46) not a mcve -

xHB} of tho NG of Se0e 24 TWPe 1;1 Range 50 W, (Lize 10=12= -27) ﬂg“fﬁ Ht?,_
Transtmitter loeation Three miles West ﬂ'f Sioux Falle, South mt‘ (ﬂ P4 MP M}

R Pilirsy Eighth, Slobx Fills, South Dakota( "LiF. 5-747)

X 203 Nerth Phillips Avenve, Sioux Fulls, .-"’ Dukota, (CP 4=30-47)

"Prillipe Avenue at Eighth, S1oux Fells, South Dakota (1tr, 5-7-47)

. g
317 S5« P 4..-1..er Ave., Sloux ?«.lh' e Le {u;i}- 1:—1-.' "':!

Joeation 319 South Phillips Avemue, Sioux Falls, South Dakota (CP & 1 5 4-37)

LN T TAES TR ST T L




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

s .I'l PElERy
Arri, Ihare Farg. - — ;:“L
No. lssvin _ i - To

Le‘tnr S="0=36 | 1200 100w U Subj.R. 121,132
§=P<696 Bff.10=20-36 & lub Trons.bite to b deter,
C.P._fbr new stqtion at Bioux Falls, South Dekota. _

B4-P-696 5-4-37 | 1200 100w | U P-4 1-4-38

.HA-IP—C; t‘-.‘!.f?E new station. | !

for nﬂul of trans.pite & sntenna.
sent enna of Station K500 when
i ,
B4-L-6B7 10412=37 [ 1200 | 100w | Uy  [10-12 £-1-38
1L1&. Lo E{nvar C-I:. for 'm_'-!r station

B4-R-940 | 5-11-38 | 1200 | 100w U | 6-1 12-1-28

- —— f— e e

R-940 | 11-21-38 1200 | 100w _ U 121 §=1-39

Ba-P-2008 1-24-39 1200 100w, 250w-LS U 3-24 3-24-39

C.P. lmﬂﬂlﬂ' power and install new trans.
B4-1-917 '3-13-39 1200 [100w,250w-IS U 3-13 6-1-29

%2 cover C.P. to 155;,;&15;; new trans.
R-940 5-8-39 1200 100.,250w-LS U 6€-1 12-1-39

. w =5

' 9-6=39 ' 1200 250w i 9~ 12-1-39

ise to

! Mod.C
- /Use p

-mn (L1709 | . 250w | U 12-1 10-1-40

r—'l._ 1 L ,"_'_.- ' I

_--'---"".'-'_H"" o o . ——————

.ﬂ.? Extensipgn of .Iﬂ.q-nﬂl 5 —10/1/40
3110740 Extension of llc = 250/ 4)

 11-26-40/ 1200 = zSOw U N1-28 7w29-41
|D-3ter‘",l.na; opersting power by direct methed,

ticense ip sccordsnce N1tk Order #1C7
12 250 U Sa) B-1-45
4 =P=3619 T-18-44 C.F. inmtall new ante: na and —*a]r:

changes in preund u{ntan 9-18 3-18-45
(Cond¥1l Clause




Form BC-126
June 1954

Card 4 BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first licensed ......oooieiiiiiinnnnns Call letters ...

e —

Name of licansee ...

Transmitter Joembiom i

Main stedio location




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

App! I'ote Fime Feriod

N4, Testpes) Fieg Prower v From- To

——————

BR=940_| 3-7-56_ 11320 _ [SkwuDheN _ U _ Lé=1_ _ 4=1-59.
AP=10450 | 6=7=56 | 1320 kW, DA=N U B=T=56 2=7=57
CP to inptall a pew comh tover (Ine,Ht, )

-

11-9-56
el <57 113520 Clee-DA-N ,
License w\rﬂrlc::rmtm i
as “Yod,)|which ajihorized
combined |AM-TV t:twer '
1-30-58 Nolunt trmfbr of contrel of
- - icensee corporation from| Edmond K.Ruben,
oseph Li.Floyd and N.L. Behtson to
mond R.Ruben,N.L.Bentsop,Joseph L, Floyd
Leon M.Coldfprb, bbting Trustees.

_.H- of| license| to changp desoription
of non-flirectional ante .

- 1

L 32 ;';:m-hju_-:-l U
Commisslon deferred acti
| 8
‘szukc izu:th-m L iﬂﬂl ide

Un
EA-H
| RENEWAL OF LICENSE




BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

'f‘:,-!

Date First IR ... ciccsanicnses ssvsinse Call letters ... EEL0

PR AN TR ..o oo et

Transmitver location 0 s A A b eirrsth

S SRS DRI oo it o e el Bl e L

......




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

i
Emuusrw -

ﬁ|l‘|ﬂ.

B ]

= g s e -

[ l?nnd

From-- To

4=-1-4b

Liate
lanvresd

e

No,
bl -_:'-94':' 1-2::!"15
BA-L-1658] B-t-4b

B4="=1607

Thne

Freq. Power Div.

Extensign of 11

canaa

s

.Tt llation of nen
I‘UE t. m!'!ﬂ irement

antsnna

Ll B i I O R I

L=l=4

A=l= 10=1-45

to opel
Sen

o

11-9-45
sf licen
qte bcth
Q

3-20-44
Specinl

5: ef ESOP deniad but lic
atiaze by speciel tempo

1230
tempora
(See ES

250w

authon
)

U
ization (

- .}-1 Ao = l_‘:- :-'

iy o s w om. @

—

11-9 J=I5=4E

:t-]l!l peraitted

ry authorizatic

J=25 6-1-46

5=24=-L6

and Rutk
Joseph H

enkin,

ceased

5-29-45
Speclal

1230

(sea

250w

temporarny euthofization

)

Tranafer of cofgtrol of 1
from Jodeph Henklin, Decgased TO
J. Hankjiin, Exequtors of

U

censee corp,

rton H, Henkin
he Estate of

Volunte

assi

250w

|uthr1:ntlnn

ant of

U




B S BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD
¥

Date first 1lcemstl ... cccncssssnsanivsss Call letters ... . & B8 AT

wame .n! litt“s!t s e FEEEG RS SRR RS E RS & EFasirsdairfviddrfat i@ taneni@E s TR B & S

Transmitter location ..ooooeeeeennnnnnnne.

Main stodio location
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..............................
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Date
qued

11-2?—¢n

Appl.
Nm

1-£}-H?

. z_l‘_ﬁz
H=09-47

d, to chan

L=30=4"7

jnge freaq.

night, cijenge T an

apecgl- ]

—

Freq.

1230

1230
Lempars

BMP-3351 12-3=47

I"'ower

250w

250u

Timt
Niv,

—— e L

U

_-aj._ﬂ_aé.&_emﬂ-h_gu hqrization

U

autngrizatlon

= = T m——

I'ﬂmﬂ
From Tu

S S e e——

L=1=47

Sl s @ - oL S - .

12-

30=47

ecmpletion

(=30 1-30=4F

r extensicn

ke mod) f

r axt, of
30 6-1-48

change DA
6=30 6-1-48

hange freq.
hange T &

El-l 11-1-51

Transien
Sam Fant

C

€rnsee Corp.rR(M
e Huben, N.L.




APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters x

Name  SIOUX FALLS BROADCAST ASSOCIATION, INC.

£ 0. CARPENTER HOTZL .
Acylnn

File No. pated Application for Nature Date

——

By -P=£36 T=29=35. C.Pusfor new statiun to be operated on: Exasinerl's Reoort 1-2862
Frequency - 1200 ke GRANTED pin.2-22=7¢
Power - 100 w, Effectivie 10="0=:§

Time - Unlimited. 1200 ke.| 100w U
Btudio-Carpenter Hotel, Sioux Falls,5.D. Subj.R.101,132,139

irans.site to be deter.

Trans.=-io be determinea, Sioux Falls,S5.D. Letter it
’ Issued w ;l_: WPe a8

B -MP-458 | 12-31-36 Modification of comstruction permit ——
(B4-P=696) to make changes in authorized ) S
equipment, for approval of transmitter esite
3 Miles West of Sioux Falls, South Dakota

approvel of antenna, and change studio site

from Carpenter Hotel, Sioux Falls, S.D. to
319 South Phillips Ave., Sioux Falls, South

Dakota
AMFNDED: equ 12, changes.

‘zended




APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters X E L O

TIOMY TALLS TROADCAST ASSOCIATION, INC,

Dated Application for

8T P License to cover 2,7, (Bi-P=h96) as modified, | sranted 10-12-37
for new statlion.

J=3l=33 | mounesal of -+¢|nl:

4~23-33 enessl of licenss (Seet-17a-@-19s)-
10-20-38

e T — —

- -

i
« T & &

License to cover C.r.(B4-P-2B305) for new trans
and increrse in power,

Renewal of license




APPLICATION RECORD—BROADCASTING

Call letters .

iy o i A an

ATTINON

APPFLICATION FOR-—
Nattrm- ‘ Mare

' 'F‘ '.1'!||-.rl-.. trl .l'I" P ] I| .*J'ﬂ.h“*r‘--;-‘rﬂ"-
T b |

f--l-i' F":‘--Tﬂ i r ': - Fogue 1 ht. ;
Granted | 9-6-39

—

Renewal of 1icense sranted | 11-7-29

fleanewel of licenase & -
Authority to determine operating power
direot measurement of nntenna power ,

Renewnl of license end Form 335 Mene .y

ranted T 1i=iBed0

Q.. ;_‘;1

" |

'
| L F—_
|
- — —_— *
Renewal of license and Forms 335 7 ——— ( 9-22-42

Filed by George 5. Smith atty. j

e — e ——— e e m moam - - - —_——

"N RTINERENT FoRTING @VFICE




APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Lotters _KEL0O

INC, .

e

SIOUX FALLS BROADCAST ASSOCIATION,

Haturﬂ

A ——

grantad

Application for

Henewnl of license
Filed by ﬂunrgq 3. Smith Atty.

-

Dated
11-25-42

File No.
B4-R-240

. ———

B4-P-1519
Hec'd

5=15-44
5=-19-44

33l
6-27-44

Construction Fermit to Ilnstall new antenna.
(Filed by Geo. S. Smith, Atty.)

RE: to make change in ground system

Ji=H=940
Bec"d

11-25=44
11-C=44

11-1-46

Renewul of licensge
#lled by Ceorpe 2,

—
‘_1 L " FR 1 5
4 w i AL L 3

Amend. to renewal of
Amend. filed 11-25-46 11"&:-"". lﬂldl

srnith atty,

= 1=44

R e e

11-14-46

aend, filed 1l=22=-47

n taken herein
prejudice to

ion of the

14,7 h-lri

on. and app

1 of Iluunln
,Docket EIE
"the rmul

rule,Sec. 3




Fusrom B4

& APPLICATION RECORD—BROADCASTING

Call letters .

Nume . SI0UX FALLS BROADCAST ASSOCIATION. ING. .

| |
DATED | APPLICATION FOR-

| —

i Nartrexs

s o e ERSRSERES m—
R S

License to cover 0., (BU-P-3619), which franted | 2-5-45 with-
suthorized installation of & new matenaas, '“U' [r<fullcse to 4

A - B ™
and ":'1“ w } b | -’F_:'!-”_l-;ﬂ
Aathority to determine operating power W retitien ,:! ! arrl.for
direct measurement of antenna power, F'*-"—"'i"ﬂi off license of
station ¥SPO,Dock,.fF1E

e i R R R
5=24~46

(] lu'rtIlII!l_' "ll-;l;i l-i';ﬂil.




APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
fé

MIDCONTINENT BROADCASTING CO.
Name __xSIOUX FALLS BROADCAST ASSOCIATION, INC.

File No. Dated Application for

B4~-aAL-529 3-4-46 Voluntary Assignment of License to
Rec 'd 3-15-46 I BROADCASTING CO., (3385s friled)

Filed 3-15-46 (Flled by Geo. S. Smith, Atty. for assignor;

Dow, Lohnes & Albertson, Attys. for assignee

RP=5643 1-1E-47 c N -
Rec'd 1-21-47 | opetruction parmit to change frequency from

1230 to 1V'2Cke, increase power from 2850w to
iled 1-21-47 fkw, iretall new tranemitter (RCA RTA-57)
and Airectional antenna for =igsht use (JA=))
e’ cheangs trooerltbor and etudio locations
frae 7! hvay #16,West of Sioux Falle,South
Dakota and 717 S.Phillips Ave.,Sioux ¥plle,

“outh Dakota te Approx 8 miles Southeast CJ¢t

of Stoux Falls,3+*%. Jukota &né 2Ca 'erth

Friilipe ve.,f8o.x ®1le,South Dakots
respectively.

(Filed by Cleir L.Stout,Atty.) (Ring, Engr.)




Form 94 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
"

Call
Lotters 2% 0

Name MIDCONTINENT BROADCASTING CO.

e T —— R

File No. l Dated Application for
f 5P-5643 Con'§. from card|#F6

AMENTED | 2-27-47 AMENDED to modify Ilri-ilnill antenna pattern
Reod. | 22747

Filed S BT

-

GRANTED

BMP-3353 11-17-47 Mod. of C.P, (BP-5643, which muthoriged

Hec'a 11-20-47 to change frequency, increase power
Filed 11-2N-47 install new transmitter and llmtl;ul

antenna of night use and change transmitter
and studio locations) for extension of
completion date from! 12-30-47 to! 1-10-48

{m.’-r L. 't“t. “"’i)




Form 94

Name HIHCGFTIﬁlﬂt 3PC13*¥5?F¥GP?F-.--“”“. kils

e e —— e s

File No.

WP-35N7
Rer'd
TileA

L

Dated

12-2€-47
12-20-4"
12=20-37

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call

Application rEr

Nature |

Mod. cf O.P, [E-am‘ vhich anthcrised
to change frecuency, in~rerase power, in-
atal' cew tranemitter an® A{rectional

anternn Of nizht use and chanee trars=!tter
en® studlsc lacetinng, “ar extenalnn of

gomnlatisan 2ate from! 1=30-48" tol:@ 3-1-48,.
(Clair L. Stout, Atty.)

GRANTED

Mod, of C.P, (BP-5643, as mod., whick
suathorized chanee [requency, increase nower,
irstiall new trarcnitter and diractional
antenna of night use wnd chanee transmitter
end studio locations) for extersion of
com=laeti-n dnte from' J-1-48 to! 5-1-48,

(Clair L. Ssout, Atty.)

§E4HT€D

Letters . E EL O

Aotion

-
vate

1-12-47




 p—

—

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

File No.

BMP.3783
Rec'd
Tiled

Datﬂd_

4-F-48
4-9-48
4-0-48

~ Application for

Mod, of C.P, (BP-5643, as mod., which
authorised change frequency, increase power,
install new transmitter and directional
antenna of night use and change transmitter
and studio locations) for extension of
completion date from! 5-1-48 to! 6=1-48,

(Francie X, McDonough, Atty.)




3 *IIII'J“J'

tame  WIDCONTINENT BROADCASTING 00,

ie No. I Lated
Bp-3629 @ 4-17-48
Rec'd . 4=19-48

Piledk \ 4-19-46
|
|

L -
AMENDED 11-48
Reed. | '..‘:1#-&9
1]
BL=-3145 | 4-2T7-48
Rec'd - 4-29-48
Filed - 4=-29-48

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters KEBLO

Application for

Ilnl of C.P. (BP-5643, as mod., which
authorised change in frequenocy, ilncrease in
pover, inetall new transmitter and directio 3
antenna for night use and change trlnll:l.ltu o 4 M

and studio locations) to make cnanges in t SR _ 1&3%%’
directional antenna pattern,.

(Francis X. McDomough, Atty.A. D. Ring, Engr.[])
AMENDED re changes in DA pattern

License to cover C.P. (BP-5643, as mod.,)
which asuthorized change in frequency, in- I-".‘I to pond. that field
crease in power, install new transmitter and Mmeasuring equip, is avai
cherge transmitter and studio locations, - at af tti:-l after
[ AN EmEEn O w-'
(Francis X. McDonough, Atty.) filed dst g at each
.hg-ﬂ ring puint.l

leapt on
an apprdpriate ruudx‘-i'

ept of measurements
8o made.




Sow A-170 #11Y «)  APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Call

vy FCC Forwm 94
L EELO
MIDCONTINENT BROADCASTING CoMBawy ~ ‘outem

Action

: Act

File No. ! Dated 2 &Epttgﬁ}iqﬂ“fnph__ Nature Date

e

BP-g767 | 2-5-53 [Construction permit to install a new antenna | GRANTED | 4~23-53
Rec'd 2-18=53 |for non-directional operation and mount TV re field wassuring and ¢
Filed 2«18-53 |antenna above and change transmitter location| during fnstallation pove

(coordinates only). to be deflerained by in-
direct wthod., Upon

Francis X. McDonough, Atty. :cﬂmplutidn field intensit
A. D. Ring, Engr. jaea surendnts & cémmon
point impedance readings
to be itted,

| 9-30-53 |L1nanlu to cover construction permit (BP-B767 3

10-16-52 |which suth. installation of a new antenna for|UPANTED | l1=6~54

10-16-53 |non-directional operation and mount TV antenng
above,

Dow, Lohnes & Albertson, Attya,
A. D. Ring & Associates, Engr.

F.CC - WalmINATON, 0. C,




FCC Form 94 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Fll Call
Letters ..

Action
Dated Application for _Nature | Date

e -

o — e — i f————

6=11-51 Renewal of license Jrinted | 10=17%"]
6-26=51 Flled by Francis X. lMeDonough atty.
6=26-51

Voluntary tranafer of zontrol »f licensee
corporation fram Sam Fantle, Jr., to
Edmond R. Ruben, K. L.Bentsoh ind Joseph
L. Floyd (2159 shares),

_—— L e - - — o - S s —— e

Renewnl of License
Flled by Franeie X. MeDornoush, Atty.




#12

Foam BC-121
FormenrLY Form A-170

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters .
Name Hmﬁ ) #I“TW EB.U&DG!.STIM rmm TR PRI S R

File No. | Dated | Apptmatiﬂq_!‘ﬂr

FR=0L0 17=2l=55 Ranaml of lir:em!u
T'-.F'C'd 1_—-5—56
Filed 1=5=56

Er-10, 480 | -06-56 ‘ Sonstructlcn pu'lit to ilnstell l new
Rea'd =29-56

TS S

Francis X. McDonough, Atty

ined AM-TY towerf inoresmse height),
Filed 3-29-56

Dow, Lohnee and Albertson, Attys,
A.D, Rirg, Engr.

iy g Rgiag® :1“" '“'
su o th r t.s of common

point resistance ( ermanent remot

i e o
'EI.I

several sections o t.untzru- re ::rwr::nt
distribution meas, field inten-
sity meas,

s WaARHINGTON. B &




APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters .. KEL Q. .. .

] Act ion
@ppl_icutinn :"nr Nature | I_}atur

| Modification of constructlon permit(BP-10,48q GRANTED | 11-5-56
. which auth, installation of a new combined
- AM-TV tower) to make changes in the new towe

Atty. - Dow, Lohnes & “l1bertson

| meweote — Engr, - Stephen W, Kershn

| 10-27-56 License to cover Construction Per-it

 10-31-56 (BP-lD,hED as nnd.,) which authorized

| 10-31-56 | to install a new combined AM-TV Tower
| ' (increase height)

] Dow, Lohnes and Albertson, Atty's,
Voluntary transfer of control of licensee
corporation from Edmond E, Ruten, Joseph L,
Floyd and N. L. Bentson to Edmond %, Ruben,

- N. .. Bentson, Joseph L, Floyd & Leon M.
i Goldfart, Voting Trustees.

ll-lﬁ-ﬁﬂ
| 1=-20-58
- 1-20-58

Francis X, MecDonough, Atty,

FCC - wWasHiNGT™IN, D &




Form BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
Auc. 1955 .ﬂfa

Call
WINGONTINENT BROADGASTING CO. (Per Artinln) Letters
Name x.. LINCOTTTRIT Satana eovvbebatinh - SR

_ 3TI0WX FALLS, SO'TH DAKOTA

LR T T T R T T TR e R LY

e =

Action
File No. Dated ﬂpplicluun 1 A Nature ﬂLQ

=0 1 =L =6" tenewnl of liocense WAL TEY
-l-:_l.-r."

1
"

i s

- -

DowyLohmes & Albertson, Atty

= — =

12.18.61 Renewal of license
le2=62
1262

IH.'FI"-;{I:'; FWenewal af I-i-:-"'l'l'l"“--!I

1747565 Attv. Now, Lohnes % Alhertesnn
12/11/67 RENEWAL OF LICENSE
1/2/68 Atty: Chas. J. McKerns

FEB 1 f58

F.EE - WAIHINGTON. O. C.




#15
Fom BC- 121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Swpt rmber 1969 Call
Letters AL W

H“' H l qnm;"ll 1 H m-T..“B RDAECA ET Iimil-ir?ﬂ-:i (LR S L LR LR L R R A R L R e L
STOURFALLS, "SOUTH DAKOTA

——— = as

Action

File No. Dated Application for e, _H_gturu_] Date
BR-940 12-23-70 [RFNEWAL OF LICENSE GRANTED 8-13-71
R&F 1-4-T71 IChas. J.McKerns,Atty. (Dow,Lohnes,Albertson)

PN Recd. " AMENDED 3«30-T1 re: 1 program
PRESS REPLY TO |IPETITION TO DENY (filed by TV Signal Company df Aberdedn) filed by

FEB 16 1 Charles J. McKerns on behalf of Midcontinent Broadcasting Compa

SUPPLEM TO PETITION TO DENY filed 4-19=71 by TV Sigral Comp of Aberdeen
REPLY TO [THE OFPOSITION OF MIDOONTINENT BROADCASTING ANY TO SIGNAL'S
PETITION DENY filed 4-22-71 by Roger E. Zylstra on bphalf of IV Signal
Company Aberdeen
SUPPLEMENT J0 REPLY TO PETITION TO DENY, AND MOTION TO STRIKE PORTION|OF "SUPPLEMENT TO
PETITION TO|DENY" AND "REPLY" filed 4-29-71 by Charles J, McKerns on pehalf of|Midcontinent

Eroadcastang Co.
PETITION FOR WAIVER TO ACCEPT SUFPLEMENTAL PLEADING filed 4-29-7] by [harles Jr McKerns on

behalf of Mjdcontinent Proadcasting Co.
AMENDED 7-=16-71 re: business interests




16 1 ?F
wasows T APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING .

Sepl rmben 1909 c.ll
Letters K E L O

PRI L e B AR SO
“SYoux FRIYS, “South Dakota

File No. Dated | Application for Hnt.ura [ " Date

[ B = — . - = = = g ST,

12=29=73 Renewal of License lcnnm ED | 7-31-74
1=2=74

1=2=T4 Atty.: Charles J. McKerns
A9 ‘"N 9974 | AMENDED 1-11-74 re: other business 1nturest.a

"1-76 | RENEWAL OF LICENSE _'
e Granted | 3-22-77

12-1-76 Atty. L. Adrian Roberts (Dow,Lohnes & hlh:rt*un] '

BR 791 12?
PRESS

F.E G - WARHINGTOMN. b &.




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.  History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized
database in 1980 to track broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System
(BAPS). However, the Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new
system. Instead, it retained the History Cards in their original form — 3" by 5 * filing cards — for
reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12 Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). The History
Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only one set is known to exist), and the
original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on the microfiche as negative
images, like those you see above. Generally, they have been left as negatives as those are often
easier to read.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of radio station history.
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