
 
 

INTERFERENCE ACCEPTANCE AGREEMENT 
 

 THIS INTERFERENCE ACCEPTANCE AGREEMENT is made as of September 30, 2009 
between ION Media Martinsburg License, Inc., Debtor-in-Possession (“ION”) and WBAL Hearst 
Television Inc. (“Hearst”). 
 
 ION is the licensee of digital television broadcast station WWPX-TV, VHF Channel 12, 
Martinsburg, West Virginia (“WWPX”), pursuant to authorization received from the Federal 
Communications Commission (“FCC”) in FCC File Number BLCDT-20021108AAX  (the “WWPX 
Facility”).  ION has filed with the FCC a request for Special Temporary Authorization (“STA”) to 
operate a translator on VHF Channel 12 with facilities having technical parameters specified therein, 
except that, as noted in the exhibit thereto, the translator would operate with a “full service” mask 
instead of a “stringent” mask (the “Translator”).  See FCC File No. BDSTA-20090821AAV (the 
“WWPX Application”).  ION also proposed to operate WWPX with on-channel transmitting facilities 
using Distributed Transmission Service (“DTS”) technology in FCC File Number BPCDT-20090513ACL 
(the “WWPX DTS Application”) 
 

Hearst is the licensee of digital television broadcast station WBAL-TV, Baltimore, Maryland, and 
is authorized under program test authority to operate its post-transition digital facility on VHF Channel 11 
with 5.0 kW effective radiated power (“ERP”) pursuant to its construction permit in FCC File Number 
BPCDT-20080312AAT (the “WBAL-TV Facility”) (Hearst’s digital license application for this facility is 
pending in FCC File Number BLCDT-20090619ABW). 

 
Hearst commenced operation of the WBAL-TV Facility on June 12, 2009, in connection with the 

national DTV transition, at which time Hearst started receiving numerous complaints of poor or no 
reception from viewers.  In coordination with the FCC, ION, and others, during August 2009, Hearst 
conducted field tests with WBAL-TV operating at 26.6 kW ERP pursuant to an experimental authorization 
in FCC File Number BDSTA-20090713ACP (the “Field Tests”) and concluded that the increased ERP 
significantly improved viewers’ reception of WBAL-TV.  Accordingly, Hearst desires to seek a 
construction permit to permanently increase WBAL-TV’s power to 26.6 kW ERP. 

 
Consent of Hearst 

 
 According to informal statements provided by a member of the FCC’s staff, ION’s proposed 
use of a “full service” mask requires the consent of the licensee of any station whose consent would be 
required if such mask was not used.  ION has determined that the consent of Hearst accordingly is 
required before the FCC would authorize the facilities proposed in the WWPX Application. 
 
 Consistent with the FCC’s rules and for the purposes of facilitating processing of the WWPX 
Application, Hearst hereby consents to the facilities proposed in the WWPX Application.  Hearst 
understands that ION intends in the future to submit an application to the FCC seeking a construction 
permit for the same facilities specified in the WWPX Application so that ION has authorization to 
operate the Translator beyond the time period that an STA ordinarily allows, and Hearst hereby 
consents to the use of facilities proposed in such a construction permit application so long as the 
proposed facilities are the same as those proposed in the WWPX Application.  In the event ION 
submits a construction permit application that would modify in any way the facilities specified in the 
WWPX Application in a manner such that the FCC’s rules and policies would require the consent of 
Hearst, the further written consent of Hearst shall be required. 
 
 








